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Foreword

Soonafterarrivingin Australiaandtakingupmy postin Canberra
in 1985, I met Ms SusanneWegmannand learnt that she was
engagedin researchfor a bookonSwissimmigrationinto Austra-
lia. I welcomedher endeavoursince, to my knowledge, there
existedno written history of Swisssettlersin Australia.

Switzerlandis a multiculturalcountrywith four nationallan-
guages(German, French, ItalianandRomansh). It is interestingto
note that eachlanguagegrouphasmadea contribution to the
developmentof Australia. During the 19th centuryseveralhun-

dredFrenchspeakingwinegrowersandover two thousandIta-

lian speaking gold-diggers settled in rural Victoria. Later,
several hundred Germanspeakingfarmers, tradesmenand
professionalsarrivedandsettledthroughoutAustralia. Sincethe
first World WarSwissimmigrationhasbeendominatedby Ger-
manspeakingtradesmenandskilled workerswho havemainly
settledin SydneyandMelbourne.

TheSwisscontributionto thedevelopmentof Australiahas
beengreat, not leastof all in thearts. In fact, theveryfirst contact
betweenthetwocountriescanbetracedbackto apainter, Johann
Waber(JohnWebber) . He was born in London but grew up in
Switzerland, mainly in Berne. JohannWaberwasthefirst Swissto
setfoot on the Australiancontinent, when heaccompaniedCap-
tainJamesCookasan illustratoron his third voyage, andrested
in Van Diemen's Land (Tasmania) for a short time. OtherSwiss
painterswho havecontributedto thedevelopmentof Australian
artsincludeLouis Buvelot, NicholasChevalier, and the contem-

porarySali Herman.
Another importantcontributionto thedevelopmentof Aus-

tralia wasmadeby two Swissmigrants, Henri TardentandHein-
rich Spöndly, who were involved in moulding the first Con-
stitution of the Commonwealthof Australia. Their contributions
arestill of considerableimportanceto the life of all Australians.
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I congratulateMsSusanneWegmannon herachievementof
compilingthefirst historyof Swissimmigrationinto Australia. She
hassucceededin spiteof adversecircumstancesthanksto her
untiringefforts. I wish herbookthesuccessit meritsandhopethat
it will encouragefurther researchinto the fascinatingtopic of
Swisssettlersin Australia.

Sourcesand Acknowledgements

In 1982 theSwissauthoritiesgrantedme accessto confidential
recordsheld by Swissconsulatesin MelbourneandSydneyin
regardto my Ph. D. , which hasbeenacceptedby the University
of Zurich. This provideda invaluablewealth of dataasan esti-
mated90% of Swissmigrantsarerecordedat consulatesdueto
the obligation of men between20 and 50 yearsof ageand the
expectationof theresttodoso. ThereforeI ammostgratefulto the
Departmentof ForeignAffairs for their uniquepermission. Sin-
cerethanksalsogo to all staff of theembassyandthe consulates
particularly in Melbourne, who offered competentadviceand
answeredinnumerablequestions.

Beforeleavingfor Australiain 1983, researchcommencedat
theFederalArchivesandLibrary in Berneaswell asat libraries
in Zurich, Basle and Lausanne, A good introduction to the re-
searchprovedto be the materialprovidedby the Embassyfor
Australiain Berneandstatisticalfigurescompiledby CharlesA .

Priceat the AustralianNationalUniversityin Canberra.
In Australia friendly assistancewasgiven by librariesand

offices for statisticsin all statecapitalsto aid me in copingwith
documentsand naturalizationrecords. Extensivelyusedwere
particularlythefacilitiesof Melbourne'sLa Trobe, State, Baillieu
andHargraveslibrariesaswell asSydney's Mitchell Library.

A specialthankyou mustgo to thefollowing personslisted
in noparticularorderotherthanalphabetical, whopermittedme
to usedatagatheredfor their personalpublicationsandoffered
their expertisein varioussubjects: Dr Max Brandie(Brisbane) ,
FrankCusack(Bendigo), Prof. Ken Dutton(Newcastle), Dr Joseph
Gentilli (Perth), Mig Guyer (Sydney), Barney Hutton (Mt
Macedon) , former Consul for Switzerland Curt Mahnig (Mel-
bourne), Peter Pluess(Sydney) and Dr Colin Thornton-Smith
(Melbourne).

In asurveyonehundredSwissfamilieswereinterviewedin
Melbourne. Representativesof Swisscompanies, societiesand

Alfred R. Glesti
Ambassadorof Switzerlandto Australia

Canberra, 1988
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clubsin all statecapitalshavespentvaluabletime in answering
my manyandvariedquestions. It wasthewarmwelcomeof these
personsas well as numerousdescendantsof early migrants
throughoutAustraliathatmademy researchnotonly possiblebut
alsomostgratifying. Although theyarenotmentionedpersonally
my sincerethanksmustgo to them.

To write this book in English would havebeenimpossible
without the assistanceof a native Australian, Cliff Imer who is a
descendantof anearlySwisswinegrower. He is anexperienced
family historianandspentmanyhourscorrectingandimproving
themanuscriptin a mosteffectiveway. Thefriendshipof Cliff and
his wife Normawasa decisiveencouragementto continuework
at timesof uncertaintyanddoubts.

Finally the publicationof this book would havebeenmuch
more difficult without a subsidy from the Swiss government
throughProHelvetiain Zurich andagrantfrom theSecretariatfor
the Swiss Abroad of the New Helvetic Society in Berne. This
financialsupportlargelyresultedfrom astrongpersonalcommit-
mentof thelateAmbassadorfor Switzerlandto Australia, Alfred
R. Glesti whosadlypassedawayin Canberraon the 22 August,
1988only a few daysaftercomposingtheforewordto this book.

Toall theseindividualsandauthoritiesI ammostgratefulfor
their assistance. Naturallyanyerrorsor tendentiousinterpreta-
tions remaintheauthor'ssole responsibility.

Introduction

Who aretheSwiss?
In 1985 the Swiss governmentgrantedfundings for scientific
projectscontributingsignificantly to the definition of the Swiss
identity. Why would a nation, whoseboundarieshaveremained
unchangedsince1815for alongerperiodthanthosein mostother
countries, feel the necessityto spenda considerableamountof
moneyto discoverits commonground? Someanswersmay be
found in thecountry's diversityandmulticulturalcharacter.

Switzerland's5.5 million residentcitizensdifferentiateinto
four languagegroups. Three in four speak Swiss-German
dialectsin the country's eastern, northernandcentraldistricts.

Frenchspeakingpersonsin westernSwitzerlandcontributeone
fifth , Italian speakingcitizensof thesouthernpart of thecountry
almost5% andtheRhaeto-Romanshspeakingpeopleof thesouth-
easternCantonGrisons1% of thetotalSwisspopulation. German,
FrenchandItalianarethethreeofficial languages, which appear
on all federallawsandpublisheddocumentsof primary impor-
tance to the federation. However, local dialectsare distinctly
differentfrom thecorrespondingwritten languages. Thisapplies
in particular to Swiss-German, whose dialectsare often mis-
takenly referredto as«Swiss» by Englishspeakingpeople, and
Raeto-Romansh, which is split into five linguistic sub-groups.
Only in themid-1980swould theRaeto-Romanshpeopleagreeto
a commonwritten language, which is themajor preconditionfor
a potentialfuturerecognitionasthefourthofficial Swisslanguage.

Religionis nomoreunifying thanlanguage, asthecountry's
population is almost evenly divided into Roman-Catholicsand
Protestantswith Old-CatholicandJewishminorities. Italian-Swiss
areCatholicsapartfrom Protestantenclavesin Grison’s Val di
Poschiavoand Val Bregaglia. The other languagegroupsare
equally divided within the religions, althoughCatholicstrong-
holds may be found in CentralSwitzerlandandProtestantcon-
centrationsin industrializedurbanareasof the CentralPlateau.
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Everydaylife , culture and politics rate in importancein
descendingorder from communesto cantonsand finally the
confederation. For exampleit is up to thecommuneto carefor its
needycitizens; police andschoolingareadministeredby can-
tons; defence, customsand postalservicesarefederal respon-
sibilities. Road constructionconcernsall three governmental
bodiesdependingon sizeandimportance.

It is mainlyat thecommunallevel, wheredirectdemocracy
is practised, aseacheligible citizen may voteat regularassem-
blieson matters, suchasthecommunebudget, the width of the
mainstreet's footpathor whethernaturalizationmay begranted
to a foreignapplicant. Cantonalandfederalvotesarerequired
four times a year to question the citizen's attitude on various
matters. Past issuesincluded accessionto the United Nations,

speedlimits or thewomen's right to votewhich wasonly granted
on a federallevel by a majority in 1971. Questionson subjects
may be put forward by the electorateitself through initiatives
backedby asufficientnumberof supporters. Swissdemocracyis
mostvisibly exertedin small communesandcantonswherecit-
izens are allowed to raise questionspersonally in common
assemblies. Being an immediatepart of influencecontributesto
the strongattachmentof Swiss peopletowardstheir native or
living place rather than the whole nation. This attitudehasnot
contributedto a unifying quality.

But evenadefinitionof «theSwiss» ongroundsof citizenship
isatricky matter. Swissarecitizensof theircommunesratherthan
thefederation, althoughtheir communalaffiliation conformswith
the frame of federal civil law. Citizenshipin Switzerlandisn' t
automatically granted to Swiss born children with resident
parentsof foreignnationality, which contrastswith correspond-
ing regulationsin mostothernationsincludingAustralia. On the
otherhandthereareSwissdual-citizensof fourthandfifth genera-
tions, who havenevervisited their ancestors' country! To addto
theconfusion, Swisswomenmaystill losetheirnationalitythrough
marriage, whereaswivesof their countrymenaregrantedtheir
husbands' citizenshipautomatically. Until 1985childrenof Swiss
womenwith foreignfatherscouldacquiretheir mother’scitizen-
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Switzerland'sdimensionsof 41 300squarekilometreswould
makeit fit comfortablyinto Tasmaniaand its topographicalfea-

turesarecomprisedof 60% mountainousAlps, 30% fertile Cen-
tral Plateauand 10% hilly Jura. Apart from few exceptionsall
major townsandindustrialzonesarelocatedon theCentralPla-
teauwheremorethanhalf of thecountry'sinhabitantslive. Those
residentsraiseSwitzerland's populationdensityto 154 persons
persquarekilometre, a figure eighty timesover the Australian
average. However, residentnumbersdecreasesharply in the
ratherinaccessibleAlps, whoseoccupationalbaseis vestedin
tourism, smallfarmsaswell asartsandcrafts. Outworkparticular-
ly for the watch, electronicsand textile industriesin addition to
grazingarethe basicsourcesof incomein theJura.
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mentof Swissmercenarieswaseventuallyoutlawedin the con-

stitution of theSwissconfederationin 1848. The only exception
toleratedthereafterwerethetraditionalSwissguardsat theVati-
can in Rome.

Seasonalmigrationwasanimportantpartof life for centuries
particularlyfrom villagesin Switzerland'salpinevalleys. During
the summermonths the small farms gaveemploymentfor the
whole family , but in autumnthe menfrequentlyleft thecountry.
Theysupplementedtheir incomeby working in varioustrades
andtheyalsotrainedyoungstersastheir apprentices. This tradi-
tion of «job inheritance» explainsthe dominanceof oneor two
tradesin thosevillagesas well as the resultingcloseties with
Europeanregions. Chimneysweepsfrom Intragnain the Cen-
tovalli andVogorno, CorippoandMergosciain theVal Verzasca
of the Italian speakingCanton Ticino were in high regardin
France, Austria, HungaryandPolanduntil the1870s. Poschiavini
from theCantonGrisonsspecializedin shoerepairsin Franceand
Italy. But probablythe most frequentoccupationduringautumn
and winter months was offered by the building industry par-
ticularly to theTicinesi. Most of theskilled workmenof theValle
Maggiafor instancewereeither bricklayers, masonsor stone-
masons. A few of thosebuilderseventuallybecamenotedarchi-
tects, suchasBoromini who decoratestheSwiss100 francbill or
Solariwhosupervisedtheconstructionof theKremlin in Moscow
in the late 15th century.

Seasonalmigrationquiteoften resultedin temporarysettle-
mentwith intendedrepatriationafter retirement. Oneof theold-
estsettlementsabroadwasin Venice, madeupby a largecontin-

gent of migrantsfrom the CantonGrisons. In 1350 they were
grantedthe city 's citizenshipand privilegesin return for free
passageacrossGrison'spasses. Thisagreementlasteduntil 1764!
A highproportionof Grison'spopulationbecameconfectionersat
first in Spainandlaterin northernandeasternEurope. After their
return they built majesticresidencesin foreign styles in their
secludedlocationsof the Val di Poschiavo, Val Bregagliaand
Engadine. In the late 18th centuryit becamefashionablefor the
Europeanlandedgentry to employ Swiss cheesemakersand

citizenshiponly if theparentswereresidentsin Switzerlandat the
time of birth. However, by 1990equalrightsfor menandwomen
will be fully enforcedby plannedlaw alterationsconcerning
citizenshipthuscontributingto asomewhateasierway to define
«Swiss» in the future!

For this book it seemsappropriateto describea Swissasa
personholdingSwisscitizenshipandhavingspentthemostform-
ativeyearsof childhoodandadolescencein Switzerland. Only a
coupleof personalitiesmentionedfail to meetthe full criteria by
having spentonly a short time in their fatherland. They were
neverthelessincludeddueto their demonstratedstrongaffinity
towardsSwitzerland.

Emigration- a TraditionalPartof Life
Temporaryemigration from areasof today's Switzerlanddate
backprior to theHelveticleagueformedby thefoundercantons
Uri , Schwyz and Unterwaldenin 1291. Half a century earlier
mercenariesfrom thesecantonsfought for the Abbot of St. Gall.
During the nextsix centuriesSwisssoldiersof rural origin and
their officers who usually hadan urban backgroundfought for
Europeansovereigns. TheFrenchKing LouisXIV (1638-1715) for
instanceis reportedto haveemployedsome100000and Napo-
léon (1769-1821) some90000Swisstroops.

SeveralSwissofficers commandedsoldiersfrom all over
Europein their own regimentswhich wereoffered for hire to
foreign monarchs. Oneof the bestknown, the deMeuronRegi-
ment, fought for the British King in Canadain 1812 and it was
decoratedfor its disciplineandcourage. ThedeMeuronfamily
belonged to the monarchic élite of the French-Swiss town
Neuchâtel, which wasPrussiansovereignterritory from 1707 to
1805 and again from 1814 to 1848. Incidentally one of the de
Meuron descendants, Mrs Sophie La Trobe, becamethe first
Swisssettlerin Melbournein 1839andVictoria's first First Lady.

However, cantonaltroopsdispatchedon official missionsin
internationalconflictsstoppedeffectivelyaftertheBattleof Marig-

nanoin northernItaly in 1515, wheretheSwisssufferedterrible
losses. ThiseventheraldedSwitzerland’sneutrality, and recruit-
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However, it is notmy intentionto compileacompletelisting of all
Swiss who havemadea lasting impact particularlyamongthe
contemporarymigrants. Their role in thecountrywill be judged
by history. Therefore, with oneexception, no living migrantwill
bementionedby name.

dairymen, who wererecruitedin thesouthernvalleysof Canton
Berneandotherrural areasin CentralSwitzerland.

Organizedpermanentsettlementabroadwas a common
meansby cantonsto easeoverpopulation. For instancein 1711
some700 French-Swissfamilies originatingfrom Neuchâtel and
adjacentareaswereencouragedto leavefor Prussiabyanofficial
invitation of King FredericI of Prussiaandby a supportivelocal
government. A similar proposition, madeby CzarinaCatherina
the Greatfrom Russiain 1762, waseffectively opposedby the
cantonalauthorities. Nevertheless, six decadeslater 25 families
from theFrenchspeakingCantonVaudleft tosettlepermanently
in Chabaon the Black Sea where they developedviticulture
underthe guidanceof Louis Tardentfrom theOrmontValley.

The first overseassettlementwasfoundedin the mid-16th
centuryby Huguenotsfrom Geneva. Persecutedfor their faith
theyemigratedto Brazil andcreatedtheir «NouvelleGenève».
However, by far thelargestnumberof Swissmigrantssettledin
the United Statesespeciallyduring the 19th century. Travel
agentsadvertisedandorganizedcheaptrips to New York. Re-
grettablythe consequencesof poor travel conditionsand insuf-
ficient careafter their arrival often provedfatal for thesepenni-
lesshopefuls. TheSwissgovernmenthad to stepin andconse-
quentlyin 1888it forbadeadvertisementsof emigrationwithouta
specialpermit. This law is in force to date, however, it didn't
hindersomecommuneshandingout to their unwantedcitizens
one-way ticketsboundfor New York at the turn of the century.
Increasingindustrializationand restrictedmigration within Eu-
rope had contributedto overpopulationand unemploymentin
rural areas.

Manyof themigrationmovementsof Swisshavebeentraced
anddescribedin numerouspublications. However, until nowfew
authorshavetakenan interestin Swisssettlementin Australia.
This bookis thefirst to presenta comprehensivereviewof their
imprints«Down Under» from theearlybeginningsto thepresent
by meansof assortedindividual experience, historical docu-
mentsaswell aspersonalcontacts. Personalitieswith far reaching
bearingon Australia'sdevelopmentfoundspecialappreciation.
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I . The First Swissin Australia

An Explorerin Van Diemen’sLand
With this traditionalbackgroundof migrationit isn' t surprisingto
find a few adventurousSwissaccompanyingfamousexplorers
despitetheir country's lack of oceanicaccess. An outstanding
role concerningAustralia wasplayedby JohannWäber, known
asJohnWebber.

JohnWebber, born in Londonon 6 October, 1750, wasone
of eight children of his Swiss father AbrahamWäber and his
English mother Maria née Quandt. As his sculptor father was
unabletosupportthewholefamily, youngJohnwassentto Berne
at theageof six, wherehe wasbroughtup by oneof his aunts.
Trainedasa landscapepainterJohnwasawardeda scholarship
by theBerneseguild of merchants, whichallowedhim to continue
hisstudiesat theAcademieRoyalein Paris. WhenCaptainCook
was looking for an artist to illustrate the plannedreport on his
third voyageto Australia in 1776, JohnWebberwasappointed
oneyearafterhis return to London.

Webberbecamethe first Swisscitizen to touch Australian
soil, whenin 1777CaptainCook'sfleet landedat Bruny Islandin
Van Diemen's Land (today's Tasmania). Consequently63 out of
some200of Webber'sdrawingsandpaintingswereaddedto the
official travelaccountthusshapingthe Europeanimaginationof
the Pacific region considerably. Webber's portrait of Cook,

whichis regardedasoneof thebestevertobeproduced, fetched
almosthalf a million dollarswhensoldin Melbournein 1983. John
Webberdiedasa famousand rich bachelorm London in 1793.

TheFirstSettlersin New SouthWales
Very little is known aboutthestartof Swisssettlement. The first
known migrant wasAlexandreNattheyfrom the CantonVaud,

who was24 yearsold whenhearrivedin Sydneyin 1833. Unfor-
tunatelynofurtherinformationis to befoundon thisFrench-Swiss
settler.

JohnWebber's«WomanoT Van Diemen'sLand»demonstrateshisstylereproduc-
ing what he had beentrained to seein Europeratherthan reality (courtesyLa
TrobeCollection, StateLibrary of Victoria. Melbourne).
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Swisseducatorsandtutorsof thechildrenof wealthyEnglish
families wereamongthe early visitors to the youngAustralian
colonies. Oneof them, a native of Lausanne, who'snameis un-
known, accompaniedthe family of JohnMacArthur’s brother-in-
law on their journeytoSydneyandnearbyCamdenaround1850.

His diary had beenpublishedwith the title «Un jeuneSuisseen
Australie» in Genevain 1852andthusbecamethefirst accountof
Australiapublishedin Switzerland.

This young French-Swiss traveller told how surprisedhe
wasto find agroupof German-Swissladiesmanufacturingbutter
and cheeseon MacArthur’s station in Camden. Becauseof the
languagebarrier the compatriotswereunableto communicate
leavingquestionsas to how thesedairy specialistsfound their
wayto Australia. However, accordingto thecustomsof European
monarchsandlargelandownersof the 19th centuryit wasquite
fashionableto employmilkersandcheesemakersmainly from
thealpineareasof theCantonBerne. It seemsto beplausiblethat
JohnMacArthur caughtup with new trendswhile stayingin his
Europeanexile after the Rum-Rebellionin Sydneyin early1808.
As a consequenceit is possiblethat the first Swissemployees
reachedCamdenasearly as in the late 1810s coinciding with
MacArthursreturnto hisstationafterhisexilehadendedin 1816.

The young traveller also met a few countrymenfrom the
CantonGenevain Sydneyaswell assomecolonistsin thecapital's
vicinity . Oneof thesepastoralistscould havebeenEtienneBor-
dier-Roman(1821-1861), who, togetherwith hisFrenchfriends, ran
a cattlestation in Richmondon the HawkesburyRiver nearthe
Blue Mountains.

Bordierwasthesonof oneof theleadingmerchantfamilies
in Geneva. After hisstudiesof sciencesattheUniversityof Gene-
va he left for Parisin 1841 and eight yearslater for Sydney.
Accountsof hisvoyageandthefirst coupleof yearsin thecolony
may befound in his diary, which waseventuallypublishedwith
thetitle «Journald'un colond'Australie» in Genevain 1863. Unfor-
tunatelyhedidn't includethefortunesof otherSwisscountrymen
in his book.

Only oneof Bordier's four prefabricatedhouseserectedin Hunters Hill in the
1850s hasenduredto the presentday

Temptedby the colonial gold-discoveriesand a corre-
spondinglack of farm labourers. Bordier andhis partnerssold
their stationin Richmondandtried their luck presumablyin the
Armidale gold-fields. In the mid-1850s, this manshort in stature
butlargein optimismreturnedtoSydneyandbecameacquainted
with a few wealthy Frenchenterpreneurs. They lived in the
predominantlyruralareaof Hunter'sHill , whichsoonafterwards
wastobedevelopedintooneof Australia'sfirst suburbs. Bordier
managedto convincetheFrenchbusinessmanDidier Joubertto
financially back his project of importing prefabricatedhouses
from Europeto be installedin Hunters Hill . In consequencehe
left for Europe, boughtfour differentmodelhousesat an exhibi-
tion, hiredGermanlabourersandsentthecomponentpartsfrom
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II . SwissWinegrowers in VictoriaHamburgto Sydney. Thehouseswereduly erectedin Hunter’s
Hill andSydney'sfirst jetty wasbuilt nearbyto facilitatecommut-
ing to thecity for theownersto be. Unfortunatelytheydidn' t sell
atall probablydueto theirhigh pricein comparisonwith Austral-
ianhouses, whichmeanwhilehadbecomequitereadilyavailable.
Consequentlyin 1856 Bordier had to declarehis bankruptcy
owing his maincreditorJoubertthousandsof pounds. Thefour
houseswereon themarketfor severalyearsbeforebeingsoldby
theFrenchman.

Bordierleft Australiaafterthis traumaticendof anambitious
projectandsettledin Paris, ashis family in Genevahadobviously
brokenwith itsadventurousbutunsuccessfulson. Hediedunmar-
ried in 1861only a coupleof yearsafter havingleft Sydney.

The oldestSwisscommunityin Australiagrewsteadily. A
high proportion of Frenchand Italian speakingSwiss in New
SouthWalessettledin Sydneyandadjacentrural areas. Distinct
concentrationsof countrymenremainedconfinedto the Italian-
Swisscommunity in Hunter's Hill . Outsidethe capital and sur-
roundstheSwisssettlementpatternwas widely scatteredwith
smallclustersin thetrianglebetweenBathurst, MudgeeandOr-
angeaswell asin theareaof WaggaWagga.

Comparedwith the overall occupationalcharacteristicsof
Swiss immigrantsin Australia during the 19th century, only a
relativesmallnumberof tradesmensettledin NewSouthWales.
However, the proportion of one in four people working as
professional, merchantor in otherserviceindustrieswassur-
prisingly high. This includeda protestantministerandtheCath-
olic fatherPierreMarieTreandfrom Lausanne, whowasworking
in the parishof Mascot-Botanyaroundthe turn of the century.

For reasonsto bediscussedin the next two chaptersNew
South Walescouldn’ t match Victoria’s popularity amongSwiss
migrantsuntil after World War I. Only thenthe «PremierState»
andSydneyin particularattractedhighernumbersto form the
largestof Australia'sSwisscommunities.

TheBeginningsof a Typical Chain-Migration
The most importantSwissmigration into Australiastartedonly
somefive yearsafter thefoundationof thefirst permanentsettle-
ment in Victoria in 1834. It was initiated by the appointmentof
CharlesJosephLa Trobeassuperintendentfor the Port Phillip
District, asVictoria wascalledbefore1850. La Trobehadspent
severalyearsin theSwisstown of Neuchâtel, wherehemarried
Sophiede Montmollin. The de Montmollin family belongedto
Neuchâtel'saristocraticélite andwasrelatedtoothermembersof
the high society, suchas thedePourtalès family. Young Count
LouisdePourtalèswaseducatedataboardingschoolin Veveyon
theshoresof Lake Geneva. Therehe becamea goodfriend of
JohnMacArthur'ssonWilliam, whogavefavourabledescriptions
of hisnativeplacein far-awayAustralia. Duringhisstayin Vevey
MacArthurbecameveryfond of thesightof extensivevineyards
alongtheslopes, which wasreflectedin theestablishmentof an
extensivepioneeringvineyardat CamdennearSydney.

La Trobe’s appointmentto an unknown district in little
known Australia was obviously quite exciting for Neuchâtel's
people. Hubert de Castelladescribesthe reactionin his book
«JohnBull 'sVineyard» (1886, pp13-14) asfollows:

«In a small community, suchas Neuchâtel wasfifty years
ago, thedeparturefor theantipodesof a lady belongingto
oneof theoldestandrichestfamiliesof the town, createda
sensation.»
Thedecisionto leavehomefor Australiamusthavebeena

difficult onefor Mrs La Trobedespitetheencouragementof her
relativeCountLouisdePourtalès. On24March, 1839, Mr andMrs
La Trobetogetherwith their little daughterAgnesleft Europeon
board the «Fergusson» for Sydney, where they arrived four
monthslater. After receivinginstructionsLa Trobeandhisfamily
continuedtheir journeytoPortPhillip Bay, which theyreachedon
1 October.
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In the sameyear on 9 August the ship «Mary» had left
Plymouthfor Sydney. On boardwerethe two Belperroudbroth-
ersAlexandreandJean, both beingskilled winegrowersfrom
Cornauxnear Neuchâtel. They had clearedtwo thirds of their
father's debtsto this communeand intendedto repaythe rest
after their returnwithin eight to tenyearstime. Only threedays
after the arrival in SydneyJeanmarriedan Irish girl Catherine
Staunton, who washis junior by eighteenyears. As fully paying
passengerstheSwisswinegrowerswererecordedon shipping
listsonly on rareoccasionsprior to 1850(e.g. theLa Trobefamily
wassuchan exception). Thereforethis marriageto one of the
listedmigrantsjust afterarrival is the only leadasto whom the
first winegrowerswere. After the marriagethesenew migrants
travelledoverlandto Melbournearriving in lateDecember1839.

This chronologyclearly showsthat the first winegrowers
haddecidedto leavefor Australiaonly shortly after La Trobe's
appointmentasSuperintendentof the Port Phillip District. The
Belperroudbrothers, havingleft SwitzerlandbeforetheLa Trobe
family arrived in Melbourne, were the first initiators of other
Swiss immigration into Australia. This is contrary to the view
expressedby most Australian authorsto date that La Trobe's
invitation to Swissvigneronsresultedin theestablishmentof the
wine industryin Victoria. However, it remainsuncertainthat the
Swiss would havesucceededwithout La Trobe's support. Not
beingBritish subjectsrenderedthepurchaseof landmuchmore
difficult andexpensive, asthenewsettlerswerenot eligible for
Crown Land. La Troberefersto thesedifficulties in his letter to
JohnMacArthur's sonJamesat Camdenin a letter written on 9
March, 1840:

«Somemonthsago3 of thegoodNeuchâtelois, seducedby
the knowledgethat we were here (Neuchâtel is Mrs La
Trobe'snativetown) cameout to cultivatethevinehere, with
the purposeof engaginga largenumberof their fellows to
follow in casethey found their prospectsfavorable. The
country& climatetheyfind everythingtheycould wish but
the enormousprice of land hastakenthem quite aback-
they had only brought out hundreds& it requiresthous-

«Jolimont» wasSuperintendentLa Trobe'shomefrom 1839-1854andit becamean
importantmeetingplacefor the first Swisswinegrowers. The news that the La
Trobefamily wasgoingto taketheirEnglishprefabricatedhousewith themalmost
like luggagecausedgieatastonishmentin Neuchâtel (courtesyLa TrobeCollec-
tion, StateLibrary of Victoria. Melbourne).
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ands. You know I haveno power. Theyarestill undecided
whatto do-but I hopeto getthemtherentof aGovt reserve
or someotheradvantageto engagethemto persevere.»
While searchingfor a solution of their financial problems

regardingthe purchaseof land, thesepioneershad to look for
other sourcesof income. The Belperroudsfirst worked on a
bridge constructionsite acrossthe Maribyrnong River on the
outskirtsof Melbourne. Lateron theyplantedtheir first vineyard
at the PlentyRiver, but the project was unsuccessful. To over-
comethedifficultiesJeanBelperroudofferedFrenchlessonsin an
advertisementin the «PortPhillip Gazette» on 10 October, 1840.
Nevertheless, their reportsbackhomeon opportunitiesfor wine-

growersin thenewcountrymusthavebeenfavourable, asa few
otherexperiencedwinedressersfrom the Neuchâtel regionar-
rived within a couple of years. In 1842 Frédéric Brequetand
David Louis Pettavelplantedtheir first vineyard«Neufchâtel» at
Pollock'sFord 15 kilometreswestof Geelong. In thesameyear
theBelperroudbrothersstartedtheir vineyard«Berramongo» in
nearbyCeres. Thelandwascultivatedon leasesof 14to 50years.
In orderto financesomeof the initial expensesof establishinga
vineyard they turned to orchards, vegetablesand nurseries,
whichofferedabalancedbudgetwithin threeto four years. Wine
productionat Pollock's Ford beganin 1845andit wasVictoria’s
first wine togetherwith thevintageat Ryrie'sstationin Lillydale.

Becauseof their desireto acquirethe right of owningland,

Pettaveland Brequet went through all the trouble to become
denizens. Denizationsrequiredtheapprovalof theSecretaryof
Statein London and they were gainedthrough petitioning the
governorof thecolony. It seemslikely that thetwo Swisswould
havegainedLa Trobe’s supportas they were two out of only
twenty aliens, who wereevergranteddenizationin Australian
colonies. After thenew Act of Naturalizationcameinto powerin
1849, denizationbecameobsoleteasnaturalizedpersonsnotonly
receivedtheright to own land, but alsoacquiredall the rightsof
natural born British subjectswith the exceptionof becoming
executiveor legislativecouncillors. This lastdiscriminationwas
droppedin 1858.

La Trobe's supportfor the Swisswasn't limited to official
mattersasis provenby his introductoryletter for JamesDardel
to Mr Gunnin Hobartin May 1847. Dardelwent to Van Diemen's
Land(today'sTasmania) toprocuregraftsfor alargegardenin St.
Kilda. This letter hasbeenwritten «in greathaste» asLa Trobe
statesat theend, andit indicatesthathis backingof theSwisswas
imposedby the winegrowersupon him he beingan influential
husbandof one of their compatriots, ratherthan by a personal
interestin thedevelopmentof the colonial wine industry.

Duringthenextforty yearsoverhundredSwissearnedtheir
living asvinegrowersin the Geelongarea. Most of them were
young, skilled and well educatedbachelorsoriginating from
Neuchâtel andadjacentdistricts with David Louis Pettaveland
JamesDardelbeingthemostprominentpromotersof this typical
chain-migration. Theearlysettlersemployedlatermigrantsand
theyoftenleasedor handedoversomeof theirpropertiesaspart
of thenewcomers' wages. Besidesthevineyardstheycontinued
to cultivate orchardsand crops experimentingwith different
plant varieties. Most of their equipmentand vine-grafts were
importedfrom SwitzerlandandFranceduring the early years.

In the 1850s and 1860s considerableproportionsof the
productsof theGeelongvineyards, orchardsandgardenswere
sold to passinggold-diggersor werecartedto thegoldfieldsof
BallaratandDaylesford. At Daylesfordtheyfoundagoodmarket
for wine amongstthe«Italians», asCharlesTétazwrote in oneof
his lettersto his family in Switzerlandprobablyunawarethat his
customerswere compatriotsfrom the Italian speakingCanton
Ticino.

Gold-discoveriesnot only resultedin thirsty throats, but
theyalsocausedsometrouble. OneOctobernight thetwoBelper-
roudbrothersandthreeof their mensatat thefireplaceathome.
Their discussionscameto an abrupt halt when two intruders
forced their way into the houseand searchedfor money and
valuableswhile holdingthefive menat gunpoint. AugustHinke,

a native of Silesia in Germany, resistedand waspromptly shot
dead. With army experiencebehind them the Belperrouds
scaredtheoffendersoff but couldn't preventtheir escape. Des-
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pite rising rewardsfrom £ 100to £ 300for theirapprehensionthe
criminalswereneverbroughtto justice.

The productsof the winegrowerswerealsosold at local
markets, andtheconstructionof thenewrailway lines to Ballarat
and Colacprovidednew customersfor fruits and home-baked
bread, which Louis Imer reportedlysold during the 1860s and
1870s.

David Louis Pettavel.
whoarrivedin thePort
Phillip District in 1842,

wasoneof themost
prominentand popular
promotersof viticulture
in the Geelongarea
(courtesyof Dr John
Tetaz. Melbourne).

The wine industryboomedin quantityandquality. In 1863
thefirst publicauctionsaleof bulk-winewasheldin Geelong, and
alreadyin 1857JeanBelperroudwon a prizefor his wine in the
Parisexhibitions. Severalmoreprizesandawardswereto follow
in Victoria andEurope. Geelong's landscapewasimprintedby
the wine industry initiated by the Swissand coveredan area
spreadingfrom thetownshipof LethbridgealongtheMoorabool
RiverandtheBarwonRiver to Fyansford, overtheBarraboolHills
asfar southasWaumPondsandMt Duneed. All thesevineyards
producedwine of a high standardand they were proof of the

successfulexperimentswith differentvinevarietiesandtheskills
of their proprietors, who werealsoexcellentbusinessmen, Most
of themwould havecarefully lookedafter the bookkeeping, as
did Martin Buchter, who notedall expensesincludinghis losses
when playing cardswith his Swissfriends. JamesDardeloften
cartedhis dried fruits up to Ballarat, where they would fetch
higherpricesthan in Geelong, andashe didn' t feel like paying
bridge-toll whenleavinghis property, heboughta pieceof land

on theothersideof theMooraboolRiver andbuilt his own ford.

Despite the personalsuccessthe winegrowersfailed to
overcomea generallybad reputationof colonial wines, which

resultedfrom damagingpracticesat othervineyards, e.g. dilu-

The 14 acres«PrinceAlbert Vineyard» on the Geelong-Colac Road at Waurn
Pondswasownedby David LouisPettavelandlater leasedto hisnephewCarles
Téta» The vineyard wasa worthy show-pieceduring the visit of the Duke of
Edinburghin 1867(courtesyof Dr JohnTetaz. Melbourne).
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R DA few roadnamesof
former local French-
Swisswinegrowersare
amongthe most
conspicuousremaining
tracesof last century's
activitiesat Waum
PondsnearGeelong.
Someof the historic
vineyardswerepartly
replantedby their new
proprietorsin the1970s
and1980s

tion or inappropriatestorage. SomeSwisswine merchants, such
asAbrahamGascardin MelbourneandAugusteTétaz in Ballart,

vigorouslypromotedtheir countrymen's productsandqualities
but without any lastingsuccess. Thereforeit appearedasa nice
gesture, whenthe governmentin Melbournecelebratedthean-

nouncementof Victoria's independencefrom New SouthWales
with wine from Frédéric Amiet of Pollock's Ford in November
i860.

I
Geelong's wine industrycameto a suddenhalt in the late

1870s. On 3December, 1877the«GeelongAdvertiser» reported
the discoveryof the grapelousePhylloxeraVastatrix. By early
1879thediseasehadaffectedthemajority of thevineyardsin the
Geelongdistrict, which is shown on the plan attachedto the
«Report of the Secretaryfor Agriculture on the Inspectionof
VineyardsunderctheDiseasesin VinesAct 1877>. In adesperate
attemptto stopthe outbreakand to protectothervine growing
areasthe Departmentof Agriculture orderedthe removaland
burning of all the vinesaroundGeelong. No vineyardwasal-
lowedto bereplantedfor a periodof four years, which waslater
extendedto ten years. The oppositionagainstthe government
decreeremaineddiscreetdespitethedemoralizingimpactandit
wassolelyconfinedto a vigorousfight for highercompensations.

In 1888 Frédéric Imer and Frédéric Marendazreplanted
someof their vineyardsat WaumPondsclaiminga legal right to
doso. However, despitetheencouragementandmoralsupport
from their countrymentheyfailed to revitalizea secondboomof
Geelong's wine industry. Their failure reflectsa development
rootedwell beforePhylloxera. Signsof a troubledindustrywere
noticedby theSecretaryof Agricultureon his visit to theareain
1879, whenhereportedto havefounda numberof largeneclect-
ed vineyards. ExceptJamesDardel all of the most prominent
promotersof wine making had died. David Louis Pettavelwas
buried in 1871 (the 500 attendantsunderlininghis popularity),

Frédéric Brequetdiedin 1872, AlexandreBelperroudin 1875and
his brotherJohnin 1883. Many of the winegrowersstill alive had
reachedan advancedageandnoneof the following generation
wasableto successfullyfill in thegap. Themajority of theformer

vigneronstried their luck by investingthe government’s com-
pensationin extensionsof theirorchardsandgardens. Othersleft
the affectedareaaltogetherandstartedfarming particularly in

Gippsland. However, the loss through Phylloxera proved too
heavyfor them to recoverandnoneof them died asa wealthy
man.

Only oneof theoriginal vine plantsprior to Phylloxerawas
savedby hiding it in a shed. This vine waslater replantedandit
still ornamentsa portal of the former vineyard«Neuchâtel» at
Ceres. This plant, a few intact stonehouseswith wine cellars,

severalruins andsomeFrenchroad namesareall that remain
visible from theearlyactivitiesof theSwisswinegrowersin the
Geelongarea.
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Frenchorigin, who grewup in PeseuxnearNeuchâtel. After an
unsuccessfulstartatKyneton, north-westof Melbourne, hesetup
avineyardfor eachof hissonsin Lillydale in theearly1860s. They
werecertainly morethan welcomedby thedeCastellasandde
Purys, who relied upon their expertisein viticultural matters.

Similarly to GeelongtheLillydale groupencouragedmainly
SwissandFrenchspecialistsaswell aslabourersto emigratein
orderto work on their propertieswith HubertdeCastellabeing
themostprominentpromoter. Thereis noclearindicationof how
manySwissmigrantswerefinally working in Lillydale. But asone
part of the townshipLilydale wasthen called «Little Neuchâtel»
quitea numberof peopleoriginatingfrom that Frenchspeaking
areamust havebeenworking in thesevineyards.

In contrastto the leadingSwisswinegrowersaroundGee-
long the de Castellasand de Purys paid all their employees
wages. This providedlittle incentiveto remainparmanentlyas
only a small numberof Swisslabourersactuallysettledin Lilly -

dale, andmost of themdidn't engagein viticulture but in more
traditionalfarming. Oneof them, JohnBurgi from CantonBerne,

ProsperousVineyards in Lillydale*
A secondsettlementof Swisswinegrowersstartedwith thearrival
of AdolphedeMeuron, a nephewof Mrs La Trobe, andPaulde
Castellain Melbournein 1849. Thesetwo friendshad learned
aboutthepromisingprospectsof thesheepandcattleindustryin
the Port Phillip District while stayingin London for Englishstu-
dies. Theymanagedtoconvincetheirfathersto backtheir planned
cattlestation financially, which was facilitated by the parental
knowledgeof thepresenceof thesupportiveLa Trobefamily. In
Melbournethetwo youngmenwereaccommodatedatLaTrobe's
home«Jolimont», namedafter anareaoutsideNeuchâtel, where
MrsLa Trobe'sparentsownedland. VerysoondeMeuronandde
Castellagot in touch with influential personalitiesin the colony
andeventuallytook over thestation«Yering», part of the Ryrie
propertynearLilydale, somethirty kilometresnorth-eastof Mel-
bourne. In 1838 the Ryrie brothershad plantedVictoria's first
vineyard probably from cuttings provided by the MacArthur
family at Camden, andtheywerehelpedby JamesDardelfrom
Neuchâtel to producethe first wine sevenyearslater labelled
«ChâteauYering». Dardelcontinuedhisassistancefor theRyries
while settingup his four «ParadiseVineyards» at Batesfordnear
Geelong.

In the early 1850s two othernephewsof Mrs La Trobe, the
two brothersBaron GuillaumeandSamuelde Pury, and Paul's
older brotherHubertdeCastellaarrivedin Melbourne. Hubert
wasanaturalizedFrenchman, whogaveupacareerin theFrench
army for an adventurouslife in Australia.

Noneof thesenewsettlershadany farmingbackgroundor
any experiencewith the productionof wine. Nevertheless, they
startedsuccessfullywith sheepand cattle fatteningduring the
gold-rushera. After overcomingfinancial problemsdueto the
purchaseof theirstationspartlyatauctionsaround1860thedePury
anddeCastellabrothersstartedor expandedtheirvineyards.

In 1854theywerejoinedbyJosephClementDeschampsand
his threesons. Deschampswasan experiencedviticulturist of

Thelandof GruyerenearLilydale issrill cultivatedby descendantsof JohnBurgi.* Theshireis speltLillydale and the townshipLilydale.
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8SÜÉ̂becamean innovativeorchardistand cultivator of berries. De-

scendantsof his numerouschildrenstill work on theporpertyat

GruyereoutsideLilydale.
GuillaumedePury's«Yeringberg» andHubertdeCastella’s

«St. Huberts» developedinto Lillydale 's most successfulvine-

yards. Their productswon prizesin Melbourneaswell asin Eu-
ropeaboveall in Franceandthey experiencedtheir mostglo-
riousdaysin thelate 1870sandearly1880sat a time, when their
Geelongcounterpartsweredestroyedby Phylloxera.

But evenduring thoseyearsof success, viticulture, though

most important, didn' t createtheonly sourceof income. Hubert
de Castella experimentedwith quite different agricultural
products, suchas cheese. A story is told that he employeda
cheesemakerfrom Gruyère in CantonFribourg, wherethe de

Castellafamily originates. Their Lillydale grazingareafacingthe
GreatDividing Rangeresembledthesceneryof Gruyère. How-

ever, despitebeingproducedwith an identicalnamein similar
surroundingsthecheesedidn’ t turn out well becauseof differen-
cesin herbcompositionon the pastures. This wastheexcuseof
the cheesemaker for his bossanyway. The experimentwas
abandoned, but the locality nameremainedon the maps.

Both estates, «St. Huberts» and «Yeringberg», wereenter-
prisesof considerablesize. At eachapproximately25 persons
were permanentlyemployed, a figure wich tripled during the
vintageperiod. Besidesviticulturists the gentlemenproprietors
engagedothertradesmenin theirforgesandcooperages, where
the requiredtoolsandvatsweremanufactured. At homeprivate
tutorseducatedthechildren, whereascooksandservantswere
running the householdsand lookedafter the occasionallyquite
numerousanddistinguishedguests.

The Deschampsfamily diversified in a similar way by op-

eratingacooperage, whichprovidedcasksfor vineyardsall over
Victoria, and theysoldvine stakesaswell asfencingposts. The
youngestson, Clement, had a distillery producingup to 1500
gallonsof brandya year. Louis Deschampsopenedhis «Wine
Hall» in Lilydale in 1878, which wasoneof thefew placesbesides
cafés in Geelongand Melbourne, where their wine could be
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Unlike Geelong's vineyards, Lillydale'sestatesincludedapartfrom vineyards,
cellarsandat timesmajestichouses, alsocooperages, forgesandin thecaseof
LouisDeschampsa winehall (courtesyof SandyRoss. Lillydale HistoricalSociety).

bought, Hubert de Castella traded his wine at his own «St.
Huberts's Wine Cellar» in CollinsStreetin Melbourne.

Theseprosperousdays in Lillydale didn' t last very long
despitePhylloxerahavingsparedthe vineyardsin the Upper
YarraValley. Increasingdifficulties in marketingthewine, finan-
cial problemspartlyasa resultof thebanks' collapsein Victoria
in theearly1890s, ageingproprietorsandfinally theeffectsof the
fungusmildew in themid-1910sgraduallydiminishedthepartof
income stemming from wine sales. Hubert de Castella sold
«St. Hubert’s» to his partnerAndrew Rowanin 1890losing thou-
sandsof poundsand returnedto Switzerland. At «Yeringberg»
the last vineswerepulled out in theearly1920s.

An areaonce renownedfor its beautiful wines became
dominatedby the dairy industry. «St. Hubert’s» waseventually
pulled down and «Yeringberg» partly destroyedby a fire. But
survivingstablesandwinecellarat «Yeringberg» still beartesti-
mony to pastgloriousdays.
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Viticulturists in Other Vine Growing Areas
In the 1860s a few winegrowersoriginatingfrom the Neuchâtel
arealeft Geelongin order to establishvineyardsat Rutherglen.
Probably a dozen families settledalong the Murray River in
northernVictoria. Unfortunately, theywerehit by Phylloxerabe-

fore their vineyardshad reachedtheir peak. Nevertheless, the
Swissstayedin theareaandengagedin otheragriculturalactivi-
ties. However, the lack of achievement, fame and enthusiastic
leadershipmayexplainwhy very little is known aboutthem.

At aboutthesametimeasthenewlyarrivedwinegrowersat
RutherglenanotherNeuchâtelois, AiméLouisRuedin, plantedhis
vineyardat Huntly nearBendigo. His incomewassupplemented
bysellingfruits from hisorchards. Apart from him nootherSwiss
winegroweris known to havecometo thisarea. However, in the
late 19th century a few viticulturists settled in the Goulbourn
Valleyasdid FrederickEgli in Tabilk andin westernVictoria like
CharlesApothélos in GreatWestern.
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Social Background of the Migrants
It may besurprisingto seesucha largenumberof mostly well
educatedandskilled youngmenleavinghomefor a little known
country in the antipodes. Furthermore, most of themdid arrive
with their familiy 's financialsupportprovidingthemeansfor the
passageandinitial investments.

None of the quite numerousdocuments, which the wine-
growershave left behind, explainsthe reasonsfor their emi-
grationclearly. Seventeenyearsold CharlesTétazwasjust tired
of hisnativeBoudrynearNeuchâtel without furtherdetails. Some
of hislettersbackhomepoint to theunwillingnessof theteenager
to work ashardin theparentalvineyardsashisfatherrequested.
Furthermore, theremayhavebeenroomfor justonesonto inherit
the family's property, which encouragedthe emigrationof the
remainingmoreadventuroussons. Thisseemsto havebeenthe
decidingfactor, which transportedMartin Buchterfrom Thayn-
genin CantonSchaffhausento Geelong. He wrote in a later letter
to his brotherthat he wasmeantto look after theestateat home.
Over-population, cropfailuresandin later yearsthedevastation
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fully to convinceSir HenryParkes, Premierof New SouthWales,
to invest£ 2000a yearin a book to bewritten in English, French,

Italian and Germanin the respectivecountriesto stimulatethe
immigrationmainly of farmersinto Australiancolonies.

Hubert de Castellaand Guillaume de Pury recruitedmi-
grantsduring their trips to Europeand newly arrivedsettlers
particularlyfromSwitzerlandwerereadilyemployedin theGee-
long andLillydale vineyards. GuillaumedePury wasHonorary
Consulfor Switzerlandfrom 1875 to his deathin 1890 and the
leadingFrench-Swisswereactivefoundingmembersof the be-
nevolentSwissSocietyof Victoria from 1879onwards.

Thearistocraticbackgroundof Swisswinegrowerswasalso
reflected in the attitude towardsthe Royal Family in London.

Queen's Birthday alwaysmeantrespectfulcelebrationsand the
assassinationattempt on the life of the Duke of Edinburgh in
Sydneyin 1867 was vigorously condemned. Later in the year
whentheDukepassedGeelonghereceiveda loyal andglorious
salutefrom the Swiss. It was with enormouspride that Charles
Tétazandhis uncleDavid Louis Pettavelshowedthe Duke their
vineyard«PrinceAlbert» andcorrespondingwinecellarandthe
royal guestwaspleasedto receivea gift of their wine.

Theimpactof theSwisswinegrowerson thedevelopmentof
the Colony of Victoria has been remarkableespeciallywhen
consideringtheirsmallnumber. Theirsuccessmaybeattributed
to the arrival in a very young colony, the good educationand
aboveall theenthusiasticendeavourof their leaders.

of Europeanvineyardsby Phylloxerawerethemain reasonsfor
the emigrationof the early Swisssettlersin the Geelongarea.

Suchargumentshardlyappliedto gentlemenmigrantslike
the de Castellasandde Purys. In Europeordinarycitizenshad
startedto underminetheprivilegesof theruling élites. Democra-
cies were formed, suchas the Swissoutlined in the 1848-con-

stitution. This followedSwitzerland'sonly civil war in 1847, when
conservativeCatholic cantonsfought the establishmentof a
democraticnation. Paul de Castella was involved in this war
lastingthreeweeks. As his engagementdestroyedall his pros-
pectsof prefermentin governmentservice, Paulwassentby his
fatherto Englandto learnthe languagein orderto find a postin
bankingor commerce.

Thesocialturmoil concurrentwith thenewdemocraticsys-
tem hasto bestressedasone of the major reasonsleadingto
emigrationthe more so as many of the migrantsbelongedto
leadingfamiliesin their hometowns. It musthavebeencomfort-
ing for the concernedparentsto see their sonssettling in a
colony, wheremonarchywasstill little challenged.

Having left homeby their own free will most of the wine-
growerstried to stayin regularcontactwith their families. How-

ever, their enthusiasmin writing letterswasseldomreturnedby
their parentsleading to resentments. Jules Tétaz reactedby
telling hiscousinCharlesto write backhomethathis family need
not worry if theGeelongpostoffice wereto collapssuddenly. He,

Jules, would certainly not be among the casualtiesas he had
stoppedgoingto theoffice andaskingfor lettersin vain! Charles
promptly carried out the order hoping that their relativesin
Boudry would get the hint.

Engagementin Public Life
With thissocialbackgroundit musthavebeenrathernaturalfor
manyof thewinegrowersto engagein leadingpositionsof public
life . GuillaumedePurywaspresidentof theShireof Lillydale nine
times and Louis Deschampswas an officer in the sameshire.
HubertdeCastellapromotedemigrationto Victoria by publishing
enthusiasticreportson colonial life . In 1881 he tried unsuccess-
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the returnof PallaandPozzi. On 1 June, 1851, Louis Chapalay, a
businessmanfrom the FrenchspeakingCantonVaud living in
Sydney, informedtheSwissauthoritiesin Berneaboutthe gold-
discoveriesof Bathurstin NewSouthWales. He expecteda large
numberof Europeansto be attractedto the gold-fields and of-
feredtheSwissGovernmenthelpfor hiscompatriotsif necessary.
By 1855Chapalayhadbecomethefirst Swissconsulin Australia.

Oneyearafterhisfirst letterChapalaysentanotherreporton the
economicstateandthe impactof gold in New SouthWales. Ex-

tractswereconsequentlypublishedin Ticino newspapersin May
1853. This triggereda zealouspropagandafor voyagesto Aus-
traliangold-fields by travelagentswith headquartersin German
speakingSwitzerland. However, only asmallnumberof Ticinesi
could initially beconvincedto leavefor theantipodes.

The returnof thesuccessfulPallaandPozzimusthavebeen
most welcomefor the travelagents, asthe two were the living
proof of gettingrich in a shorttime in Australia. Who would not
havebeentemptedto leavethefamily andhomefor two or three
yearsin orderto solvefinancial problemsonceandfor all?

Speculativebusinesshadbecomethe favouritespare-time
occupationamongthefew alreadyrich Ticinesi. Theylent money
for the passageto Melbournesecuringfor themselvesa good
sharein theprofitsof all futuregoldsales. But themostimportant
supportivefinancierswere the communes. Their leaderscon-
cludedthatit wouldbewiserto investpublicmoneyby providing
the potential gold-diggerswith a few hundredfrancs for the
journeyto bepaidbackwith interestlater, ratherthantosupport
their strugglingcitizensindefinitely without any realistic pros-
pectof return.

Switzerland's leading travel agentslocatedtheir Locarno
outlets in the beautiful Promenadeon the shoresof Lago Mag-
giore and built up their often doubtful practices. Competition
amongthem must have beenextremelystrongas they found
severalwaysof cuttingcostsandofferingadvantageouslyprized
placesusuallyon Germanshipswhich left Hamburg. The travel
agentswereevenpreparedto advancepart of the travel fee in
exchangefor a fair sharein their customer's expectedfortunes.

III . Italian -SwissGold-Diggers

TheStartof anExodus
Around1850life in alpinevalleys, especiallyin theItalianspeak-
ingCantonTicino, wasfar from beingenjoyable. A seriesof crop
failureshadsubstantiallyreducedthe food reserves. The Ger-
man-Swisslandlordshad withdrawnunderthe bannerof demo-

cratizationin Switzerlandby taking their moneywith them and
leaving behinda little socially organizedpopulationwith inex-
periencedgovernments. But evenworseweretheimpactsof the
tradeban imposedby the Austrian monarchsuponSwitzerland.

It effectivelystoppedtheintensetradebetweentheCantonTicino
andthe neighbouringLombardy. Additionally theAustrianshad
forcedthoseTicinesi, whohadbeenworkingmainly in Venice, to
repatriatewithin a few days. The majority of the concerned
peopleoriginatedfrom the two adjacentvalleys, Valle Maggia
andVal Verzasca, in the hinterlandof Locarno. By settlingback
home they dramatically enhancedoverpopulationand corre-
spondingfood shortages.

It wasduringthosedaysof desperationthat the two adven-
turersGiovanni Antonio Palla from Cevio and TommasoPozzi
from Coglio returnedto their nativeValle Maggia on 7 August,
1854. They had left homeonly a coupleof yearsearlier, so that
evenchildren could rememberthesepennilessmigrants. Now
theycamebackasrich menfrom an unknownplacecalledJim
Crow in Victoria of far awayAustraliahavingthousandsof Swiss
francsin theirpockets. PallaandPozzihadmadetheir fortunesby
picking up gold at Jim Crow (today's Daylesford/Hepburn
Springs) where, accordingto newrumours, theyellow metalwas
laying on the ground like pebblestonesat home. This story
quickly spreadfrom village to village in the Valle Maggia and
proceededto theneighbouringvalleysVal Verzasca. Val Onser-
noneand thedistrict of Locarno.

Thenewsof gold-discoveriesin New SouthWalesandVic-

toria had reachedSwitzerlandalreadya coupleof yearsbefore
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Theagents, afterrealisingthathardlyanyof their customers
could reador understandthe Germanwritten contract, quickly
capitalizedonthesituation. Forexample, oneagentsoldticketsfor
half thepriceon theconditionthathisclientspaytherestafterthe
arrival in Melbourneby their work within two years. TheTicinesi,
whowereonly tooeagerto leavetheshipandto continuethetrip

to the goldfields, felt trappedby their contracts.
Another agentsold tickets to Sydney, which were in re-

duceddemandandthuscheaperin contrastwith thoseissuedto

Melbourne. Heevenmadehiscustomersfalselybelievethat their
destinationwasn’ t much farther away from Jim Crow than the
favouredport in Victoria. Reality must havecomeasa shockto

the85 Ticinesiamongthe passengersof the «DanielRoss». The
ship from Hamburgarrived in Sydneyin late April 1855after a
journeyof 150days, which wasalmosttwice aslong asintended.
Far away from Jim Crow the Italian-Swisshad to look for work
without knowledgeof the English language. They finally found

employmentoffered by English settlers, sympatheticto Swiss
peopleor by big companiesengagedin roadand railway con-

struction. Duringthisdifficult periodLouisChapalayprovedmost
supportive.

But evenmeanerwasthe practiceto sell ticketsto Australia
withoutspecifyingtheexactdestination, thoughthoseshipswere
boundfor Sydney. Those176 Italian-Swisspassengerson board
theDutch «HeileageLudwina» wereinitially convincedtheyhad
paidfor a trip to Melbournebutactuallytheyendedupin Sydney
Harbourin October1855after a most troublesomejourney. The
ship'sdeparturefrom Belgium'sAntwerpwasdelayedby efforts
of the passengersto increasethe food supplywhich, however,
remainedscarcethroughoutthe voyage. During the first few
weeksthethird classpassengersrefusedto eatmouldy biscuits,
and later out of Capeof Good Hope they were forced to pay
additionally for the rotten food. When they finally arrived in
Sydneyafter 149 daysof nearstarvationtheir friendsand rela-
tivescouln't recognizethem. It mighthavecomeasalittle comfort
that theship’scaptainLommersewaseventuallyprosecutedfor
his criminal behaviour. Oncemore Louis Chapalay, now Swiss
Consul, provedto beveryhelpful. Headvertisedin the«Sydney
MorningHerald» in orderto find jobsfor his unfortunatecompa-
triots. The strandedTicinesi consequentlyfound work with a
considerablenumberof them beingemployedin Hunter's Hill .
Therea few wealthyFrenchmenhadstartedto build up a new
suburbnow renownedfor its stylish sandstonehouses. A few
Ticinesieventuallymanagedto join their relativesin theVictorian
gold-fields.

News of dramatic voyages, such as that of the ill fated
«HeileageLudwina», probablywould havestoppedany further
exodusevenif therehadbeenany potentialmigrantsleft. From
1854to 1856almost2000Ticinesihadleft for the now famousJim
Crow, amongthem only threewomen. The gold-diggerswere
menof a wide agespanandincludedteenagerslike thecousins
AlessandroandAbbondioQuanchi, both 14-year-oldsandorigi-
natingfrom Maggiaaswell as69-year-old FrancescoGianini from
Mergosciain the Locarnodistrict. Most werenativesfrom Valle

AntonioBondieiti (1837-1882), astone-masonfrom Avegno. wasthemostsuccess-
ful Ticinesi to arriveon the ill fatedship«HeileageLudwina» in Sydneyin 1855.

He built his own housein Hunter's Hill , ownedthe local sandstonequarryand
supervisedtheconstructionof the Hunter's Hill CongregationChurch
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Maggiaandadjacentvalleys. They only spokeItalian anda con-
siderableproportionwasilliterate. Somehadleamta trade, such
as mason, stonecutter, carpenteror chimneysweep, but more
than half of the migrantsweresemi- and unskilled farmersor
labourers.

Thecultural influence
of Irish is eminentin
their tombstonesin
Catholiccemeteries,
wheremanyTicinesi
areburied. Thegrave
of AndreaLafranchi
(1839-1897) who ran
the «SwissMountain
Hotel» at Blampied
nearDaylesford, is
situatedat Eganstown.

The gold-diggershad left behinda populationof women,

smallchildren, disabledandold persons, whohadtocultivatethe
smallpropertiesin theruggedalpinevalleysin ordertosurvive.

The numberof work relatedaccidentsincreaseddramatically,
childrensufferedseverebodydeformationsimposedby thehard
work and only few babies, mostly illegitimate, were born for
severalyears. This catastrophicdisruption in strictly Catholic
communitiescausedby the men's migration to Victoria is still
rememberedin localsongsaswell asbyold paintingsin church-
esandalongthewaysof theCross.

Whereis theGold?
Although the voyageof the «HeileageLudwina» remainedun-

surpassedconcerningpoorservice, hardlyany of the passages
would have beenconsidereda pleasuretrip by the Ticinesi.
Burials of their compatriotsand boredomduring the up to 175
daysonseamusthaveseverelyshakenthesepeople, who were
usedto hard work andclosefamily ties. Settingfoot on land m
Melbourne was therefore welcomed with great relief . After
purchasingprovisionsthey soon left the capital of Victoria in
order to pick up the gold at Jim Crow and to return to their
waiting families in Ticino asquickly aspossible.

Jim Crow turnedout to bea tentcity spreadingovera large
areaandshelteringa hugepopulationof not alwayshelpful and
honestfellow gold-diggers. Searchingfor the preciousmetal
meant very hard and often dangerouswork. Good food was
scarceand expensive, diseasesasa result of malnutrition and
accidents were commonplace. The nearest Roman-Catholic
priest, whohadto bepaidfor hisservices, residedin Melbourne
meaninga three-day-trip oneway. For comfort they reliedupon
fellow Ticinesi as most of them were ignorant of the English
language.

Only averysmallnumberof Ticinesistruckit lucky because
the claim of gold lying aroundlike pebblestonesprovedto be
illusory. Mostof thosewhoweresuccessfulhadleft homein early
1854andreturnedin late 1857, just the way all haddreamedof.
However, the later arriving majority sooncameto realize that
they couldn’ t makea living out of their discoveriesevenwhen
formingandworking in smallco-operatives. Takingupa regular
job without supportandEnglishspeakingability washardlyan
option. Thereforemanyof themstartedfarmingon a smallscale
andsold whateverthey could dispensewith to luckier fellows.
Their searchfor gold continuedas a part-time or spare-time
occupationratherthanasa full -time job. Consequently, within a
few yearstheir interest was absorbedby dairy farms and no
longerby fights for betterworking conditionsin thegold-fields.
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Nevertheless, newsor rumoursof new lucrativegold dis-
coveriesalwaysattractedaconsiderablenumberof Ticinesi, thus
dispersingto Castlemaine, Ballarat, Bendigo, Maryboroughand
other gold-towns of that period. Someeven left Australia al-
togetherandtriedtheirluck in thegold-fieldsof NewZealandand
NorthAmericaor joinedtheTicinesifarmersin California. Others
managedto return to Switzerlandby borrowing money for a
secondtime. Finally, a few fortunateoneswereableto organise
their families' reunionin Victoria.

Despitetheselater migratory movementsthe Daylesford
arearemainedthecentreof the Ticinesisettlementin Australia
until the early 20th century. It was here that Stefano Pozzi
(1833-1922) from Giumagliodevelopedinto probablythe most
enterprisingSwissgold-digger by becomingthe managerand
oneof only threeshareholdersof the Long Tunnel Mine. Pozzi
belongedto the few lucky ones, who went back to Switzerland
after a couple of years, married a local girl and returnedto
Australiain ordertosettledown. But themajority of themigrants
couldn't afford holidaysoverseasandthey found their Catholic,
generallymuch youngerand Irish wives in the mining colony.

To becomea publicanwasoneof the major alternativesto mining for Ticinesi
gold-seekers. PietroPescia(1836-1906) from Gerra in the Val Verzascaran the
«NationalHotel» in Daylesford. Depictedarepartof his family andfriends(cour-
tesyof NancyHodgson. Sydney).

BattistaRighetti'sgroceryandwereproudof enticingawaytheir
compatriot's customers. Their fresh breadseemsto havebeen
very popular particularly amongthe other Ticinesi. However,
sevenmonthsafteropeningthesuccessfulshopburntdown, thus
destroyinggoodsandcash. ThePozzisreopenedin aslab-house,
which was a luxury at that time. Unfortunately, this couragous
investmentwasnot rewardedby a correspondingincome. Busi-
nessin generalhadslumpedin thegold-fieldsaroundDaylesford
forcing theminersto buy on credit. LeonardoPozzi(1831-1908)
thendecidedto leavethefamily businessto takeover a hotelat
Mt Franklin nearHepburnSpringstogetherwith two partners.
After anothereconomicdownturnand the discoveryof gold at
nearbyYandoit, Leonardoopenedthe«YandoitHotel» , wherehe
eventuallygotcaughtsellingdrinkswithouta licence. But thelure
of gold remainedandthenextbusinessslumpcausedhim toclose
down and to try his luck asgold-diggeronceagain.

Impact of the Ticinesi
A surprisinglylargenumberof Ticinesistayedin thegoldmining
businessall theirlivesdespitetheexperiencedfrustrations. They
usually engagedin contract work as miners, carters, wood-
splittersandotherunskilled jobs for the big mining companies.
Theywerebadly paidandwereamongthefirst to bedismissed
during economiccrises. On severaloccasions, when the next
short-lived boomfailed to materializequickly, theywerewithout
meansand their strugglefor survivalcontinuedright up to their
deaths.

Besidesoperatingfarms, whichin lateryearsoftenincluded
small vineyards, groceriesand hotels were the most popular
alternativesto mining. The threePozzibrothersfrom Giumaglio
for instancestarteda bakeryandgroceryat Jim Crow in 1856.

This was only one year after the last of them, Leonardo, had
arrived. They put up their tent shopa few metresaway from
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wick , theoldSartorihouseandapicturesquechapelin Yandoitas
well asseveralheadstonesin Catholiccemeteries. However, a
respectablenumberof descendantscarry on their Italian-Swiss
namesall over Australia. In family historiesandlocal talksof the
old timesit will beremembered, how theTicinesiusedto gather
in the hotelsof their friendsin order to play the songsof their
nativealpinevalleys, how theyusedto cooktheir meatall dayto
avoid contamination, or how they lamentedon all the money
wastedby the governmentfor theCrown.

One might assumethat most of the financially successful
Ticinesi left Australia for Switzerlandor at leastfor the United
Stateslike PietroSartori from Giumaglio did and as Leonardo
Pozzi would have liked to do. After having failed in Yandoit's
gold-fieldshemovedto theSouthIslandof New Zealandin 1865,

wherehecontinuedhiselusivesearchfor goldandworkedlater
asa publican. A badlyspeculatedsaleof his hotel left him just
enoughmoneyto returnwith his family to Melbourneandtostart
all overagainin 1890, hebeing59yearsof ageby then. Leonardo
took up the tradeof a gunsmithandorthopaedist, which hehad
learnt as a young man in Lausanne. His businessin Fitzroy (a
suburbof Melbourne) wasa «very fair one, but not a fat one» as
hecharacterizedthesituationhimself. Evenhis inventionof a pen
feeder, enablingits user to write «200 to 400 wordsandabout
eightlinesof musicwith onedip of thepen», resembledhisefforts
in the gold-fields of little success.

The right to buy land and to acquirethe licence to sell
alcoholicdrinks in their hotelswere the major reasonsbehind
naturalizations. After 1901theagepensionbecameanotherincen-

tive for an Australiancitizenship. A high proportionof Ticinesi
hadto rely on welfareinstitutionsoncetheyweredisabledor too
old to work as they often lackeda supportivefamily. Despite
working hardall their lives, many failed to succeedand at the
bestthey receivedcredit for their fine characterasdid 86-year-
old GiuseppeGaggioni from Gordevioafter his death in Mel-
bourne-

More Italian -SwissSettlers in Victoria
Therewasanothergroupof 200to 300Italianspeakingsettlersto
arrivein Victoria. Theyall originatedfrom theVal di Poschiavo,
a narrowvalley in thesouth-easternpart of the CantonGrisons.
At first glancetherearemanyparallelsbetweentheemigration
of thePoschiaviniandtheTicinesi. Bothareas, facingsouth, were
stronglyinfluencedby adjacentItaly , theyareseparatedfrom the

Theimpactof theTicinesimainly remainedconfinedlocally,

mostapparentlyto theDaylesfordareaandto nearbygold-town-
ships. A few will berememberedfor theiractivitiesin publiclife ,

suchas Michele Bedolla from Russo, who was a justice of the
peace, council presidentof the Mt Franklin Shire and vice-
presidentof the Daylesfordhospital, or GiacomoMonotti from
Cavigliano, who wasa healthinspectorin the Mt FranklinShire.

Despite their large number, the Ticinesi left behind few
visible traces, suchasthebeautifulsandstonehousesin Sydney's
suburbHunter's Hill , AndreaLafranchi'sSwissMountainHotel at
Blampiedon theMidlandHighwaybetweenDaylesfordandCres-

AndreaLafranchi's
Hotel in Blampiednear
Daylesfordis oneof
the few remaining
heritagesof Ticinesi
gold-diggersof the
1850s.
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rest of Switzerlandby the at timesclosedpassesSanGottardo
(Ticino) andPassodi Bernina(Val di Poschiavo), and their pre-
dominantlyrural populationhada long tradition of migration to
Italy in generalandto Venicein particular. Thereforeit seemsto
belogical that thePoschiaviniwould haveheardaboutthegold-
discoveriesin Victoria from Ticinesifriendsin Venice. However,
a closerlook at the migrationpatternsputsthe too simplecom-
binationin doubt. ThePoschiaviniwerenot headedfor Jim Crow
but for the Sandhurstgold-fields (today a suburbof Bendigo) .
They emigratedover a period of half a centurywith marked
peaksin the late 1850s andearly 1860s ratherthan the confine-
ment to a coupleof yearsof the Ticinesi. Furthermoremost of
thesemigrantswereagedin the twentiesincludingsomenewly
married.

localnewspaperandinitiatedthetrip of anadventurerto Austra-
lia thustriggeringthecomingchain-migration?Or did oneof the
seasonalmigrantspick up thenewsin an Europeantown? There
is evenno clearevidence, who thefirst Poschiavinigold-digger
was. It could havebeenGiuseppeDorizzi (1812-1892), who left
homefor Australia in the 1850s asdid GiovanniSemadeni. The
latterproceededto Australiavia ReggioEmilia in Italy. Semadeni
struck luck andsoonreturnedwith a small fortuneto his native
valley. But feelingthathewasstill too youngto settle, he left first
for Franceandlater for Belgium, wherehe ran a confectionery
shop. Knowing of Anglo-Saxonpreferencesfor sweetsthrough
hisexperiencein Australia, Semadenilatersetupaconfectionery
businessin Brighton, Englandand therebystartinga seriesof
famousPoschiavinicakeshopsandcafés.

The young Poschiaviniseemto have travelled in small
groupsto Australia. Martin Buchter from Thayngenin Canton
Schaffhausen, whobecamea winegrowerin Geelong, mentioned
22 Poschiaviniaccompanyinghim on his trip from Liverpool to
Melbournein early1858. He wasanythingbut impressedby his
compatriots. Buchter describesthem as being dishonest, ag-
gressive, greedyand dirty men with just one exception, who
evidentlysharedhis own misfortuneof beingseasick! This could
havebeenanindicationof the poorandpronouncedrural back-
groundof theseItalian-Swiss. Nevertheless, the majority of Pos-
chiavini emigrantsto Australiaseemto havebeenable to write
and readItalian in contrastto the Ticinesi.

The Poschiaviniheadedfor the gold-fields in the Bendigo
areaand plannedto repatriateas rich men within a few years
time. Similarly to the Ticinesi, only a few, such as Giovanni
Semadeni, werelucky enoughto seetheir dreamsrealized. But
their gloriousstoriestold in hotelsandcafésprovedto bemore
effectivethantheoddwarninglettersentbackby lessfortunate
countrymenstill strugglingoverseas. Thiscreateda rosypicture
of Australia in the Val di Poschiavo. It kept the chain-migration
goinguntil theabruptstopimposedby thefirst World War. The
positivepicture of Australia drawn by the Poschiavinistrongly
contradictsits lastingbadreputationin theCantonTicino.

The peoplefrom the Val di Poschiavowereobviously un-

awareof theTicinesiexodusandof the fact thatotherareashad
alsobeenaffectedby theeconomicdownturn. This is confirmed
by a surprisedGiovanniMini , who wrote in a letter backhome
beforedepartingHamburgin 1859, that, unlike thegeneralbelief
in Poschiavothat only Poschiaviniwereemigrating, he found a
largenumberof familieswaiting to leaveEurope.

The Austrian blockadeagainstSwitzerlandfrom 1848 on-

wardsdidn't havethesamecatastrophiceffectson thePoschiavini
ason theTicinesi. The Val di Poschiavohadalwaysmaintained
close ties with the Grisonsand particularly with the adjacent
regionof the UpperEngadin. Being locatedin a transitareathe
Poschiaviniprofitedfrom anagreementbetweentheGrisonsand
Venicefrom the8th century, which includedworking permitsin
the southerntrade capital. This close relationshiplasteduntil
1776, when Venice quitted the agreementand forced the Pos-
chiavini to leavethe town within a coupleof days. Somerepat-
riatedandothersresettledin otherItalian townsor elsewherein
Europe.

But up to dateit still remainsa mysteryasto how the news
of theVictorian gold-discoverieshadreachedthissecludedval-
ley with sucha long traditionof migration. HadLouis Chapalay's
reporton the New SouthWalesgold-fields beenpublishedin a
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A considerablenumberof lessfortunatePoschiavinisettled
in Bendigo’s suburbsor spreadto other gold-townshipsin the
area betweenMaldon and Dunolly. Severalbecamefarmers,
grocersandpublicans, which reflectstheirlackof chanceto learn
a tradebecauseof a missing industrialbasein the Val di Pos-
chiavo. Carlo Lardi openedhis grocery in Wandiligong near
Bright, andhis daughterAdela becamea well known nun, who
died at the ageof 102 in Melbourne. Giovanni Mini endedhis
careerasgold-digger in Bendigoafter 14 yearsand moved to
Sydney, whereheandhis brotherworkedasgold-acceptors. By
the late 19th centurySydneyhadattractedsome20 Poschiavini,
who were fairly successfulasstone-masons, carpenters, wine-
growersor pastry-cooks.

IV . Imprints from the Tropics to Antarctica
Until 1914

TheSwissCommunityin ColonialVictoria
Apart from the Italian-Swissanda few French-Swissan unknown
numberof German-Swisshad beenattractedto the gold-fields.
The gold-diggershaddramaticallyincreasedthe numberof the
Swisscommunityin Victoria which, afterSydney, madea second
official representationnecessary. In 1856 Achille Bischoff was
appointedthefirst Swissvice-consulin Melbourne. Onlyoneyear
later he reportedto thegovernmentin Bernethat an estimated
4500compatriotswereliving in Victoria, split up into 2500Ticine-
si gold-diggers, 1500 French-Swisswinegrowersand 500 Ger-
man-Swissminers. Thisexaggeratednumberwasprobablycom-
piled by including Italians, FrenchandGermansaswell. But the
miscalculationdidn' t fail to impressand Bischoff waspromptly
promotedhonoraryconsulin 1857.

Bischoff was one of the few Swiss businessmenliving in
Melbourneandwasdescendedfrom oneof the most influential
bankerfamiliesin Basle. Consequentlyhecounselledhiscountry-
menin financialmattersashe reportedlydid in thecaseof Paul
de Castellaby convincing him to invest in risky land dealsin
Lillydale. This contributedto de Castella’s difficulties and Bi-
schoff's return to Basle. SamuelRentschfrom Bernesucceeded
him asconsulin 1859.

Two years, after Baron GuillaumedePury hadbecomethe
third consul for Switzerland, a matriculationregisterfor Swiss
citizenswasintroducedin 1877. Togetherwith thenaturalization
recordsand the minutesof the SwissSociety in Victoria, the
registerformsthemostconclusivesourcefor thecharacterization
of theSwisscommunityin Victoria prior to World War I . These
documentsshow a markedchangein the compositionof the
communityaroundthe turn of the century.

During the 19th century. Swiss migration to Victoria had
beendominatedfirst by theFrench- andlaterby theItalian-Swiss.
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Most of themengagedin primary industriesand had therefore
settledin ruralareas. Thiscontrastswith theGerman-Swisswho,
apartfrom agroupof winegrowersfrom theCantonAargauwho
had joined their countrymenin Geelongand Lillydale, didn’ t
leaveSwitzerlandin chain-migrations. However, theydid exceed
thenumberof their FrenchandItalian speakingcompatriotsby
the turn of the centuryresultingin a changein the professional
composition, as tradesmen, businessmenand tutors were in-
creasinglydisplacingsemi- and unskilled labourersas well as
farmersandviticulturists. Consequentlythemajorityof theSwiss
communitywereGerman-Swissliving in Melbourne, when the
first World War effectivelystoppedany further migration.

Peopleliving in thecountrysideareusuallymoreprominent
andbetterdocumentedthantheircounterpartsresidmgin anony-
mous urban environments. Nevertheless, most of the Swiss in
Victoria, who cameto fame, maybefound in Melbourne, where
theyactivelymixedwith theBritish highsocietynot leastbecause
of La Trobe’sassociation,

Mrs La Trobe'snephewAdolphedeMeuronandhis friend
PauldeCastella, while stayingat «Jolimont» in 1849, metseveral
influential peopleincludingthefamily of theformerGovernorof
Norfolk IslandColonelJosephAnderson. EventuallyPaul fell in
love with ElizabethAndersonandtheygot married. Her brother
Acland becamea good friend of Paul, thussecuringa lasting
relationshipwith Melbourne'sélite.

In 1852JamesPfund from Thun in CantonBerneleft both
homeandhisfiancéeEliseTschaggenyfor Australia. He brought
with him a letter of introduction to Paul de Castella, whom he
joinedat «Dairy» in Lillydale. Jamesgota positionasgovernment
surveyorandarchitectpresumablythroughPaul's connections.
MeanwhileElisewent teachingin England, andit wasnot before
1863 that they were reunited in Melbourne with marriageto
follow oneyearlater. Mrs Pfund(1833-1921) soonturnedto edu-
cationagainandrantherenownedboardingschool«Oberwyl» in
St. Kilda from 1867until her retirementin 1885. In the mid-1870s
the Pfundshad boughta holiday houseat Mt Macedonsome50
kilometresnorth-westof Melbourne, thusfollowing the trendof
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NicholasChevalier
NicholasChevalierwasanotherwell knownartist, whoseemsto
havecapitalizedon his compatriots' connectionswith theélite in
Melbourne. In 1828Chevalierwasborn in St. Petersburg, where
hisSwissfatherwasanoverseeron theestateof a Russiannoble-
man. He took up painting underJ. S. Guignardduring his six
yearsin Lausanneandwaslatereducatedin architecturein Paris
andMunich beforeproceedingto London. In late1854Chevalier
left for Melbournein ordertosettlesomeinvestmentaffairsfor his
father and to meet his brotherLouis, who was working in the
gold-fields. Although hisstaywasplannedfor a shortperiodhe
metandmarriedCaroline, thedaughterof thewell knownpainter
Sir David Wilke, in 1855andthusbecamea long-termresidentin
Melbourne.

Chevalieris bestknown in Australiafor his cartoonsin the
Melbourne«Punch» andfor hiswork in the«IllustratedAustralian

Tom Roberts 1856-1931, Australian, Madame
Pfund, 1887, Oil on canvas, 142.0x 98.5cm.

Purchasesby the National Gallery of Victoria in
1948 (reproducedby permissionof the National
Galleryof Victoria).

theGovernorandothermembersof theestablishment, who fled
thecity in summer. As a lover of artsMrs Pfundusedto invite the
paintersfrom theHeidelbergSchoolfor a few daysat theMount.
From thoseoccasionsoriginatenumerouslandscapepaintings
from Swiss born Louis Buvelot on Mt Macedonandsurrounds
including «The Knoll», the holiday houseof his compatriot. Mrs
Pfundwasportrayedby Tom Robertsasa determinedanddyn-
amiclady in a painting, which is now on permanentexhibition in
the National Gallery of Victoria. The childless Pfunds were
severelyhit by the banks’ collapsein the 1890s. Theysold their
Mt Macedonhomeand retiredto St. Kilda , whereJamesdied in
1896andElise in 1921.

NicolasChevalierwasa welcomeguestatdeCastella's«St. Hubert's», wherehe
depictedMount Munda in ca. 1860. HubertdeCastellahimself would haveliked
to becomea painterandheremainedasupporterof theartsthroughouthis life
(courtesyLa TrobeCollection. StateLibrary of Victoria, Melbourne).
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News». One of his lithographs depicts the view from
«St. Hubert's» in Lillydale thus indicating his connectionwith
HubertdeCastella. Chevalier’smostoutstandingcontributionto
Australianart washis introductionof chromolithography.

After his returnfrom extensivetravellingin New Zealandin
1867, Chevalier was introducedto the Duke of Edinburgh in
Melbourne. TheDukewasobviouslyimpressedandinvited him
to a voyage to Tasmaniaand subsequentlyto join him on his
returntrip to Englandin 1869. Chevaliersettledin Londonenjoy-
ing the supportof the Duke andhis motherQueenVictoria. In
1882 he becamethe London adviserto the Art Gallery of New
SouthWales. Following hisdeathin 1902andat therequestof his
widow a selectionof his work is on permanentexhibition at that
gallery.

Louis AbrahamBuvelot
Louis Buvelot is probably the best known Swiss in Australia
although he had spentonly his last 23 years in this country.
Buvelot wasborn in Morgesat the Lake of Genevaon 3 March,

1814. He waseducatedandtrainedasa painterin Lausanneand
ParisbeforeemigratingtoBrazil in 1835, wherehestayedin Bahia
andRio deJaneirofor 17 years. Bad healthforcedhim to return
to Europetogetherwith his wife anddaughter, andhestartedan
unsuccessfulphotographybusinessin Vevey. After aside-trip to
India he was appointedheadof the departmentof arts at the
«Ecole Industrielle» in La Chaux-de-Fonds, the secondlargest
townin CantonNeuchâtel, in 1855. A coupleof yearslaterBuvelot
exhibited his paintingsin Neuchâtel and on this occasionmet
fellow-painterAlbert deMeuron, who wasa friend of Hubertde
Castella. It issuggestedthatBuvelotevengot in touchwith Char-
lesJosephLa Trobewho, afterthedeathof hiswifeSophieandhis
return to Europe, hadmarriedhis widowedsister-in-law Rose,
néedeMontmollin in 1855.

Theseacquaintancesseemto havestimulatedBuvelot'sde-
cision to emigrateto Melbourne, whenhestartedto suffer from
health problemsagain. In November1864 he left Switzerland
togetherwith his friend and latersecondwife Julie Béguin and

LouisBuvelotfavouredFrenchspeakingfriendsashisEnglishwasinsufficientfor
fluent conversation. Thereforehe often visited his compatriotsin the Lillydale
area, wherehealsodepictedGuillaumedePury’s«Yeringberg» in 1871(courtesy
of Dr GuillaumedePury, Yeringberg) .

arrivedin PortPhillip Bay on 18February, 1865. For thefirst two
yearsherana photographer'sshopin thethenratherill -reputed
BourkeStreet. But after Sir JamesSmith, the art critic from the
«Argus», discoveredsomeof Buvelot's paintingsbehindLouis'
shop-window, thingsstartedto improveandBuvelotmovedto the
betterLa TrobeStreet. Hestayedthereuntil 1873, whenhefinally
settledin his house«Ma Retraite» in Fitzroy.

It took Buvelot five yearsafter his arrival to makea living
from his work asa painter. Although theexperiencedartist was
well known in Europehisfamedidn't last long in Switzerland. He
wasmoresuccessfulin Australia, whereheis still celebratedfor
his introduction of the plain-air technique. His landscapepaint-
ingsdepictingan inspiringandat times romanticnaturewerea
welcomedeparturefrom thethreateningandhostilecharacterof
earlier colonial artists. Buvelot often travelled in Melbourne's
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InternationalExhibition in Melbourne» in 1888. Thispositiontem-

porarily releasedhim from his obligationswith the railways.

Although havingspentonly a few yearsof his childhoodin
hisfatherland, LavaterremainedattachedtoSwitzerlandandwas
an activefoundingmemberof theSwissSocietyof Victoria. His
fluency in EnglishandFrenchwasvery valuablein theSociety's
administration. As a secretaryfor manyyearsLavatercompiled
faultlessEnglish textsin theannualreportsaswell ason invita-

tions to socialfunctions.

cultivatedhinterlandandhe wasa frequentguestat Mr andMrs
Pfund'splaceatMt Macedonandaboveall atGuillaumedePury's
«Yeringberg» in Lillydale. As Buvelotneverlearntto conversein
English he naturally kept close contact with Frenchspeaking
peopleinterestedin art. Fortunately, hiswife couldspeakEnglish
andthereforeoftenactedasan interpreterfor hisstudents.

Buvelot's areaof activity remainedconfinedto Melbourne
andsurroundsapartfrom visits to Victoria'sWesternDistrict in
1868andtoGippslandin 1881. His mostsuccessfulyearswerethe
early 1870s, when he wasa teacherat the «Artisan's Schoolof
Design», whenhebecameamemberof theVictorian Academyof
Artsandwhenhewonagoldmedalat theInternationalExhibition
in London in 1872. By theearly1880shiseyesighthadfadedto an
extentthatgraduallyhehadto stoppainting. Louis Buvelot died
in 1888andis buriedin Melbourne's suburbof Kew.

ScatteredSettlersin SouthAustralia
The first Swisssettlersin South Australia may be tracedback
throughnaturalizationdocumentsto thelate1840s, when20-year-
old merchantEmil Ammann from CantonSchaffhausenand 42-
year-old farmer Carl Sutter from Chur arrived in the colony.

Generallythemigrantsfrom Switzerlandcamealoneor in small
groups. But althoughthe majority was Germanspeaking, they
seldomjoinedtheGermansettlersin theBarossaValleyasdid the
Gilgen brothersfrom CantonBerne. FriedrichGilgen, an engi-
neer, arrivedin Adelaidein 1876andprobablyencouragedhis
brotherRudolf, a cabinetmaker, to follow him with his young
family a coupleof yearslater. Both brothersweregifted musi-
cians. Rudolf is rememberedasthefirst conductorof theTanunda
Town Bandaswell asthefounderof abrassbandat hislaterplace
of residencein Sutherland. His talentsincludedcompositionsof
bandmusicandmanufacturingof violins. On theothersideFried-

rich madehis nameasthefirst conductorof theNuriootpaTown
Bandfrom 1881 to 1886.

FourteenyearsafterFriedrich'sdeathin Sutherland, where
thetwo brothershadfarmed, an intriguing reporton Australia's
first motor-car waspublishedin «The AustralianCyclistandMo-
tor-CarWorld». Thearticle, dated21January, 1904, tellsthestory
of a FriedrichGilgen, who hadbuilt a steamenginedriven car-
riagewith threewoodenwheelsandiron tyres. Thisnoisyvehicle
is said to have transporteda band of eight musiciansand its
builder to guide PrinceAlbert and PrinceGeorge(later King
Georg V ) to the station of the Angas family in Angastonnear

GeorgeTheodoreAdamLavater
BesidesChevalierandBuvelot G.T.A. Lavater wasanothermi-
grant from the FrenchspeakingCantonVaud, who achieveda
prominentpositionin Victoria. He wasbomin 1831in Lausanne,
wherehespenthisFirstyearsof childhood. After thedeathsof his
motherandlaterhis father, hisstepmotherbroughthim to Eng-

land. Educatedin JerseyandLondonLavatertook to theseaat the
ageof 14 and receiveda certificatefrom theBoardof Tradesix
yearslater. In late1851Lavater, newly promotedto secondoffi -
cer, arrivedon boardthe «Hoogly» in Melbourne. He couldn' t
resistthe lure of the Victorian gold-fields andshortlyafter New
Yearhedecidedto leavehisvesselto try his luck in Bendigoand
Ballarat. Lavaterbelongedto thoseminers, whoburnttheir licen-
sesduring the protestsleadingto the EurekaStockadein 1854.

EventuallyLavaterjoinedtheadministrationof theVictorian
Railwaysin 1863and wasappointedchief accountantsometen
yearslater. Thefirst highlight of hiscareercamein theform of a
bronzemedalawardedfor designin military engineeringin an
exhibition in London in 1867. But evenmoreprestigiouswashis
nominationfor the«Secretaryto theCommissionersof Centennial
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eightyearsbeforeleavingfor Port Adelaidein 1885, wherethey
ranagroceryandhardwareshop. ForsomeSwissSouthAustralia
turned out to be a transit colony before moving on to other
destinations. For example the three Voumard families from
Tramelanin the Frenchspeakingpart of CantonBernearrived
with theirwivesanda totalof 26childrenin Adelaidein 1875. One
family stayedand settledon a farm in Crystal Brook, but the
otherswent on to Heathcoteand Sheppartonin Victoria. Al -
thoughall Voumardsweretrainedwatch-makersonly the latter
engagedin the traditionalprofessionof his hometown.

An increasingnumberof immigrantsarriving in Adelaidein
the late 1870s led to the establishmentof an official Swiss rep-
resentationin form of a vice-consulatein Adelaidein 1879. How-

ever, neithertheVice-ConsulJamesPageor hissuccessorEduard
van Sendenwere Swiss immigrants themselvesand the re-
presentationwasclosedin 1918.

Nuriootpain 1881. Theroyal guestsarereportedto havegreatly
enjoyedtheir ridesin thecarriageduringtheir visit , andthelocal
populationalsoseemsto havebeenvery excitedby the inven-
tion. However, any further developmentof this first Australian
motor-carwaspreventedby a banimposedbecauseof its noise
frighteningthehorses. Mysteriouslythe1904articleremainsthe
only sourceof evidenceof the car's existence. No othercorre-
spondingreportsin contemporarynewspaperscanbefoundand
thereis no mentionin thedetaileddiariesof the two princes.

Similarly to Victoria the Swiss in South Australia settled
mainly in ruralareas, althoughmanyof themhadleamta tradeor
werebusinessmen. But unlike the migrationof the winegrowers
andminersin Victoria, theseSwissoriginatedfrom a wide range
of areasandtheirsettlementwasveryscatteredandhardto trace.

Another difference concernstheir pronouncedmobility by
movingon afterhavingspentafew yearsin othercoloniesasdid
SamuelandVerenaHochuli. Thiscouple, originatedfrom Reitnau
in CantonAargau, hadfirst lived in Rockhampton, Queenslandfor HeinrichSpöndly

Like two of the VoumardbrothersHeinrichSpöndly, known as
HenrySpondly, didn’ t stayin Adelaidefor longafterhisarrivalin
1879. For thenext five yearshetaughtat primaryschoolsin five
differenttownshipsof ruralSouthAustralia. But shortlybeforehis
30th birthdayin July, 1884, he left without noticeand joined the
SwissSocietyof Victoria in Melbournesevenmonthslater. Soon
afterwardsSpondlywason the moveagainsettingup a private
schoolatKiamaon NewSouthWales' south-eastcoastandsettling
later in Sydneyafter havingmarriedin 1891.

In Sydneyhebecamea memberof theHarbourTrust, where
heseemsto havegainedexperienceasa statistician. His exper-
tise in financial mattersas well ashis knowledgeof the Swiss
constitutionmight haveled to his appointmentasa consultantto
theNewSouthWales' delegatesto theAustralasianFederalCon-
ventionheld in Adelaidein 1897. Spondlyseemsto havebeena
memberof the FinanceCommittee, which drafted the corre-
spondingsectionsof thebill for thefutureAustralianconstitution.

Following federationin 1901whentheCommonwealthBureauof
CensusandStatisticswascreated, Zurich bornandUniversityof

SamuelHochuli settledin Adelaide, wherehe ran a generalstore(courtesyof
Betty Cox, Adelaide).
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JakobLeutenegger, who starteda manufacturingandimporting
enterprisethat is still run by his descendants.

Earlycensusesshowa rapidly growingSwisscommunityin
the 1870s whentheSwisswerealsoofferedfree passages. The
first censusof 1871, listingSwissbornresidentsseparately, shows
169 persons, but ten yearslater their numberhad increasedto
407. In 1886a maximumof 526Swisswererecorded, a figure not
to besurpasseduntil 1966. TheSwisscommunityin Queensland
had indeedreachedthe size of hersistercolony in New South
Walesandaboutone third of that in Victoria. Expectingfurther
growth the authoritiesin Berne decidedto set up an official
representationin Brisbaneand appointedJakobLeutenegger
first Consulfor Switzerlandin late1889. However, Queensland’s
popularity amongSwissmigrantssteadilydeclinedafterwards
andseveral, asSamuelHochuli whowentto Adelaide, left for
othercolonies. At theendof 1933theconsulatewassuperseded
by a consularagency.

Only a few isolatedaccountsfrom earlySwisssettlersand
visitors in the colony are in existence, but thoseof Godfred
Bucherareunique. In a seriesof drawingsthis German-Swiss,

probablyoriginatingfrom Lucerne, describedhis arrival in the
colonyin September1880andhisfirst encounterswith theexotic
environmentsof theAustralianbush, gold-mining andlife at the
«MountaindaleStation» in the Burnette district. Bucher's last
drawing depicteda lonely grave in the outbackand is dated
2 April , 1881. Unfortunatelyhis imaginativediary left no further
informationon his personalityor his career.

On his retirementHenry Spondlywaspresentedwith a silver tray by his col-
leaguesof theCommonwealthStatisticalBureauin 1919.

Zurich educatedHenrySpondlywasappointedoneof five initial
CommonwealthStatisticians. As thenationaloffice waslocatedin
Melbournein thosedays, Spondlyhad to move but for the last
time. He retiredin 1919anddied in Victoria’s capital in 1924.

New DestinationQueensland
Similarly to SouthAustralia theearlySwissin Queenslandwere
predominantlyGermanspeakingandsettledin scatteredrural
countryandtown locations. Theyworkedasfarmersin thevicin-

ity of Brisbane, astradesmenin Toowoomba, Maryboroughand
Bundaberg, aslabourersandwinegrowersin Rockhamptonor as
minersin ChartersTowers. Someadventurersspreadto distant
placesall over Queensland, suchas Cooktown, Normantown,

Cloncurry, Winton and Cunnamulla. However, a few enter-
preneursbuilt up their businessesin Brisbane. Among themwas

Henri Alexis Tardent
In contrastto Bucherthecareerof theskilful writer Henri Alexis
Tardentis exceptionallywell documented. He was born in the
alpine village Ormond-Dessousin the FrenchspeakingCanton
Vaud on 1 March, 1853. Henri's life , which was to developas
probablythe most influential Swissimmigrant in Australia, had
alreadystartedin grandstylewhenhis motherdeliveredhim on
snow. This shockingincident may havecontributedto his later
decisionto moveto thewarmclimateof QueenslandlBut already
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beforehis birth thethoughtof emigratingto Australiaandto the
Victorian gold-fields in particularhadcirculatedin theTardent
home. His fatherhadlostall hisstockof cattlethroughanepidem-

ic thus ruining the family. However, his motheropposedthese
migrationplanssuccessfully.

HenriTardentearnedhisown living at theageof ten, butas
apassionatebookwormhespenthissparetimereading. Six years
laterheobtaineda tutorshipin Polandandkept this positionfor
almostthreeyears. A later journeyof his broughthim to Russia,

wherehe heardaboutdistant relativesliving in Chabaon the
Black Sea. During his first visit he promptly fell in love with a
cousincausinghim tostayin thearea. But beforegettingmarried
hefinalisedhis studieswith a degreeobtainedat theUniversity
of Odessa. Tardentpassedhis examsin Russian, Latin, German
andFrenchin a recordtime of oneyear. This entitledhim to a
seniorposition in education. He becamea professorat a distin-

guishedcollegein Nikolayev, whereheandhis growingfamily
had settledtemporarily. In the 1880s Tardentstartedto suffer
from diphtheriawhich threatenedthepermanentlossof hisvoice.

His doctoradvisedhim to changethe professionaswell as the
climate. Although besidesteachingonly farming appealedto
him, he refusedgoodoffers by his distantrelativesto join these
viticulturists in Chaba, primarily for political reasonsas he
foresawupheavalsagainstthe autocraticregime. After careful
considerationTardentdecidedto emigrateto Australia, because:

« . . . it is inhabitedby a freepeoplewith a religiousback-
ground; becausesocial, economicandagriculturalprosper-
ity prevail there; becauseland is fertile andcheapandthe
climateoneof the bestin theworld.

Finally alsobecauseAustraliawasthedreamof my father's
youthandbecauseI amhappyto realisetheambitionof him
who hasbeenmy bestfriend on earth.»
(TardentFamilyHistory& GenealogybyJulesTardent. Bris-

bane, 1982, p. 178)

HenryA . Tardent(1853-1929) becamethemostinfluentialSwisssettlerin Australia
dueto his involvementin mouldingtheCommonwealth’sconstitution(courtesyof
JoanGowen, Brisbane).
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In 1901Tardent, a foundingmemberof thecolony'sLabour
Party, stoodasa candidatefor theQueenslandParliamentin the
Burnettedistrict but lost by a narrowmargin to his wealthycon-

servativeopponent. After havingmovedback to Toowoombahe
becamesecretaryof the local LabourPartyandeditedhis own
newspaper«The ToowoombaDemocratandDownsAgricultur-
ist» from 1904 to 1908, After a brief stay on the Atherton Ta-
blelandsasfirst managingdirectorof the«TablelandExaminer»
Tardentfinally settledin Brisbane.

However, it wasTardent'spoliticalengagementonafederal
level, which madehim themostinfluentialSwissmigrant in Aus-
tralia. Already in 1891 he had beenconsultedby the Federal
Conventionwith regardto a detaileddescriptionof the Swiss
constitution. Tardent’ssuggestionswereto includethe«Referen-
dum», the right to confirm or challengefederallegislation, and
the «Initiative», the right to proposeconstitutionalamendments
put forward by a specificnumberof sympatheticpeople. After
extensivediscussionsthe Conventionsettledfor theadoptionof
the constitutional referendumin the future constitution of the
Commonwealthof Australia.

At thesametimeTardentwasaskedfor detailedinformation
on theSwissmilitia army, which he providedafter havingtrans-
latedthematerialsentbyafriendfrom LausanneintoEnglish, The
report eventuallyled to a visit of an Australian delegationto
Switzerlandin order to obtain a direct insight into the Swiss
systemof defence. In 1911 the Citizen Military Forcewasfinally
introducedin Australia, but soondroppedaftervehementoppo-
sition from the population.

In 1928Tardentwasconsultedoncemore, this time by the
«Royal Commissionon the Constitutionof theCommonwealthof
Australia». His recommendationsconcernedprovisions in the
constitution for the legal representationof minorities in the
Senate, and the reformswereultimately realised.

During the part of his life in QueenslandHenri Tardentre-

mainedan inexhaustiblewriter. He wasa periodicaljournalistfor
severalAustraliannewspapersandthecorrespondentin Austra-
lia for theFrench«L'Illustration» aswell astheSwiss«Revuede

His decisionwasfacilitatedasacoupleof yearsearlierafew
Swissfamilies from Chabahad emigratedin order to establish
vineyardssouth of Rockhamptonand who had obviouslysent
favourablereportson their situation. On 15 October, 1887, the
Tardentfamily of six, Henri'sbrotherEmileandaSwissfriend of
hiswife left OdessaandreachedPortPhillip Bay two monthslater.
Henri hada closelook at Melbourneduringtheir stop-overand
was impressedby the cultural richnessof the town. In Sydney,

«the most beautiful city that we haveeverseen», they changed
shipsandfinally arrivedin Brisbaneon 12 December, 1887.

TardentselectedlandatRomaandstartedhisvineyardwith
somesuccess. Unfortunately, disasterstruckwhenhecaughtty-

phoid fever on top of theQueenslandbanks’ collapsein 1893/4
andhelosteverything.Nevertheless, hestartedall overagainand
experimentedwith differentcrops.

His effortspaidoff andin 1897HenriTardentwasappointed
first managerof thenewlyestablishedStateExperimentalFarmin
WestbrooknearToowoomba, a positionheheldacoupleof years
until his transfer to Biggendenin order to build up a second
experimentalfarm. Both enterpriseswere very successfuland
popularwith the local population. The high efficiency of these
publicserviceswasachievedby applyingstrictly democratic
principlesand Tardent's employeesenjoyedfixed nine hours
working days. This departedfrom the then copied American
standardof working from dawn to dusk. However, his strong
commitmentto human working conditionsand fairnessled to
innumerableclasheswith theconservativestateministerof agri-
culture.

Tardentwasveryactivelyengagedin public life thusgain-

ing amongthelocalsgreattrustwhich facilitatedhis introduction
and instructions of new working methodsconsiderably. His
achievementsspannedfromsettingup thefirst AgriculturalShow
in Biggendenin 1899, theconstructionof anAnglicanandCatholic
church, the organizationof concerts, ballsand bazaarsfor fund
raisingto theestablishmentof a circulatinglibrary, Surrounding
communitiesbecameenviousof their neighboursandrequested
from the ministerof agricultureequaltreatmentby Mr Tardent.
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in variousenterprisessuchasgold-diggingandasa phonymedi-
cal practitioneron thePalmerRiver, photographerin Port Doug-
lasandfinally asa cookon boarda pearler's lugger. In Sydney
heintroducedhimself to severalSwissbusinessmenandon vari-
ousoccasionshesucceededin havingthemfinancehisambitious
but fruitlessprojects. But themorefailuresherecordedthemore
determinedhebecameto attainfameandwealth.

By 1898hehadworkedhis way to Londonleavingbehindin
Sydneyhis pennilesswife with five childrenaswell astwo chil-
drenwho haddiedasa resultof malnutrition. Underthecoverof
a fictitious identity, a FrenchnoblemannamedLouis deRouge-
mont, he told the publisherof «Wide World Magazine» a most
amazingstory, skilfully mixingandexaggeratinghisownAustral-
ianadventureswith fiction andthetalesof reputedexplorers. He
was such a convincing storyteller that it took the journalists,
scientistsandexplorersin England, Australia, FranceandSwit-
zerlandseveralmonthsto provehim a liar , dreamerandplagia-
rist. However, finally theywereableto convincetheexcitedpub-
lic , thatdeRougemontwasnot ship-wreckedin theArafuraSea,

that he had not beenliving amongcannibalisticaborigineson
Victoria River in theNorthernTerritory for thirty years, andthat
he hadnot reachedSouthernCrossby crossingthedesert.

In 1899 de Rougemont's fictitious adventureswere pub-

lishedasa book by Heinemannandfound a readymarket. But
afterhis hoaxhadbeenuncoveredandlost its fascinationhardly
anythingwasheardof Grin againandhedied pennilessin Lon-

don on 9June, 1921. Remainingdeceitfulto thevery endhehad.

arrangedto beburiedunderyetanothername-LouisRedmond,
ashewaslastknown in London's poorhouse!

Genève» and the «Gazettede Lausanne». His publishedworks
cover a wide rangefrom biographieson artists, such as the
painterEllis Rowan, scientificessayslike «ScienceasApplied to
Agriculture» to historical accounts, e.g. «In Freedom's Cause,
Australia's Contributionto theWorld War». In early 1929Henri
Tardent was awardedthe distinction of «Officer d'Academie
Française» for hisservicesrenderedto Frenchliterature, science
and art. He receivedthis prestigiousdecorationonly months
beforehis deathat his home «Ormonts» in Brisbane's suburb
Wynnumon 5 September, 1929.

The «GreatestLiar on Earth » Starts His Career in Perth
Tracesof whomthefirst Swisssettlersin WesternAustraliawere,
point to peoplefrom theCantonZurich. Unfortunately, information
on thesepioneersis vaguebut it is thoughtthat theymight have
comeas early as the 1850's. Confirmed, however, is the first
applicationfor naturalizationof aSwisscitizenin thecolonyin July
1875. 28-year-old Louis Grin from GressynearYverdon, Canton
Vaud, andthenliving in SouthernCross, WesternAustralia, was
unsuccessfulashisoccupationalrecordwasn' t up to thestandard
required. Also, hisapplicationwasconsideredto be written in a
too arrogantstyle. The authoritiescertainly were not to regret
their decisionwhen 23 yearslater Grin enjoyedan astonishing
careerasAustralia'sBaronMünchhausenandtherebygainedthe
reputationof the «GreatestLiar on Earth».

In 1874Henri Louis Grin (alsospeltGrien andGreen) had
arrived in Perth as a butler to Sir William CleaverRobinson,
Lieutenant-Governor of the Colony of Western Australia. At
GovernmentHousehemetseveralexplorerswho returnedfrom
excitingexpeditionsto theCentreandeagerlyheabsorbedtheir
taleslike anaddict. However, his appointmentasa butler lasted
only a few monthsandhestarteda newcareerasan adventurer
in SouthernCross. Late in 1876heheadednorth in his own cutter
from Fremantle.

Grin resurfacedsomemonthslaternearCooktownon Cape
York Peninsulaclaiming that he had beenship-wreckedin the
ArafuraSea. He thenmadehis way toSydneyengagingen route

More Gold-Diggersand Farmers in Western Australia
The gold-discoveriesat KalgoorlieandCoolgardiein the 1890s
attracteda few Swissfirst from other coloniesand later directly
from Switzerland. From Victoria severalsonsof Italian-Swiss
gold-diggersarrived, andsomeof them were later joined by
their ageingparents, suchasJosefMazzucchellifrom the Val di
Poschiavo. He had immigratedin 1859 andsettledin the gold-
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Geraldtonon the coast. Gascard’s herculeanbody proportions
wereapparentlyquite impressiveandleft a respectfulmark as
did hissturdybutstrictly just characterandhisqualitiesashorse
andcamelbreeder. Theobituaryfollowing hissuddendeathand
publishedin the «MurchisonAdvocate» on 18 February, 1899,
even claims that Gascardwas the first man to teach Western
Australianshow to feedhorsesproperly.

During the years immediately precedingWorld War 1
severalGerman-Swiss, originatingfrom differentplaces, arrived
in WesternAustralia. Apart from a concentrationat Nannup,
whereover a dozenSwissworked in the local forestry in the
mid-1910s, they settledin scatteredrural locations. Thesepre-
war migrantswereto becomethe primemoversfor thefounda-
tion of thefirst SwissClub in Pertha coupleof decadeslater.

Trickle of Migration to Tasmania
In 1855the colonial governmentof Tasmaniagrantedfree pas-
sageto five German-Swisswith theconditionthat themoneyhad
to be paid back before leaving the Island. The deal had been
arrangedby a travelagentin Europeandtheattractionof a free
passagewas presumablythe men's major reasonfor choosing
Tasmaniaas their destination. They all wereable to readand
write and their professionsranged from joiner, ropemaker,
bookbinder, painterto farm labourer. At leastoneof them, Hans
Sommer, left Tasmanialateron andsettledin Melbourne, where
hewasafoundingmemberof theSwissSocietyof Victoria in 1879.

Detailedrecordsin the 1870s consistentlyshowonly three
Swissborn residentsin thecolony. Themajority of latermigrants
arrivedfrom the mainlandandparticularlyfrom Victoria asdid
40-year-old GiacomoScettrinifrom Corippoin the Locarnodis-
trict in 1875. Beingagold-diggerhetried his luck in theWaratah
minesin Tasmania'snorth-west. Scettrinispentthe restof his life
in thisareaandleft behindnumerousdescendants, whocarryon
his name.

JosephMazzucchelli, hereposingwith his family at his sonJoseph's wedding,

retiredin WesternAustraliaafter joining hischildrenin Coolgardie'sgold-fields
at the turn of thecentury(courtesyof the Mazzucchellifamily, Perth).

town of Stawellin westernVictoria thusfollowing his two broth-
ers, who wereamongMartin Buchter's irksomefellow passen-
gersone year earlier. Josef was reunitedwith his children in
Coolgardiein 1900, where he died nine years later. One of
Mazzucchelli's sonsstarteda jeweller'sshopin Perth, which is
still run by his descendants.

Another Swiss to arrive in his advancedlife in Western
AustraliawasJulesGascardfrom theFrenchspeakingtown of La
Neuvevillein CantonBerne. Previouslyhehadbredhorsesand
camelsin Ballaratand exportedthem to India until he became
awareof the economicpotential of the prosperingMurchison
district in WesternAustralia. At anageexceeding60 yearsJules
movedto NannineandCuein the mid-1890sandstarteda trans-
port business. His horsecoacheslinked the inland towns with

In the late 1890s the brothersGiuseppeand Constantino
Battilana from Poschiavo, CantonGrisons, went to the Mt Lyell
Mines in Queenstown. Constantinoobviously worked success-
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In the1930sPierre
Bonhôte togetherwith
oneof his daughters
took theferry across
BassStrait for a visit in
Melbourne. Although
originatingfrom the
Neuchâtel area, he
didn’ t associatewith his
Frenchspeaking
compatriotson the
mainland(courtesyof
Nina Jackson. Kingston,

Tasmania)

north-west in 1887, 19-year-old Pierreworked for the Van Die-
men'sLandCompany, for which hehadappliedwhenworkingon
a farm in Germany. He eventuallysettledin Wynyard, wherehe
ran a producestorefor local farmersand actively engagedin
public life . Pierre's enthusiasticdescriptionsof Tasmanialed to
theemigrationof hiscousinErnest, whofirst settledin Smithtonin
1900andlater took over themanagementof the «Grey Brothers
Timbermill» generalstorein Marrawahon the north-westcoast.
Like his cousin he was engagedin public life assecretaryor
presidentof variouscommittees.

AdventurousDaysin Antarctica
AlthoughHenriTardentmayhavebeenthemostinfluentialSwiss
in Australia, thedistinctionof themostadventurousbelongsto Dr
Xavier Mertz (1882-1913), a lawyer from Basle. Mertz applied
successfullyto DouglasMawsonin March 1911 to participatein
the plannedAustralian Antarctic Expedition (AAE) scheduled
later in the year. Mertz wasa Swisschampionin cross-country
skiing and in ski-jumping as well as an experiencedalpinist.
Apart from holding a Ph.D. in law he wasan engineerandhad
managedhisfather'smachinefactoryfor acoupleof years. Mertz
qualified well and wasaccepted, he being the only non Anglo-

Saxonmemberof the team.

XavierMertzandLieutenantBelgraveNinniswerein charge
of the transportof the husky-dogs from Europe to Australia,

wherethey joined the rest of the expedition. On 2 December,
1911, the party left Hobarton boardthe«Aurora» andarrivedat
CapeDenisonon8January, 1912, wheretheybuilt their Antarctic
base, known as Mawson's Hut. During the first ten monthsthe
teambecamefamiliar with theharshconditions, scientificexperi-
ments were conductedand skiing techniquesperfected. The
preparationperiodalsoleft Mertz plenty of time to improvehis
English, which was anything but perfect and thus subject to
amusement. His matesused to teach him indecent language,
which heusedreadilywithoutcomprehendingitssignificance. A
few celebrations, such as «Mid-Winter» on 21 Juneor «Swiss
NationalDay» on 1 Augustprovideda welcomechangeto every-

fully ashehadreturnedto Victoria shortlyafter in 1898. He then
took over the «PensioneSuisse», which wasthe mostprominent
boardinghouseamongtheSwissin Melbournefor manyyears.
Giuseppefollowed just prior to thefirst World Warandsettledin
Dunolly, Victoria.

Hobart seemsto have beenan attractiveplace for Swiss
teachersat theturn of thecentury, whenHermannRitz took upthe
positionasa professorat the University of TasmaniaandMarie-
CatherineHarperbecamea tutor in French. Ritz, originatingfrom
St. Gall, had arrived in Victoria two decadesearlier, wherehe
hadworked, accordingto his claimsasa «professor» at schools
in Melbourneand Ballarat at the remarkableageof 19! He re-

maineda memberof theSwissSocietyof Victoria until his death
in Hobart in 1916. Marie-Catherinewas originally a governess
employedby an English family , whom shehadaccompaniedto
Tasmania. Shedied asan old lady in Hobart in the early 1950s.

Only a few isolated French-Swiss reportedlymigratedto
Tasmania, suchasthetwocousinsPierreandErnestBonhôtefrom
Peseuxnear Neuchâtel. Arriving in Woolnorth in Tasmania's
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day routine. Naturallyon 1 AugustMertz wasin charge, andin a
roomdecoratedwith the Union JackandSwissCrossheserved
a threecoursemeal of Swissspecialitiesstartingwith soupand
closingwith «Läckerli» biscuitsfrom Basle.

On 9 November, 1912, Mawson, Ninnis andMertz left Cape
Denisoneastwardsalongthecoastfor themostambitiousjourney
of the expedition. Ninnis and Mertz had beenchosenbecause
theywereparticularlyfamiharwith thehandlingof thetwo husky
teamsindispensablefor sucha risky undertaking. After 35travel
daysand some500 kilometreseastof CapeDenison tragedy
struck. Ninnis noiselesslyvanishedin a large crevassetaking
with him on hissledgemostfood supplies, tent, ice-pick, spade
aswell asmastandsail. Put into adesperatesituationMawsonand
Mertzdecidedto returnimmediatelyby takingtheshortestpossi-
ble route. However, after having run out of the remainingre-
servestheyhadto rely upontheirdogsasthesourceof food. The
dog livers, which werenot quiteastoughasthe meatand of a
surprisingly largesize, becametheir basicdiet. Unfortunately
theywereunawareof thelivers' enormousVitamin A contentand
its correspondingpoisonouseffects. Mertz wasfirst to sufferand
eventuallyhediedon 7January, 1913, aftera deliriousdayin the
emergencytentsome160km awayfrom CapeDenison. Mawson
proceededby enduringunimaginablehardshipandreachedthe
baseon 8 February, only to seethe «Aurora» leavingtheCape.

Adverseweatherconditionspreventedtheship’s returnto
pick up Mawsonandthecrewof six, who hadbeenleft behindto
awaitthesledgeparty. Theteamthereforehadtospendasecond
winter in Antarctica, Theyusedsomeof thetimetocommemorate
theircomradesby carvinga plaque, which waserectednearthe
hut in spring. Additionally Mawsonnamedtwo glaciersafter the
bravemen, eachbeinglocatedneartheir icy graves. But Mawson
could neverunderstandthe causeof Mertz's deathand why he
himselfhadescapedthesamedestiny, asthepoisonouseffectsof
excessiveVitamin A werediscoveredonly afterhepassedaway
in 1958. His explanationwasthatMertz, who wasalmostavegeta-
rian, was unableto absorbthe suddenhigh intake of unaccus-
tomedfood.
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theirsecondchild in 1907causedhim to leaveAustraliafor New
York , whereheleft no traceandit is thoughtthathediedin 1913.
However, hischildrenremainedandgrewup in Tasmaniawhere
severalof their descendantsarestill living. In 1928a memberof
a third deSalisbranchemigratedto Australia. 28-year-old Pierre
de Salis, born in Andermatt in CantonUri , settled in Sydney,

wherehe workedasa businessmanand wherehedied in 1977
leavinga wife andtwo sons.

Although most deSalis living in Australia would havelost
theirSwisscitizenship, theykeepat leastloosecontactwith their
Europeanrelatives. Sometravel the long distanceto takepart in
thetraditionalfamily gatheringseitherin EnglandorSwitzerland.
Also asmembersof a veryspecial«club» they regularlyreceive
thefamily 's newsletterfrom Switzerland.

It is worth mentioning that Governor La Trobe's eldest
daughterAgnes, whohadaccompaniedherparentsto PortPhillip
in 1839, marriedanotherPierredeSalisin Neuchâtel. Pierrealso
originatedin thevillage of Soglio. Agnesis commemoratedby a
streetnamedin herhonourin JolimontnearwheretheLa Trobe
family lived in Melbourne.

AustralianConnectionsof a PatricianFamily
Therearefew Swissfamilies as widely known as the deSalis.
Severalfamily membershaveheld prominentpositionsandcon-
siderablyinfluenced the courseof history in Switzerlandand
particularlyin their homeCantonGrisons. Thefamily originates
from the Val Bregaglia, anotherItalian speakingvalley, which is
reachedfrom St. Moritz via theMaloja Pass.

Their namemay be tracedasfar backasthe 10th century
andmanydeSalishavebeenknightedby Europeanemperors,
suchasPeterdeSalisfrom Soglio. He wastheenvoyof the then
independentGrisonsto the Court of QueenAnne in London in
1709with regardtoanagreementtograntfreepassageacrossthe
RhaetianAlps. Thiswasthestartof a personalfriendshipwith the
QueenandhersuccessorsGeorgeI andGeorgeII . Peterbecame
acitizenof Chur, thecapitalof thelaterCantonGrisons, andwas
madea Countof theHoly RomanEmpireby FrancisII of Austria
in 1748. His descendantssettledin Englandbut kept closeties
with their canton. Peter'ssonJeromeII for examplebuilt a house
in Bondoin theVal Bregaglia, wherehis great-grandsonJerome
IV was broughtup. The latter's son William spentsix yearsin
Sydneyfor the«GreatCalcuttaMerchantHouseof JardineMathe-
son & Co.», and the establishmentof regular monthly postal
servicesbetweenSydneyandLondonin themid-1840swaslarge-

ly due to his efforts. After his return to London in 1848William
activelycontributedto the mouldingof the constitutionawarded
to the Australiancoloniesin 1852.

William ’s youngerbrotherLeopold had migratedto New
SouthWalesa coupleof yearsearlierin 1840. He first farmedin
Gundagaiand later settled in Tharwa near Canberra, where
severalof his descendantsbecamelocally notedpersonalities.
Two of Leopold'ssonsnamedtheir homes«Soglio» and«Bondo»
after the villagesin theVal Bregagliathusevidencingthestrong
ties with their family 's origin.

Aroundtheturn of thecenturyamemberof anotherbranch
of thedeSalisfamily settledin Australia. Ulrich deSalis, born in
Grisons1 capital Chur in 1871, emigratedto Hobartandstarted
farming. The unfortunatedeathof his wife following the birth of
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andItalian-Swissgold-diggers, althoughof someimportancefor
Australia’sdevelopment, left only a local impact. Theyremained
isolatedeventsin anepochof strongmigratorymovementsfrom
all partsof Switzerland. During the19th centurySwissemigration
was clearly dominatedby peoplesettling in Russia, Algeria,

Argentina, Brazil andaboveall in theUnitedStatesandCanada.
Australia was then generallyvery little known resulting in the
limited interestof migratingto the antipodesdespitethe incen-

tives of Tasmaniain the 1850s and Queenslandin the 1870s of
offering free passages.

It wasnot beforeperiodsof drasticimmigrationrestrictions
in northernAmericathat migrationto Australiafound a broader
interestasanalternative. Thissituationfirst arosein themid-1920s
whenearlyimplicationsof theworld-widedepressionresultedin
rising numbersof unemployedpersonsin EuropeandNorthern
America. Thoseproblemsarosein Australiaafew yearslaterthus
makingthis country initially a promisingprospect. A consider-
ablenumberof Swissmigrantsarrivedin theantipodesduring
theyears1924to 1928, which is reflectedin correspondingcen-
sus peaksparticularly in New South Wales, Queenslandand
Victoria. When thedepressioncaughtup with Australiaaround
1930manyof the newcomersrepatriatedasa consequence.

A similarsituationwith a different backgroundbut a longer
lasting bearingemergedin the 1960s. Involved in the Vietnam
War the UnitedStatestook up largecontingentsof refugeesand
drasticallylimited other categoriesof immigrants. At thesame
time the Swiss becameeligible for free passageto Australia.

Additionally thetraveltimehadconsiderablyshortenedby using
thegreatlyimprovedairlineservicesavailable. Theannualinflux
of Swissbornmigrantsreacheda proportionneverexperienced
before. Thesesettlerswereobligedto stayandwork for at least
two yearsandmanyof themindeedrepatriatedafteracoupleof
years. But in maintaininga liberal immigration policy up to the
early1980s in contrastto otherpreferredcountries, suchasthe
United States, Canadaand New Zealand, Australia becamethe
favouritedestination. Migrants from all over Europe, including
Switzerland, continuedto add to Australia's population.

V. SocialOrganizations

Growthof theSwissCommunitiesin Australia
Australia's popularityamongSwissmigrantshasgrown signifi-
cantly in comparisonwith other potentialdestinationsoverseas
duringthe last150years. This follows an insignificantbeginning.

Even the considerablenumbersof French-Swisswinegrowers
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Australia's proportion of all the Swiss living abroadin-
creasedfrom 1.6% in 1960to 2.7% in 1970andto 3.2% in 1983.
Accordingto recordsheld by Swissconsulates, Australiahosted
the seventhlargestSwisscommunity world-wide in the early
1980sbehindFrance, UnitedStates, WestGermany, Canada, Italy
andGreatBritain. In AustraliaSwitzerlandis now representedby
the embassyin Canberra, establishedin 1961, by consulates
generalin MelbourneandSydneyandby consularagenciesin all
othercapitals.

Within AustraliathelargestSwisscommunityprior to World
War I was confined to Victoria and afterwardsto New South
Wales. Queenslandalwaysheld their third positionfollowed by
WesternAustraliaandSouthAustraliauntil 1981. Tasmania, then
in sixthspot, recordedearlySwisssettlersin thelastcenturybut
it failed to attract largernumbersdespitesimilaritiesof topog-
raphyandclimate. Today'sfiguresof thesouthernstatecompare
with thoseof the AustralianCapitalTerritory and the Northern
Territory, which gainedmomentumonly after thesecondWorld
War. In line with thehistoryofSwisssettlementin Australia, it isn’ t
surprisingthereforeto find thefirst socialorganisationsin thetwo
strongholdsof Victoria andNewSouthWales.

proof of their existence. Lessthantwo yearsafter thefoundation
of theSSV anagreementwith thesocietiesin AdelaideandSyd-
ney was proposedand accepted, which enabled members
movingfrom onecity to anotherto join the local societywithout
payingnewentryfees.

TheSwissSocietyof SouthAustraliaseemsto havestruggled
from the beginning. As early asSeptember1882they proposed
«a kind of federation» to theSSV. Thisalliancewasacceptedand
the twosocieties, althoughstayingindependenttosomedegree,
seemto haveworkedtogetherclosely. At theturn of thecentury,
however, namesof membersliving in SouthAustraliastartedto
be notedon the membershiplists of the SSV, thus indicatinga
closingdown of their society.

The first SwissSocietyin New SouthWalesdidn't succeed
either. Tin entryin theSSV-minuteson 13June, 1888, refersto the
collapseof that first organization. But tenyearslater it wasfoun-

deda secondtime. HenrySpondlyremainedits secretaryuntil
theactivitieshadto besuspendedoncemorein 1903causedby
the apathyof the Swiss community. It was not until 1907 that,
accordingto the last society’s rules, the requirednumber of
twelveinterestedSwisscouldbefoundtostartall overagain. The
third Swisssocietynow operatedunderpartly changedprovi-
sions. Swisscitizenshipwasno longera preconditionto beeli-
gible for membershipandthesocietystressedsocialfunctionsin
orderto fosteradditionalinterest. TheSwissSocietyof NewSouth
Waleswastransformedinto theSwissClub of New SouthWales
in 1926 encouragedby the successof the newly formedSwiss
Club of Victoria a couple of yearsearlier. A relief fund was
administeredfor thesupportof needySwiss.

In the late1970s thefoundationof yet anotherindependent,
Sydney-basedorganizationwasinitiated. Startingits activitiesin
1979The SwissBenevolentSociety, renamedSwissCommunity
CareSocietyin 1987, offersfinancialhelp, giveslegaladvice, and
its membersvisit lonely Swissin hospitalsandhomes. This new
approachseemsto bewell suitedto acommunitywith a growing
numberof ageingmembers.

BenevolentSocieties
Fromthe18th centurymosturbanSwisscommunitiesof consider-
ablesizeworld-wide havefoundedbenevolentsocieties. Their
memberswere usually wealthy businessmenand tradesmen
commitingthemselvesto helpcountrymennewlyarrivedand/or
in need.

Australia's benevolentSwiss societies in Sydney, Mel-
bourneandAdelaidewereall foundedin the late 1870s. Unfor-
tunatelyonly the minutesof theSwissSocietyof Victoria (SSV)
reportuninterruptedthesocial life andcorrespondingchanges
of the local communitysince its foundationon 17 April , 1879.
Theseminutesalso give somesporadicaccountsof the sister
communitiesin the neighbouringstates. Regardingthe Swiss
Societyof SouthAustraliaandthefirst SwissSocietyof NewSouth
Wales, therespectivereferencesin theSSVrecordsaretheonly
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Furthersupportwasgivenby improvingtheapplicant'schances
to starthis own businessor to apply for a job. In one instance
supportmeanthandingover a second-handblack coat to aid a
person's requestfor thepositionof a clerk. Anothertime theSSV
purchasedwire thusenablinga newly arrivedSwissto makehis
living by manufacturingcoat-hangers.

TheSSValsomadedonationsto privatehospitalsandhomes
which entitledit to nominatepatientsof its choice. First recipient
was the MelbourneHospital in 1881 followed by nine other in-
stitutionsin Victoria'scapital. Between1885and1924ahospitalin
Daylesfordreceivedannualdonationsasdid a hospitaland two
asylumsin Bendigofrom 1891to 1898, anasylumin Castlemaine
in 1891/92 anda homein Adelaidein 1925. Thesecontributions
indicate the necessaryassistancemainly for the ageingItalian-

Swissparticularlyin rural Victoria.
The reasons, why Swissgot into suchdesperatesituations

thattheyapproachedtheSSVfor help, wereasvariedastheways
of resulting assistance. For many Italian-Swiss the benevolent
society replacedtheir lack of social security, work care and
health insuranceat leastuntil they got their agepensionsafter
being naturalized. Urban residentsoften got into a desperate
situation throughunemploymentresulting in alcohol addiction,

family problemsandin rarecasessuicides. Sometimestheappli-
cantswere just very unfortunatelike a commercialagentfrom
St. Gall. He andhis family hadarrivedshortlybeforethesecond
World War. Whenhewentto takeupanofferedjob, hewastold
that it wasno longeravailable. On the way back homefrom the
disappointingpresentationhewasrobbedof hispursecontaining
all hismoneyof £ 15. An articleon hismisfortuneappearedin the
«Herald», andtheSSVimmediatelyhelpedoutnotonly with some
cashbut alsowith assistinghim to gain otheremployment.

OtherSwissmigrantsweresimply too lazy to work. Usually
theseapplicantsweresupportedfor a limited time to give them
anotherchanceto look for a job. Evenworse, oneof theapplicants
told the AssistanceCommitteea fictitious story of having been
robbedin FlindersStreet. However, it turnedout thatthe«victim»
himself had a keen interest in old ladies’ pursesand he was

SwissSocietyof Victoria (SSV)
TheSSV wastheonly organizationto enjoyasatisfactoryinterest
by its Swisscommunityin theearlydays. Its foundationseemsto
havebeeninitiatedby thethenactingSwissConsulGuillaumede
Pury from Neuchâtel in early 1879 and closecontactswith the
Consulatein Melbournehavebeenmaintainedeversince. On 17
April , 1879, twenty-oneFrench-, German- andItalian-Swisswere
presentat theconstituentmeetingandjoined thesocietyasfound-
ing members. Within six yearsthe membershipconsistedof a
record136 personswhich hasnot beensurpassedto date. The
earlysuccessreflectsthepronouncedneedfor asocialorganiza-
tion to caterfor expatriateSwissduring this period.

Membershipnumbersfluctuatedgreatlyafterwards. In 1897
a minimum of only 27 personswereregisteredbut thenumbers
recoveredtoasecondpeakof 131membersthirty yearslaterdue
to a new waveof immigration in the pre-depressionyears. The
figuresstabilizedat a level of about50 personsin the decades
after World War II.

Until recently, theSSVconsistedof equallyrepresentedtown
andcountrymembers. Thelatterpaidreducedfeesandin thelast
centurytheywerealmostexclusivelycomprisedof eitherItalian-

or French-Swiss thus balancingthe urbanGerman-Swiss. Now-

adaysonly a coupleof the society's membersarenot German-
Swiss.

The SSV hastwo major objectiveswhich haven' t changed
noticeablysinceits foundation:
a) «To give adviceto Swissnewlyarrivedandto supportany

Swissin Victoria, whois really in wantof helpandworthy to
receiveassistance.

b) To promotenationalfeelingandgoodfellowshipamongthe
Swissin Victoria.»
An AssistanceCommiteeelectedannuallypursuesthefirst

objective. In earlytimestheyorganizedfreeaccommodationand
mealsat oneof theSwissboardinghousesin the city. In other
casesassistancewasgiven in form of employmentparticularlyin
thevineyardsof Lillydale or by presentingtrain ticketsenabling
the holder to look for a job in a bettersuitedrural destination.
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eventuallyarrested. Anotherspongerwasfinancinghis journey
aroundtheworld by applyingfor assistanceat localSwisssocie-
tiestelling alwayshissameheart-rendingstory. Oncearrivedin
Australiahe successfullyusedthis methodin Adelaide. But his
intentionswere unveiledand the society's warningsarrived in
time in MelbourneandSydneyto preventanyfurtherdonations.
Becauseof non-compliancewith the rules, a numberof applica-
tions to theSSV were rejected, asthe persons, most of them of
Germanorgin, wereunableto provetheir Swisscitizenship.

With thegradualimprovementof Australia'ssocialsecurity
requestsfor SSV-supportdeclined in Melbourne. Only a few
caseswererecordedin the periodfollowing World War II , and
onemight expectan adjustmentto changedneedssimilar to the
Sydneyexampleof theSwissCommunityCareSociety.

Of no less importanceto providing assistancewas the
secondobjective of the society, to promote national feeling
amongtheSwiss. Weeklysocial gatheringsin one of theSwiss
boardinghousesand later in the society's own premiseswere
institutionalizedalreadyon foundationday in 1879. Six months
afterthefirst generalmeetingmembersorganizedapicnicfor all
Swissandtheir families. Thisoutingprovedto beverysuccessful
andwasrepeatedannuallyuntil replacedby a banquetheld in
latespring. On 1 August, 1891, thedayof the600th anniversaryof
theSwissConfederation, theFederalCouncil in Bernedeclared
the introduction of the National Day of Switzerland. The SSV
decidedtocommemoratethiseventwith abanquetandinvitedall
Swissto attend. NationalDay becamethe focusof thesocial life
duringtheyearandit hasbeencelebratedin variouswaysever
since.
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Tofurtherstrengthentheinterestin Swisscultureandrecent
eventsin Switzerland, the SSV openeda library with books,

periodicalsandnewspapersin German, FrenchandItalian. Four
yearsafter the foundationa Musical & GymnasticSectionof the
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SSV wasformed, for which thesocietyorderedsomesongbooks
in GermanandFrenchfrom Switzerland.

There were lengthy discussionsamongthe Swiss on the
publicationlanguageof thesociety'sannualreportsbesidesEng-
lish. Theyhadto bepresentedin oneof thenationallanguagesin
order to receivesubsidiesfrom the Swissgovernment. In the
early daysthe majority of the leadingmembersof the society
spokeFrench. But, beinggenerallywell educatedandhavinga
good understandingof their compatriots' languagesas well as
English, the French-Swiss generouslydisclaimed their rights.
Consequentlythe societyprinted its reportsin Germanandon
two occasionsin Italian. This reflectstheshift towardsa German-
Swissmajority in thecommunityaswell asthefull -heartedcollab-
orationandthedifficulties of readingEnglishof theItalian-Swiss.

Throughoutits existencetheSSVwasvitally concernedwith
theeventsanddevelopmentsin Switzerland. In 1881amotionwas
put forward urgingtheSwissgovernmentto buy landabroadin

orderto resettlethecountry'ssurpluspopulation. This ideade-
partedfrom the practiceof severalcommunesto get rid of un-

wantedpersonsby providingthemwith a one-way ticket to New
York . It took theSwissConsulin Melbourneconsiderablediplo-

maticskill to stopthis well meantbut unrealisticmemorandum.

Closeties betweenthe membersof theSSV and the fatherland
weredemonstratedby donationssentto Bernein order to miti-
gatethehardshipof thepopulationfollowing severefloodingsin
1910andshortagesof all commoditiesduringWorld War I .

The major recenteventconcerningthe promotionof Swiss
identity wastheinitiatingandsubsequentsponsoringof theSwiss
Schoolin 1975. This freeschoolfor childrenof Swissparentsis
heldonSaturdaymorningsin Melbourneat theSwissClub. Itsaim
is to passon somebasicbackgroundon cultureandlanguage.

the Geelongareausedto gatherin the «PensioneSuisse» at 11
JamesStreetin Geelongrun by AugusteTétazaroundthe turn of
thecenturyandlater takenoverby theSwissJustfamily. On rare
occasionsmembersof the Swiss Club of Victoria travelled to
Geelongin ordertopresentlanternslidesfromSwitzerlandin the
boardinghouse, and theSwissConsulusedto stay in the «Pen-
sioneSuisse» to meethis numerouscountrymen.

In a similar way the gatheringsof the Italian-Swiss gold-

diggersusuallyhadan unofficial character. TheirSwissandItal-
ian Associationin Daylesfordgainedsomepublicexposurewhen
they stagedscenesfrom the legendarySwiss hero «Willhelm
Tell» story for a fund raising processionin 1875. However, the
establishmentof the SSV in Melbournemay haverenderedthe
associationobsoleteafter 1879.

With the concentrationof the contemporarymigration to
MelbournetheSwisscommunitiesin rural Victoria shrankrapid-

ly . In theearly20th centurythe remainingsettlersusually joined
theSwissorganizationsin thecapitalor held local privatemeet-
ings.

Clubs in Melbourne
Australia'sfirstSwissClubwasfoundedin Melbourne. According
to theSSV minutes, thesocietypatronizedthe foundationof the
«SocialClub Helvetia» on 1 January, 1890. «Helvetia» took over
the responsibilitiesfor socialeventsand organizedyearly fes-
tivities, suchastheSwissNational Day in co-operationwith the
SSV. Due to financialdifficulties theclub handedover its money
to theSSV trusteesonly two yearsafter thefoundationandeven-
tually closeddownaround1896.

ThesucceedingSwissClub of Victoria wasfoundedin 1899
and remainedindependentfrom the SSV. To raise the com-
munity’s interestin membership, the club publisheda monthly
journal «Edelweiss» containing news from Switzerland, travel
accountsfrom Swissall over the world as well as the annual
reportsof theSSV. It may beassumedthat theclubwasdissolved
shortlyafter the journal ceasedpublication in 1904.

SocialLife in Rural Victoria
Surprisingly the winegrowersin Victoria never establisheda
formal socialorganizationof their own despitethe considerable
sizeof thiscommunity. Ratherthesettlersin Lillydale metprivate-
ly or at theSSV andSwissClub in the city. Their counterpartsin
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A third attemptto establishasocialclub coincidedwith the
first migrationwavefollowing World War I. ThenewSwissClub
of Victoria, foundedin 1924, startedpromisingly. Oneof its major
objectiveswasto rentasuitableroom, wherethememberscould
meetat anytime, andsoona locality wasfoundin FlindersLane.

Theclub wasmovedto SpringStreetin 1941, but sincethe1970s
it hasbeenlocatedin FlindersLaneagain.

Dueto a rising interestsub-groupswereformedwithin the
club's patronage, suchas the Folk DancingGroup, the fencing
clubLe Cercled'Escrime, theRifle ClubandtheSoccerClubuntil
the early 1960s. However, theseactivities graduallyceasedin
contrastto the Yodel club Edelweisswhich remainedpopular.
Formedin 1953 it still holdsa prominentposition in the Swiss
community. Ladies' Luncheonshavebeenorganizedfour timesa
yearsince1975in theclub's fully licensedrestaurantin orderto
reduceisolationandpromotefriendshipamongwomen.

ThesecondindependentSwissclubMatterhornSocietywas
founded in 1970, primarily to incorporatethe wrestling club
Schwingvereinand the Yodel choir Matterhorn. The Schwing-
vereinclaimsto betheonly wrestlingclub with weekly training
sessionsoutsideSwitzerland. Social activities in its premisesin
Caulfield emphasizethe preservationof Swissculture. Corre-
spondingto thecompositionof themembers, Swiss-Germanis the
spokenlanguage. This largelyexcludesEnglish, Frenchor Italian
speakingpersons.

The TrachtengruppeSchwyzergruess, alsocalledAustral-
ian/SwissSocietywasestablishedin 1985. It aimstoencouragethe
wearingof traditionalSwisscostumeson socialfunctions. Other
objectivesare to carefor countrymenparticularly elderly mi-
grantsandto preserveSwissdialects. Thelatterwassuccessfully
demonstratedin thestagingof a Swissfarcein 1986, which was
well receivedby the Swisscommunity. Up to datethe society
consistsexclusively of lady-members. This contrastswith the
othersocialorganizationswheremenareusuallymoreactively
involved.

sänne, GesellschaftehemaligerPolistudenten, usuallyreferredto
asGEP. This voluntaryorganizationoperatesin Switzerlandas
well as in numerouscities all over the world including Mel-
bourne, Canberraand Sydney. As Swisscitizenshipis not re-
quired, many non-Swiss joined after its establishmentin 1967,

amongthem severalPolish and Hungarianrefugeesof World
War II. Apart from its social gatheringsthe GEPgainedimpor-
tanceby an agreementwith the Australian Governmentin the
early 1970s, which recognizedthe members' Swissdegreesas
equalin value to thoseobtainedat Australianuniversities. The
settlementwasreachedafter longandat timesfiercediscussions
with Australian officials. The allied SUG (Swiss University
Graduates) hasonly a small numberof membersin Melbourne
andis moreactivein Sydney.

Clubsin Sydney
As mentionedearliertheSwissSocietyof New SouthWaleswas
supersededby theSwissClub of NewSouthWalesin 1926. Simi-
larly to Melbourneone of their inital objectiveswas to find a
permanentcentral meetingplace. Subsequentlythe club pur-
chaseda housein GeorgeStreetfor their gatheringsand it re-
mained in occupationfor severaldecadesuntil the premises
weresold in orderto financeaholidayhousein thealpineresort
of Jindabynein the1970s. Theclub thenmetat theGermanClub
andlater in Swissrestaurantsin Sydney. Regrettablytheir house
in Jindabynedidn't succeedandwassoldat a greatlossin 1987.

Unlike their counterpartsin Melbournealternativeclubs
emergingin Sydneyremainedindependentfrom theSwissClub
but to a greatextenttheysharedthesamemembers. The Gym-

nasticClub and its branch, the Yodel Club, startedactivities in
1928. Althoughoperatingby rulesits founderandfirst president
wasn’ t awareof the Australianprovisionof compulsoryregistra-
tion of the organizationwith the authorities. Thereforethe club
wasillegal until an unforgettableeventten yearslater, whenthe
president's crowdedvan full of noisy junior gymnastsattracted
the attention of policemen in King 's Cross, The constables
threatenedhim with court actionbut becauseof the president’s

A furthersocialorganizationis thesocietyof formerstudents
of theSwissFederalInstitute of Technologyin Zurich and Lau-
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for specialneeds. The Rifle Club conductsweekly trainingses-
sionsand organizesthe yearly riflemen's meetingopen to all
membersof the community. The Senior Citizens Club fosters
contactsbetweenelderlySwissin periodicalbut informal meet-
ings thus reducing for the migrantsproblemsof ageingand
isolation.

As theearlywinegrowersin Victoria failed to form aclubof
their own, the Cercle Romandis the only pure French-Swiss
organizationeverto beestablishedin Australia. In recentyears
FrenchspeakingSwiss in other Australian capitalsrepeatedly
complainedaboutthedominanceof Germanspeakingmembers
in all the Swissorganizations. For theselinguistic minorities it
meansthat they can adapteither by talking Swiss-Germanor,

what is usually much easier, to communicatein English. Both
alternativeslack the relaxationof an environmentof one’s own
nativelanguageandthey don't offer much incentiveto actively
participatein anethnicclub. Despiteademonstratedneedin the
1970s a recenteffort to establisha French-Swissclub failed in
Melbourneand wasneverattemptedin smallercommunitiesof
othercapitals. ThismakestheCercleRomandin Sydneythemore
successfulby keepinggoing over ten years. Their quarterly
gatherings, whereonly Frenchisspoken, remainpopularamong
long establishedmigrantsaswell asnewlyarrivedfamilies. This
in itself contrastswith the generalpattern of lack of interest
expressedby youngSwiss.

Active, honoraryandpassivemembersof theSwissGymnasticClubof Sydneyin
1930(courtesyof theSwissClub of New SouthWales, Sydney).

goodreputationthechargesweredropped. Theclubwasregis-
teredandcontinuedenthusiasticallywith official blessing.

Due to a lack of interestamongnewlyarrivedmigrantsand
ageingof theactivememberstheGymnasticClub wasdissolved
in theearly1960s, but theYodelClubstill playsan importantpart
in theSwisscommunity. Thehighartisticstandardof theirsinging
wasacknowledgedby excellentmarksat theFederalYodelling
Festivalin Switzerlandin 1984, wheretheyparticipatedtogether
with the yodellingclub Edelweissfrom Melbourne.

Later foundedandstill activeorganizationsaretheSenior
CitizensClub, the Small Bore Rifle Club and the French-Swiss
CercleRomand. Theyall areof a morecasualcharacterbut cater

Clubs in Small Communities
Swissclubsin thesmallerAustraliancapitalshaveemergedfrom
informal gatheringsheld in the yearsbetweenthe two World
Wars. In WesternAustralia it startedwith regularvisits of Swiss
to Emil Brändli from Wädenswil in CantonZurich and his wife
Anna, wholived in Roelands, some20kilometreseastof Bunbury.
DuringtheschoolholidaysmanySwissparentssenttheirchildren
from Perth to the country location in thesouth, wherethey en-

joyedthecompanyof thesix Brändli children. Thecontactseven-
tually resultedin the foundationof the first unofficial SwissClub
in Perthin 1936. National Day celebrationswereregularlyheld
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from thenonwards. Following theSecondWorld War threeof the
well establishedfamilies, including the Brändlis, initiated the
introductionof an official SwissClub in 1949. The club renteda
roomin East-Perthfor oneeveningeachmonth, where«themen
playedcards, drankbeerandswore» and«thewomenknittedor
sewed», asoneof the foundingmembersrecalls!

A few yearslaterthefirst official Swissclubsin Hobart(1952)
and in Adelaide(1953) werefounded. Adelaideseemsto have
emergedin asimilar way astheclub in Perth. However, it wasa
newlyarrivedgroupof settlersfrom easternSwitzerlandwhoset
up theorganizationin Hobart. All threeclubsdiscontinuedtheir
activitiesin thelate1950sor early1960s, asthepost-war migrants
were too busy beingengagedin pursuingpersonalactivities.
Furthermore, the interestsof the new settlerslargely differed
from the needsof the pre-war migrants, and alternativeethnic
clubs, in particularGermanandAustrian, attractedmanySwiss.

The next waveof club foundationsstartedin 1965with the
official establishmentof theSwissSocietyof Queensland, although

informal gatheringshad beenheld on a casualbasissincethe
1920s. Financedby the society, the «Swiss News Queensland»
publisheshonorarycontributions, mainly in Englishandup tosix
timesa year. In 1966 Adelaideformeda new andthis time suc-
cessfulSwissclub, andoneyearlatera growingcommunityin the
AustralianCapitalTerritory formedthe CanberraSwissClub.

In 1971a newsocialorganizationin Tasmaniareplacedthe
former Swiss club. The Swiss Australian Society of Tasmania
concentrateson culturalandsocialactivitiesandalsoincludesa
choir. The Hobartbasedsocietyremainsopento all interested
persons, which departsfrom thepracticein MelbourneandSyd-

ney. Membershipin thoseSwissAustralianSocietiesis gainedby
invitation only. However, the commonaim of all societiesis to
intensifythecultural, commercial, scientificandeducationalcon-
tactsbetweenthe two countries.

ThepresentSwissclubin Perthwasonly establishedin 1976,

butdueto its continuedsuccessit is now in 1987consideringthe
purchaseof its ownclubhouse. Thelatestadditionto thechronol-
ogy of club foundationsis the Swiss involvementin the Swiss-
AustrianClub on Queensland's Gold Coastin 1986.

All theactiveclubsup to datehaveincludedprovisionsfor
benevolentservicesin their rulesand the organizationof social
meetingswith the National Day of 1 August being the central
event. Most clubsincorporatea choir or yodelgroupandyearly
outingsarecommon. Adaptedto local conditionsand interest,
their activities include hiking weekendsin Tasmania, amateur
theatricalsin Adelaideor tennisgamesin Brisbane. But playing
cards, smokingcigarsandenjoyingthelocalbeerhaveyet to be
replacedasthemostcommonandfavouriteactivitiesat theweek-
ly or monthlygatheringspreferablyheld privately in Swissres-
taurants.

However, despitebig effortsof the committeesof theSwiss
clubs, the motivationof youngeraswell asnewly arrivedmem-

bersof the communityto becomeactively involved, remainsa
problem. A clue to the roots of that apathymay be found in
Darwin. This town is the only Australiancapitalwithout a Swiss
club, althoughits communityis comparablein sizewith Hobart.

Even before the official foundationof WesternAustralia's first Swias Club the
Swissusedto gatheratRoleystonefor theirSwissNationalDay celebrations. This
photodepictsa 1 Augustmeetingin thelate1940s(courtesyof Trudy Le Coultre,

Perth).
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Vagueattemptshavebeenmadeto setup a socialorganization
but unsuccessfully, asmost of the potentialmemberspreferred
unscheduledmeetingswhenevertheyfelt like it . Beingobligedto
find a presidentandasecretary, havingto actaccordingto rules
andto write andreadminuteswerefurtherdeterrents. Neverthe-
lesstheir «compulsory» annualNationalDay celebrations, heldat
the homeof thehonoraryconsul, alwaysenjoygreatpopularity.
TheyareindicationsthattheSwissat the«TopEnd» aren’ t sovery
different from their countrymenin thecoolersouth.

VI . Economic Contributions

First Contacts
Thefirst tradecontactsbetweenAustraliaandSwitzerlandcanbe
tracedback to the 1840s, when the early winegrowersin the
Geelongarea imported from their homelandvine-grafts and
tools. By the time of the Australianfederationin 1901 the import
businesswas well established. Among the productswere vict-
uals, watches, straw goods, silk and cotton fabrics as well as
machineryespeciallyfor thetextile industry. Colonialtraderela-
tions were usually maintainedby agentsbasedin London, but
after federationnew contactswere increasinglyestablisheddi-
rectly with Australianpartners.

However, only a few Swisscompanies, suchasNestlé, trad-
ing in the last century have maintainedcontinuouslinks with
Australia. Most of today's representedSwissenterprisesestab-
lished their contactsonly after federationand following trade
facilitations. This wasreflectedin a reportpublishedin Zurich in
1902on newly emergingprospectsof extendedtraderelations
with the antipodes. It stressedpromising opportunitiespar-
ticularly for Swissengineeringworks, but it alsostronglyadvised
interestedenterpreneursto becomefirst familiar with theEnglish
languageandthedifferent working conditions, which according
to theauthorMax Huber, occuredin severalpoints.

Nestlé
Nestlé'schronicleof its earlydaysreadsalmostlike a fairy-tale.
It all startedin 1867whenchemistHenri Nestléliving in Veveyon
theshoresof LakeGenevainventedamilk productfor premature
babies. This productwasan immediatesuccessandsold world-
wide like the latercondensedmilk andchocolate.

Despitethedifficulties in themid-1870s, whenanextended
dockers’ strike in Melbournehamperedthe unloadingof Nestlé
products, Australiaproveda boomingmarketfor the company.
Condensedmilk wasin high demandin a countrywith extensive

NationalDaycelebrationson 1 Augusr remainiho focusof organizedSwisssocial
life throughoutAustralia.
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Nestléadvertisementof
1909. Baby food
togetherwith
condensedmilk and
milk powderproved
mostsuccessful
products(courtesy
Nestlé AustraliaLtd .,

Sydney).

The company's later expansionswereachievedin several
ways. New productsweredeveloped, suchaspowderedinstant
coffeeand full creammilk powderwith a long shelf life in the
1930s, licencesfor productsand marketingwere granted, and
aboveall mergerswith companiesof the food industryproved
very effective. Shortly after the secondWorld War the Swiss
company Maggi joined the group and started its Australian
productionof conveniencefood in 1951.

In 1971anotherSwisscompanymergedwith Nestlé, Ursina
andconsequentlyits Australiansubsidiaryin Tongalain northern
Victoria. TongalaMilk , asit is known, startedproductionin 1950
set up by well trainedSwissstaff. The decisionto establishan
Australiansubsidiarymaywell havebeeninfluencedby thethen
chairmanof Ursula's boardof directors, Louis de Castellawho
was a son of the gentleman-winegrower Hubert de Castella.
Hubert's first sonFrançois chosethe planneddairy’s location in
Tongalaashewasfamiliar with theareathroughoneof hisearlier
vineyardsnearby, François' eldestson initially administeredthe
dairy, which producedmainly milk , milk-powder, butteraswell
as cheeseand theselater complementedNestlé's production
range. TheSwissemployedin Tongalasubsequentlyleft thenew
companyor joined Nestlé elsewhere.

In themid 1980sNestléAustraliaLtd employed2400persons
includinga considerablenumberof Swissmigrants, particularly
chefs, and the companyrecordedan annualturnover of half a
billion dollars.
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isolatedrural areasandhot summers. Following the turn of the
century Australia had becomeNestlé's secondlargestexport
marketwith a turnoverof 200000 casesof condensedmilk an-

nually.

Hanro
In themid-1920s theSwisstextile companyHanroestablishedits
AustraliansubsidiaryHanro-BendigoKnitting Mill . It followed as
aconsequenceof protectivepoliciesworld-widewith high import
dutieson importedmerchandisein theaftermathof World War I.
In 1925Hanro'sexportmarkethadcometoa nearstandstillabove
all in theBritish Commonwealthincluding Australia.

Due to the recommendationsof Hanro's representativein
AustraliaandthethenSwissConsulin Sydney, EugenBloch, the
companyconsideredsettingup a subsidiary«Down Under» in

Partly due to increasedimport duties Nestlé started to
producecondensedmilk in Australia and purchasedfor that
purposethethenlargestcondensedmilk factoryin thecountryin
1906. This includedtwo condenseries, thelargeronebeingsitu-
ated in Toogoolawah120km north-west of Brisbane, with 1400
cowson sevendairy farms. After havingestablishedthe head
office in Sydneyin 1908Nestlé buill up a factory in Dennington
westof Warrnamboolin Victoria shortly beforeWorld War I.
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orderto supply its well establishedclientele. It wasfound that a
partnershipwith amanufacturerin Bendigowasthemostpromis-
ing projectandfinally Hanro'snewenterprisestartedproduction
in early 1927. For that purposeSwissborn architectBill Böckli
from Melbournewas commissionedto build the new factory,

highly specializedmachinerywasshippedfrom Switzerlandto
Victoria andemployeesof theparentcompanywereencouraged
to acceptfive yearcontractsto helporganizethemanufacturing.

For the peoplein the company's town Liestal in Canton
Basle-Country, ignoranceof Australiamusthavebeenprofound.
Whenit cameto recruitmentfor the requiredpersonneloneof
Hanro's interestedstaff reportedlylookedin vain for thehomeof
kangaroosand eucalyptson a very detailedEuropeanmap!
Neverthelessminor andmajor problemsweresortedout andin
November1926 twenty-six personnel, including the managing
director of the AustraliansubsidiaryCarl Handschintogether
with his family and 18 femaleemployees, left Switzerland. On
their arrival in the Port of Melbourne the Hanro group was
greetedby severalunknowncountrymen, who had recognized
their «squareheads», which accordingto the unexpectedwel-
comecommitteewereunmistakablesignsof Swissorigin!

In Bendigothe arrival of thesemigrantswho werehardly
able to make themselvesunderstoodin English, obviously
createdquite a sensationamongthe locals. Australianauthors
liked tostressthefact thatHanrohadsent22Swisswomen, but in
their excitementthey miscalculatedthe actual number of the
ladiesand forgot about the few malespecialistsas well as the
director.

HanrocommissionedtheSwissarchitectBill Böckli with the constructionof their
Bendigosubsidiaryin 1926.

Mills in Melbourne, which is still run by his son and maintains
closetieswith theSwisstextile industry. Hanro-Bendigowassold
in 1967after havinglost themajority of its shares.

Representationsof OtherSwissCompanies
Probablyencouragedby Hanro's undertakingin Australiathree
watchmakersandtheir familiesleft Waldenburgin CantonBasle-
Countryin 1930andstartedtogethertheSwissWatch Company
in Bendigo. But it wastheavailabilityof gold for theirwatchesthat
attractedthem rather than the presenceof anotherSwisscom-

pany. They manufacturedwatchcasesandassembledthem with
imported works from Switzerland. The enterprisewas never
reallysuccessfulbecauseof Australia'seconomiccrisisandlater
personalproblemsbetweenthe partners. Eventuallyall three
families repatriatedprior to thesecondWorld War.

Along with the build-up of theSwissfood, textile and ma-

chine industry went the establishmentof the serviceindustry.

Feelingtheeffectsof theeconomicdepressionthe knitting
mill initially struggled. The subsidiarybecameprofitable only
after the increaseddemanddueto World War II revived busi-
ness. Theinvolvementof Swisspersonnelphasedout in theearly
1930s, whenill healthforcedCarl Handschinto returnto Switzer-
land andalsomostof his compatriotssoonrepatriateddisliking
the harsherleadershipof the Australiansuccessor. However, a
few remainedandsettledin MelbourneandAdelaide. JosefGeh-
rig , a foremanwith Hanro, later establishedMarquiseKnitting
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ian company, with a branchoffice or at least through a local
agent.

Zurich-AustralianInsurancefor instancewascreatedasasubsid-
iary in 1921with its headoffice in Sydneyandbranchesin all state
capitalsexceptHobart. Prior to 1982thecompanywasknownas
«CommonwealthAssuranceCorporation».

SinceWorld War II Swiss industrial interestsin Australia
increasedwith thecountry'sdevelopment. TheexpandingAus-
tralian heavy industry enticeda numberof Swissengineering
works. Sulzerdelegateda permanentresidentengineerfor ser-
vice works in 1951 and openeda branchoffice in 1963. This
companywasinvolved in the constructionof powerstationsfor
theSnowyMountainsSchemein closecollaborationwith another
Swissgiant, Brown Boveri in the 1950s. A boom in the building
industryin thesameperiodcreatedthe right marketconditions
for Wild , today's Wild Leitz in Sydney, a specialistcompany
supplyinginstrumentsusedfor surveys, drawingandin laborato-
ries.

EconomicImprints
In many of the post-war Australian industrial projectsSwissin-

volvementcan be traced, suchasBrown Boveri's engineering
participationof the ski-tube in the Snowy Mountainsand Von
Roll 's knowhowin theconstructionof the mono-rails at theGold
Coast, Brisbane's Expo 88 as well as in Sydney. The external
guy-cablesof Sydney'sCentrePoint Tower weremanufactured
by aMelbournebasedcompanyestablishedby aSwissengineer
under licenceof BBRV Zurich. Epoxy resinssuppliedby Ciba-
Geigyarebondingtheshellsof theSydneyOperaHouse. Zell-
weger-Uster provided Australia with the first ticket vending
machinein Melbourneandwith themoneyacceptorfor thefirst
automaticpetrol station in Brisbane. One of Australia's largest
travel companies, World TravelHeadquarters, is Swisscontrol-
led.

The constructionof four newoil refineriesencouragedthe
Swisschemicalindustryto starttheir Australianoperations. Ciba
openeda salesoffice in Sydney in 1948 and took up its local
productionof plastics, dyestuffsandagriculturalchemicalsin the
early 1960s. In 1971 the parentcompanyof Ciba mergedwith
Geigy, anotherBaslebasedmanufacturerof chemicalproducts,
to becomeCiba-Geigy. Geigy had openedits salesoffice in
Sydney in 1946 and by 1966 its Australian madeagricultural
chemicalsenteredthe market. Rocheestablishedits Australian
subsidiaryin 1954andspecializesnow in marinepharmacology.
Another well known Swissmanufacturerof chemicals, Sandoz,
openedits subsidiariesin MelbourneandSyndeyin 1956 and
laterstartedto producedyestuffandplastics. In 1979Sandoztook
overtheproducerof milk products, Wander, whosesubsidiaryin
Burnie is the only Swisscompanyin Tasmania.

Consequentupon the increasedtradingactivitiesbetween
thetwo countriesSwissforwardingagentsenteredtheAustralian
market in the late 1950s and early 1960s, asdid otherservice
industrieslike banksandinsurancecompanies. By themid-1980s
mostmajorSwisscompanieswererepresentedin Australiaby a
wholly ownedsubsidiary, asmajorityshareholdersof anAustral-

On severaloccasionsmultinational Swiss companiesbe-
cameinvolved in controversies. For examplein the late 1970s
Nestlé’smarketingpoliciesof babyfoodin theThird World came
underclosescrutiny. Nabalco, jointly ownedby Alusuisseandits
Australianpartners, wasdrawnin the1960sinto anongoinglegal
battledueto its mining operationsof bauxiteon GovePeninsula
in the NorthernTerritory. The chemicalindustry regularlyat-
tractscriticism in connectionwith allegedhealthhazardscaused
by theiragriculturalandpharmaceuticalproducts. Thisappliesin
asimilar way to thecontroversiessurroundingthecloselyguard-
ed banksecrecyby Swissbanks.

However, thegeneralperceptionof Swissindustrialactivi-
ties in Australia is positivedueto high standardsof quality and
reliability of Swiss productsand service. It hasbecomequite
commonto identify andmarketdiverseproductswith the label
«Swiss» irrespectiveof their origin.

«Swisscheese» termsall cheesewith largeholes, whether
manufacturedas the original Emmentalin CantonBerne, or in
Austria, Swedenand evenTasmania. This forced producersof

103102



otherSwisscheesevarietiesto createexoticnamesin order to
avoidconfusion. A Swissborncheesemakerof Exton in Tasmania
sellshisGruyèrestylecheeseasHeidicheesethusassociatinghis
product unmistakablywith his native country. «Swiss» in the
Australian languagealso seemsto substitutesuperlativeex-
pressionsfor tastinessandhealthwithouthavingacorresponding
equivalencein Switzerland. There, «Swisschocolate» flavoured
milk drinksarejust chocolatedrinks, «Swissmueslis» commonon
Australia's breakfast tables are unknown in variety and fre-

quencyon their Swisscounterparts, andSwissvisiting Australia
aresurprisedto learn that their Dr Vogel hascreateda well
known breadfor the people«Down Under».

WatchesarecertainlythebestknownSwissexportproducts
apart from food, and watch-makersfrom the Frenchspeaking
valleysof the jura Mountainssettledin Australiafor overa cen-
tury. Their work wasmarkedby precisionandreliability aswell
asfull after-saleservice. Theseaspectsbestsumup thestrategy
of multinationalgroupsandsmallbusinessesunderSwisscontrol,
althoughit usuallymeansinitially highercosts. The preference
for quality, aneagernessto meetcommitmentsanda compelling
desirefor punctuality are characteristicsfound in most Swiss
migrantsandoften passedon over later generations.

However, thesepositivefeaturesof Swissandtheir descen-
dantsalso often meana lack of readinessin taking the risks
associatedwith building up largeenterprises. EuropeStrength
Foodbasedin Melbourneis probablytheonly commonlyknown
company, which hasbeenbuilt upfromscratchbyaSwissconfec-
tioner togetherwith Australianpartners.

VII . Contemporary Migration

Innovatorsof the1920sand1930s
Theendof the first World War initiated the immigrationof pre-
dominantly tradesmenand pastry-cooks in particular. Swiss
cake-shopsmushroomedin Adelaide, Brisbane, Geelong, Mel-
bourne, Sydneyand Perth. They were famousfor their multi-
layer-cakesof unsurpassedheightandfanciful decorations, their
delicioushome-madepralinésandtheir meringues. Milk -shakes,
thelatestfanciesfrom Europe, provedverysuccessfulin Austra-
lia especiallyafterSwissborn GustavBosshardfrom Melbourne
had inventeda mixer to produce«milk-champagne» with dif-

A considerablenumber
of pastry-cooks
immigratedinto
Australia in the 1920s
and 1930s. Most of them
eventuallystartedtheir
own businessesand
gainedhigh reputations
in Perth, Sydney,
Melbourneand
Geelong.
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ferentflavoursanda forerunnerof today'sshakes. A similardrink
wascreatedby PaulK ünzli in Perthandlabelled«aeratedmilk».

In the mid-1920s Perth was Australia's Swiss pastry-cook
capital, triggeredby thearrival of FranzBemetin 1925. Bernet
quickly becameenthusiasticabout the potential of the sweets
industry in this isolatedcity , andhesubsequentlyrecruitedsix
young and well trained pastry-cooksfrom Switzerlandfor his
shopin 1926. However, thesuccessof theenterprisewasshort-
lived. TheSwissmigrants, who wereusedto working hardand
long hours, ran into vehementobjectionsfrom the local trade
union. Additionally Bernethadoverestimatedthemarketrender-
ing him unableto furtheremployandpaythecountrymenhehad
brought to Western Australia. After an argument the Swiss
walkedout on Bernetandfour of themfound work in Melbourne
andGeelong. Theremainingtwo headedfor theWesternAustra-
lian gold-fields. One of those was Paul K ünzli from Muhen in
CantonAargau, whosuccessfullysavedmoneywhile working in
Boulderenablinghim to buy his own caféandcake-shopon his
return to Perth. His innovative decorationson cakesare still
rememberedby now elderlycustomers.

Hairdressingwas anotherpopular occupationamongthe
migrantsof the ’ 20sand '30s. Thesetradesmenwereattractedto
Melbourneandto a lesserextentto Perth. Similarly to thepastry-
cooks, they built up a high reputationthroughtheir innovative
work. This includedpermanentwaves, first offeredby a French-
Swisshairdresserin Melbourne'ssuburbof Toorakandattracting
customersfrom asfar awayasSydney. Thesamesalonwasthe
first in Australia with a largefront window, through which the
activitiescould beobservedfrom the outside. It createdquitea
senstaionat that time as many ladieswereembarrassedto be
seenwith curling-pins in their hair.

A noteworthygroupof migrantsheadingfor Sydneyin 1930
consistedof half a dozenskilled embroideryspecialists. They
weresent to start embroideryfabrication for a Sydneybased
companyrun by aSwiss, W. Planner, in closecollaborationwith
the renownedmanufacturerSturzeneggerfrom St. Gall. This co-

incidedwith thecommonpracticeof Swisscompaniesuntil recent

yearsof sendingspecialiststo Australiachargedwith theestab-
lishment of workshopsand thus considerablyenhancingthe
proportionof skilled tradesmenamongthe migrantsthroughout
thecountry. Many of thesespecialists, usually youngbachelors,
repatriatedafter completion of their missions. Therefore, the
Swisscommunityin Australiaat largetransformedinto a provi-
sional and mobile settlement, which was reflected in prompt
complaintsof the Swissclubs in MelbourneandSydneyon the
high rotation rateof their members.

Among the contemporarySwissmigrantsto Australia few
were farmersor farm-hands. This group preferredthe rural
areasof Argentinaandafter the secondWorld War found new
opportunitiesin theUnitedStates, CanadaandNew Zealand. One
might assumethat theAustralianclimatedeterredlargercontin-
gents. However, thoseSwissfarmerswho actuallycamedidn' t
favourknownsimilarconditionsin Tasmaniabut thoseof Queens-
land. The tropics, particularlyGordonvalesouthof Cairns, later
attractedsugar-canefarmersoriginatingfrom theeasternpartof
Switzerland. OtherSwissestablishedbananaplantationson both
sidesof theborderbetweenQueenslandandNewSouthWalesas
well asaroundCoffs Harbourin the latterstate.

Swissfarmerssettlingin Australiaapparentlyturnedto the
cultivation of exoticcropsthusdepartingfrom their traditional
Swiss products. Dairy, fatteningand tillage were too risky ac-
cordingto dissuasivereportsby theSwissconsulates. However,
the negativejudgementon investmentsinto Australia's primary
industryfailed to deterCharlesBrunnerbecominginnovativein

forestry. Due to the short supply of raw materialspreceding
World War II this manufacturerof woodenchestspioneeredthe
plantationof PinusRadiatafor his enterprisein Sydney.

Contributionsin Arts
Migrant artistsstrongly influencednew directionsand percep-
tionsin Australianartwith anoteworthySwisscontribution, which
hadstartedin the 1860s when Louis Buvelot usedhis wide ex-
perienceobtainedin Europeand Brazil to form a new era in
landscapepaintingin Victoria. A few decadeslaterSali Herman,
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anotherexperiencedSwissartist, becamethe mainexponentof
anevenbroaderperceptionof landscapepaintingthanBuvelot.
In 1944HermanwasawardedtheWynnePrizefor his«McElhone
Stairs». It washis first Australiandistinctionof manyto follow and
themoreremarkable, astheprestigiousprizewasawardedto a
non-Australianfor thefirst time. To addto theresultingcriticism,

Herman'sstreetscenewasinspiredby Sydney's innersuburbs,
which weregenerallyregardedthenasslumsunworthy to be
depictedandcertainlynot to bedescribedaslandscape.

Sali Herman was born in Zurich in 1898 the eleventhof
nineteenchildren. Sali's father, Israel HermannYakubowitsch,

wasa PolishbornJewanda draperysalesman. After his deathin
1914 the educationof the numerousfamily was left in the sole
handsof his wife SahraMirlia , born Malinski. The family name
causedsomeirritation during the first World War whenseven
draftedJakubowitschbrothersgavethe authoritiesof theSwiss
army someheadaches. In order to avoid the pictureof a «Rus-
sian» infiltration thearmyrequestedthesoldiersto changetheir
names, which they did by adoptingtheir father's given name
Hermann(spelt Hermanin Australia) astheir new family name.

Already during his childhoodSali Hermanexpressedhis
love for painting. This wassupressedby his father, who offered
his son violin lessonsinstead. Sali respondedby decoratingthe
marginsof his exercisebookswith drawings! Herman's turning
point to pursuea careerasa paintercameduringhisstayin Paris
from 1914to 1916, whenhemetinfluentialartists. On his returnto
Zurich he took up lessonsin drawing and composingand ex-

hibitedhis paintingsfor thefirst time in 1918. After his marriage
he had to suspendpaintingand madea living for his growing
family asanartsandorientalcarpetdealer.

Anti-semitismand economicdepressionin Europeled to
Sali’s decisionto follow his mother, who hadsettledin Australia
someyearsearlier. In 1937Hermanwith hissecondwife andhis
children from the first marriagearrived in Melbourne. Deter-
minedto becomeafull -timepainterhestudiedat theGeorgeBell
Studio relying heavily on his teacher's French, as initially he
didn' t speakanyEnglish.

Cornerhousein EastFremantle, WesternAustralia. Paintedin 1963thispictureis
oneof Sali Herman's numerousstreetscenes(courtesySali Herman).

Oneyearafter hisarrival Hermansettledin Sydney, being
attractedto its moreEuropeancharacter. Subsequentlyhe was
engagedin contemporaryart controversiesby attacking the
exclusivesupportof the «gum treeschool» of art critics leaving
verylittle roomfor acceptanceof Europeanartistsandthesubject
of urbanAustralianlandscapes. His artisticeffortsof broadening
the perceptionof landscapepainting is reflectedin the domi-
nanceof hisstreetscenes. Sydney'sinnersuburbsof Paddington,
KingsCrossandWooloomooloo, providedHermanwith scenesof
lively character. Catching and reproducingthis atmosphere
«gavetheartistsomethingback» which remainedhis major pre-
condition in selectingsubjects.
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ons. Their only concessionto a changedpolitical environment
wasmadeby amoredistinctuseof theEnglishlanguagein public
life andsocialgatherings. However, GermansandItalians, who
tried to capitalizeon the relaxedrelationshipbetweenAustralia
andtheSwisscommunity, didn' t find shelterby associatingthem-

selveswith the respectiveSwisslanguagegroups.
Only onecasewas reported, wherea Swissborn in Ger-

manyhadbeeninternedin Australiafor allegedinvolvementwith
theGermanNazis. He wasfreedafter interventionby Swissoffi -
cials, whoarrangedhis repatriationduringthewar. But theSwiss
probablymostexposedto AustralianresentmentagainstanyNazi
or Germanidentity wasKarl Reberfrom Thun in CantonBerne,

thelasteditorof the«QueenslandHerald». The«Herald», which
was the only remainingnewspaperto be publishedin the Ger-
man languageafter 1929 and before being joined by a Nazi
propagandajournalin 1934, wasforcedto closedown in 1939. It
followedagovernmentraidon its premisesin Brisbaneresutling
in the confiscationof files, documentsandall pastissues.

Many of the Swissmigrantslost one or moresonson Eu-
rope's andAsia's battlefieldsafter havingbeendraftedinto the
Australianarmyin eitherwar. NaturalizedSwisswererecruited
like all otherAustraliansdespiteholdingadual-citizenship. A few
settlersjoinedtheAustralianarmyvoluntarilyasfriendlyaliensin
orderto fight for freedomand to combatdictatorshipasdid Sali
Herman.

StreetscenesdominateHerman's work althoughhe had
severalopportunitiesto depict different themes. During the
secondWorld War he wasan official war painterstationedin
PapuaNew Guineaand on the Solomon Islands. His post-war
journeystook him to distantplacesall over Australia including
TasmaniaandMelville Islandin thefar north. Sali Herman's list of
awardsrangesfrom theWynnePrize(four times) , SulmanPrize
(twice) to EsquireOfficer of theBritish EmpireandOrderof Saint
Michael andSaintGeorge.

AccordingtoSaliHermanthebesteverart critic in Australia
wasPaulHaefliger(1914-1982), whowrotefor the«SydneyMorn-

ing Herald» from 1941 to 1957. Haefliger, born in Frankfurt to
Swissparents, hadalreadytravelledextensivelybeforesettling
in Sydney. TherehetrainedasapainteratSydney'sJulianAshton
School. He deepenedhis artisticknowledgeat the Westminster
Art Schoolin LondonbutreturnedtoSydneyin 1939togetherwith
hiswife andfellow-painterJeanBellete. Thecouplesubsequently
engagedin thepublicationof thereformed«Art in Australia» until
war-timeconditionsforcedthecessationof the journal. Although
Haefligerkeptworkingasanartist, andboth the Art Galleriesof
New SouthWalesandWesternAustraliaeachpurchasedoneof
his paintings, his major contribution to Australianarts was his
strongsupportof modernistideas. Apart from backingmigrant
artistssuchasSaliHerman, hereconqnizedpromisingtalentslike
SidneyNolan, whosestyle wasinitially attackedasbeingchild-
ish. Haefliger lackeda senseof humour, but his competent, fair
and constructivecritiqueswereappreciatedby artists. In 1957
Haefligermovedto Majorcain Spainandspenttherestof his life
either thereor in Australia, FranceandSwitzerland, wherehe
died in 1982.

Activities of Swiss representativesin Australia during the
secondWorld War wereconsiderable, althoughonly a limited
numberof new Swisssettlersarrived mainly from Asian coun-
tries. Switzerland, remainingneutralduring the entireconflict,

representedtheinterestsof severalenemycountriesin Australia
includingJapan. Until theearly1940sanhonoraryconsulgeneral
in Sydney, an honoraryconsul in Melbourneand an honorary
consularagentin Brisbanewerein charge. However, thealleged
unsatisfactorytreatment of Japanesewar prisonersmade it
necessaryto upgradethe servicesand a consulgeneralwas
allocatedto theoffice in Sydneywith increasedauthorityinclud-

ing the right to officially interveneon behalf of the internees. But

War-Time
During bothWorld WarstheSwisscommunitywaslittle affected
by harassmentfrom the Australianpopulationdespitetradition-

ally closelinks betweentheGermanandItalian groupsall over
the country. Swisshad no necessityto go into hiding and they
didn't anglicizetheir namesfor otherthanpracticalspellingreas-
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alsothepersonaleffortsof honoraryrepresentativeswerehighly
appreciated. HenrySchaubfrom BasleandtheSwissrepresent-
ativein Brisbanecourageouslysupportedtheinterestsof Italians.
His actionsarestill rememberedwith gratitudeby someof the
elderlymembersof that community.

modationprovedvery difficult , and employmentwas given in
factoriesirrespectiveof their qualificationsandformer promises
grantedby Australianrepresentativesin Switzerland. Thesecir-
cumstancesaswell aswidespreadAustralianprejudicestowards
migrantsrenderedtheir initial adaptationdifficult .

The impact of their forced migration left a lasting im-

pression. The Swissladieswereconfrontedby contrastinglow
living standardsin Australia. For instancelack of seweragein
someareascameasa completesurpriseto them. Yet somenew
neighboursand landlordsin ignorancerepeatedlyaskedthem
whetherpeoplein Switzerlandusedtoilets at all. Other caring
neighboursevenfound it appropriateto checkwhetherthechil-
drenof themigrantsweredressedproperlyincludingpantiesby
lifting thegirls' skirts in thepresenceof themothers. Neverthe-
less the usually well educatedladies quickly improved their
Englishandlearnttoappreciatethequalitiesof their hostcountry
andits people.

Psychologicalstresson theforcedmigrantswascausedby
the unexpectedcircumstancesin Australia as well as by their
disturbedrelationshipwith their native country. For centuries
Swisspeoplehad emigratedof their own free will with the as-
suranceof permissionto repatriateat anygiventime. Similarly to
thevery poorandoutcastswho hadbeendeportedto New York
in theearly20th century, theladiesof the'50sweretheonlySwiss
to bedeniedanylater return. Theirdiscriminationbecameeven
moreobviouswhentheymetAustralianbornwivesandchildren
of Swissmen, who werefree to settleanywherein Switzerland
withouthavinganyknowledgeof its languageandculture. It may
well bethatoneSwisslady wastheonly exceptionto beallowed
to return with her displacedhusband, but only after providing
medicalproof of incurablehomesicknesswith fatal consequen-
ces.

Arrival of SwissBorn DisplacedWomen
The first Swissto arriveafter World War II weregenerallydel-
egatesof Swisscompanies. They replacedthefew migrantsthat
had taken the delayedopportunity to repatriate. But a larger
groupsoonfollowed. At least100Swissladies, marriedto dis-
placedpersonsoriginatingin easternEuropeandparticularyin
Poland, arrivedin Australia in 1950.

Switzerlandbeinga neutralstatemidst a war-tom Europe
attractedthousandsof refugees. A largecontingentof displaced
personsmainly of Polishorigin wereaccommodatedin campsin
andaroundZurich, They wereallowed to work and to continue
theirstudiesatSwissuniversitiesbuthadto returnto their camps
at night. Due to socialcontactsmany refugeesmarriedor were
engagedtoSwissgirls by theendof thewar. Whentheymarried
theylost theirSwisscitizenshipby automaticallyacquiringthose
of their husbandaccordingto Swiss civil law. However, they
becamedefactostatelesspersonsdueto their husbands' refugee
status. Civil servants, awareof this fact, warnedthe wouldbe
wives of the consequences. Their well meantbut at times in-
discreetadviceswere all but well receivedby the engaged
couples.

Thelargeintakeof refugeeswasconsideredan increasing
economicburden. This causedtheSwissgovernmentto adopta
post-war policy to force young andhealthyinterneesand their
Swissborn wives to look for analternativecountry. Little known
Australiausuallywastheir secondor third choiceandonly then
consideredwhen job opportunities«Down Under» lookedprom-

ising or after their applicationsfor the favourite destinationsin
northernAmericahadbeenturneddown for healthreasons.

Thosewho arrived in Melbournein 1950 were placedin
campsin the countryside. Their searchfor individual accom-

This inhuman handling of the ladies’ situation provoked
vehementdiscussionsin Switzerlandandeventuallyled to a ma-
jor alteration in the Swiss citizenship law in 1953. From then
onwardthe womenwereableto remainSwissafter beingmar-
ried to a non-Swiss, and the new law effectively eliminatedany
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futurepossibilityof becomingstateless. Thewomenalreadymar-
ried weregiventheopportunityto regaintheirnativecitizenship.
An estimatedthird of all wivesof displacedmenliving in Austra-
lia appliedandwerepromptlysuccessful. Theothersstill resent-
ed the unfair treatmentreceivedprecedingtheir departureand
contentedthemselveswith the Australian citizenshipfor which
they becameentitled to at aboutthesametime.

Homesicknessamongtheforcedmigrantswaswidespread
andtheykeptin touchwith eachother, themajorityhavingsettled
in Melbourne. By this time their husbandswerequite fluent in
Swiss-Germandue in part to their time as interneesand they
becameactivemembersof theSwissClubof Victoria, ratherthan
joining Polish, Czechand Hungarianorganizations. Severalof
them also supportedlater arrived Swiss professionalsin the
attemptto havetheir degreesobtainedat Swissuniversitiesre-
cognizedby Australianauthorities.

for its membersin ordertosupporttheSwissgymnasts, whothen
rankedamongtheworld'sbest. However, Switzerlandbelonged
to thosenationswho withdrewfrom theOlympicsfollowing Rus-
sia'soccupationof Hungary. Theresultingdisappointmentin the
communitywassogreatthat thearrival of theonly official Swiss
athleteparticipatingin aneventprecedingtheGamesremained
unnoticed. He had left home more than one year prior to the
openingceremonyto cover the long walking distancefrom Zu-
rich to Melbourne! On his arrival he learntabouttheabsenceof
the teamandthe resultingcancellationof the flight scheduledto
bring the Swissathletesback home. For the «transcontinental»
walkerthismeantlookingfor a job to financehis return. However,
when the time hadcomehe decidedin favour of Australia and
settledpermanently.

Like this athletemost of the chefsbecamelong-term res-
idents. After the Olympics they dispersedthroughoutAustralia
andmanyeventuallyopenedown restaurants. This fulfilled the
commondreamsof young tradesmenof owning a business, as
comparableprospectsin Switzerlandwithout inheritancewere
muchmoredifficult . Successstoriesfrom the United Statesand
later increasinglyfrom Australia stimulatedthe imaginationof
potentialmigrants.

A landscapearchitect, who arrived in Melbourneprior to
theOlympics, hadtobecontentwith a job of pruningrosesfor old
ladies. However, his fortunessoonimprovedwhenhetook over
thefabricationof dusters, which hasearnedhim severalexport
awardsfrom the federalgovernmentsince. Looking for new
challengeshedevelopeda solarheatingsystemandwasconse-
quentlynominatedfor a BHP awardfor thepursuitof excellence
in 1987. In Brisbanealabourerinvestedhissavingsin buyingland
on thecapital'ssouthshore. Theblocksweresoldsosuccessfully
thattheownerwasableto financea respectableandnowthriving
retail store. In thesamecity a businessmanbecamethedirector
of theInstituteof ModernLanguagesat theUniversityof Queens-
land. Togetherwith a compatriotprofessorat the University of
Tasmaniahe wasactively involved in settingnew standardsfor
programsof interpretersin Australia. In Melbournea former

TheLure of Australia
The first significant wave of independentSwisssettlersin the
post-war periodwasluredto theantipodesby theopportunities
of the Olympic Gamesin Melbourneheld in 1956. Landscaping
andthebuilding industrywereexpectedto offer contractwork,

uponwhichthemigrantsintendedto build uptheirownbusiness-
es, Theseprofessionalswerejoinedby 36Swisschefs, recruited
by Mr Myer, the headof Melbourne’s renownedretail store.
Myer, who wasin chargeof theGames' catering, hadtravelledto
Switzerlandin 1955to engagethequalifiedpersonnel. Theywere
amongthe first migrantsto arrive by plane. Flying only during
day-time their memorablejourney took five daysto complete.
The nightswerespentin hotels, themen and their wives being
accommodatedseparately, althoughsomeof themwereon their
honeymoon.

Meanwhile the Swiss community was preparing for an
appropriate reception of the athletes representing their
homeland. TheSwissClub of Victoria organizeda banquetand
the GymnasticClub in Sydneymadereservationsat the Games
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Emigrationor ExtensiveHoneymoon?
The overall number of Swiss migrants to Australia increased
dramatically in the late 1960s and early 70s when they were
eligible for free passagesprovided by the Australiangovern-
ment. This offer waslinked with the migrant'sobligationto stay
andwork in thecountryfor at leasttwo yearsotherwiserepay-
mentsapplied. Consequentlythis schemebecamesubject to
vehementcontroversyas it was repeatedlyabusedby persons
including thosecoupleswho marriedin Switzerland. They had
their honeymoonon a ship to MelbourneandSydneypaid by
Australia only to abscondafter a few weeksthroughoneof the
harboursin thecountry'snorth. In thepublicopinionthegovern-
ment’simmigrationprogramhadfailedevenmoreby theprompt
return of Swisssettlersafter their minimum term of two years.
Consequentlythe Swissbelongedto thosemigrant groups, for
whom eligibility for free passageswascancelled.

During the yearsfrom 1969 to 1971 more than 3000Swiss
emigratedto Australia, most of whom werefully subsidized. A
populationmovementof such an extent had not beenexperi-
encedby Australia's Swisscommunitysince the arrival of the
Italianspeakinggold-minersin the1850s. But thepeakwasshort-
lived andfollowed by the repatriationof anestimated1000per-
sonsin 1972.

This obviouslylow successrateof permanentSwisssettlers
was a disappointingresult for the Australian government, al-
thoughtemporaryresidencesarethe mostcommonanddistinct
featuresof contemporarySwissmigration. A 1985surveycon-
ductedin Melbourneshowedthat only 15% of all Swissques-
tioned, includingtheSwissladiesmarriedto refugees, arrivedin
the last 60 yearswith the intentionof residingpermanently. The
rest expectedto return after up to five years for those who
arriveduntil the1950sandup to two yearsfor thosewhoarrived
morerecently. Thoughmanyoverstayedtheir intendedperiod,

more than one third of all settlersarrived in the last 60 years
indeed repatriatedand 10% left for a third country after 2-3
years. Another third movedon andsettledfinally in a different
Australianstate.

Swissrestaurantsandcafés may befound throughoutAustralia. Abovelocations
arein Brisbane(top left). Perth(top right), UlmarranearGraftonN.S.W. (bottom
left) andMelbourne(bottom right).

cabinet-makeris nowa recognizedspecialistin identifyingnative
animalsby meansof minutefur samples.

However, mostsuccessfulprofessionalsbasedtheir enter-
priseson the qualifications they had receivedin Switzerland.
Swisschefsfollowed theexampleof their colleagues, originally
employedduring the Olympic Games, andopenedrestaurants
andcafésthroughoutAustraliaincludingruralareaslike Ulmarra
near Grafton on New South Wales' north coast. Self-employed
bakers, pastry-cooks, butchers, hairdressers, florists, builders,
cabinet-makers, hatters, couturiers, industrial artists, natur-
opaths, painters, metalworkers, electronicspecialistsandengi-
neerssuccessfullytried their luck in establishingindependent
enterprises. However, themajority of immigratedSwisstrades-
men were employedby companiesof the privatesector, and
theirnumbersharplycontrastwith thesmallpercentageof fellow
compatriotsworking in the publicservice.
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for decadesin the searchfor the best of two worlds. A first
decisionis usually madewhen the children reachtheir school
age, as most parentsconsidertheSwisseducationalsystemas
superiorto the Australian counterpart. A next distinct turning
pointarriveswhenthemigrantsapproachretirementandarenot
willing to beburiedin foreignsoil. However, the realizationsof
their repatriationdreamsaregenerallydoomedafter thirty or
forty yearsin Australia, becausefriends and family would be
missed, becausethe environmentof the homecountry doesn't
matchtheir memoriesanymore, or eventhat their favouredgolf
is simply too expensiveto pursuein Switzerland!

This pronouncedtemporarycharacterof Swissmigration
left its mark in theSwisscommunityin Australia. Swissclubsfind
it difficult toattractnewlyarrivedcompatriotsandto involvethem
in theactiveparticipationof theorganizations. Newcomersusu-
ally prefer contactswith Australiansto makethe most of their
intendedshort stay including improvedcomprehensionof the
English languageas well as customsand culture. Mixing with
compatriotsis often limited to National Day celebrationsand
casualacquaintances. They prefer to distancethemselvesfrom
their countrymenwhenselectingplacesof residence, which is
reflectedin thescatteredsettlementpattern. Noconcentrationsof
Swissareto befoundin Australia, neitherin suburbsnor in rural
areas. The explanationusually given for the lack of interestin
eachothersumsit up, namelythat theydidn't leavehomejust to
meetotherSwiss!

ThisSwissattitudetowardssocialcontactsalsoexplainsthe
swift integrationinto theAustraliansocietyanda high proportion
of marriageswith non-Swiss. Thesecharacteristicsadditionalto
their high standardof training and their willingness to work
contributeto an image of ideal settlers. Australia even profits
from thehigh repatriationratequalitatively, asmostunsuccessful
migrantsleavewithin a shortperiod.

Repatriationis facilitated by the provisionsof Swisslaw to
permit multiple citizenship. This makesit attractivefor many
undecidedpersonsto apply for naturalizationbeforethey leave
Australiasoasto leavethedooropenfor a posslibelater return.
This definitely supportsthosewho areconfrontedwith difficult
re-integrationintoSwisssocietywhich is oftenmoreproblematic
thanadaptationin foreigncountries. Having becomemoreused
to a relaxedattitudetowardslife andwork, copingwith asociety
backhomewithin closely monitoredrulesleadsto frustrations
andthe recognitionof Australia'sfreedomin dealingwith one’s
own life. Thereforeit is notsurprisingto learnthatseveralshort-
termmigrantsof theearly1970scamebackto Australiaasecond
time andsettledhappily.

Even amongthe permanentSwisssettlersin Australia the
questionof an eventualrepatriationremainsunansweredoften

LatestTrends
After the cancellationof free passagesin the mid-1970s the
characterof Swissmigrationto Australiaturnedevenmoretem-

Professionalsand tradesmenoften left Australia afterporary,

having obtaineda fair impressionof local working conditions,
afterhavingstilled theircuriosityof cultureandenvironmentand
after having improvedtheir proficiency in English. This trend
increaseddramaticallywith theimmigrationrestrictionsimposed
by the Australian governmentin early 1983 as a responseto
growing unemployment. In consequencemost of the recently
arrivedSwisswereeitherhighly qualifiedspecialistsundercon-

tract to a Swiss or an Australian companyholding temporary
visas. Othershad beentrained in one of the few tradesstill in

demand, suchaschefs.
However, therewasstill room left for otherSwissto apply

successfullyfor permanentresidencyin Australia. A senseof
adventure, theprospectof becomingself-employedandowning
a housecontinuedto be major reasonsbehind the decisionto
leavehome. Among other reasonsthat havealwaysplayedan
important role in the considerationto emigratewere negative
attitudestowardsthecompulsorySwissmilitary servicefor men.

New environmentalissuesarosein the mid-1980s, suchasair
pollution, dying forests, nuclear power accidentsand dimin-
ishing resourcesin Europe, which madeAustralia with its wide
open spacesa particularly attractive destination. However,
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threatsof nuclearwar havenot influencedtheSwissmigrationto
Australia unlike in war-experiencedGermany.

The Swisspresencein Australia hasbeenenhancedby a
growingnumberof touristsdueto droppingair-faresandadvan-
tageousexchangerates. During the 1970s Darwin becamea fa-
vouriterestingplacefor Swiss«hippies» arrivingfromSouthAsia
and in needof travel money. As lonely asearlysettlersmight
havefelt in theantipodesin the past, today'sSwissmigrantsare
kept busy catering for friends and relativesespeciallywhen
living in Australiancitieswith internationalairports. As thetour-
ists are usually shown the positive facesof the country, they
increasinglyapply for permanentresidencyafter their return.
Theyaddto a continuingSwissinterestin Australiaasan alter-
nativeplaceto live in , if not permanently, at least temporarily.

VIII . The SwissCommunity of the 1980s

CommunityProfile
The Australiancensusof 1981showsa total of 6383Swissborn
persons, of which one third lived in Sydneyand one fourth in
Melbourne. Thesefiguresincludethe personsnot holdingSwiss
citizenshipandthosewho hadnot grown up in their nativecoun-
try during their mostformativeyears. In orderto obtaina more
accuratenumberof Swiss migrantswho correspondwith the
definition of beingSwiss, censusfigureshaveto becorrectedto
an estimated6000persons.

However, proportionalsharescomparedto censusdatare-
main unaltered. Slightly more than half of thesemigrantswere
male (56%) which is a considerablylower percentagethan a
centuryearlierwhenwomenaccountedfor 15% only of all Swiss.

Changesin thesex-ratio of small communitieswereevenmore
pronounced. SouthAustraliarecordeda maleshareof over90%
in the 1950sbut only slightly below 50% in the 1970sand 1980s,

which is a similar developmentto that in the AustralianCapital
Territory. ThereSwissmenappearedsolely in the1933census,
but they lost their numbersdominanceto women in the mid-
1960s. Thoughthehighestfemaleproportionof Swissin Australia
of 64% recordedin Tasmania’s1947censusmaybeexplainedby
an unrepresentativenumberof listed persons, it certainlycon-

trastswith correspondingfigures further north. Limited pros-
pectsof employmentin mining andhotel industriesof Queens-

land and NorthernTerritory confinedthe women's percentage
continouslyto below40%.

Approximatelyhalf of theSwissworking in Australiain the
1980shadbeentrainedin serviceindustries. Clericalemployees
includingbookkeepersaccountedfor thelargestproportionand
replacedmerchants, oncethe mostnumerousgroup. They are
followed by employeesof the hotel industry, particularlychefs.
The high educationallevel within serviceindustriesis further
emphasizedby a high representationof professionallyqualified

m

The prospectof becomingself-employedis for manyyoungSwisstradesmena
major attraction to settle in Australia. This continentalbutcheryin Melbourne
openedfor businessin 1984.
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andtechnicalpersonnel. However, thelargestsinglegroup, that
of automotivemechanics, is to be found in the manufacturing
industryand is most popularamongyoungSwissmigrants. Of
similar importancethoughlessnumerousareemployeesof the
metal and engineeringindustries. Theseblue collar workers
compriseanotherhalf of thetotalSwissworkforcethusleavingan
insignificantproportionof personsworking in theprimaryindus-
try , suchasmining andfarming.

Occupationaldifferencesbetweenthe Swiss communities
arecreatedby therequirementsof theAustralianstates, Clerical
workersandprofessionalsdominateCanberra'sSwissworkforce
dueto the city 'sadministrativeandeducationalfunctions. Other
characteristicsareratherhardto explain. Thereis no plausible
reasonwhy almostasmanyhairdresserssettledin WesternAus-
traliaasin NewSouthWales. Morethantwicethenumberof Swiss
chefsare to be found in New South Wales than in Victoria, al-
thoughMelbourneboastsmorerenownedSwissrestaurantsthan
Sydney, wheremanyengagein cateringservicesfor largeenter-
prisesincluding airlines. This alsoappliesto a lesserextentto
bakersandpastry-cooks. On theothersidehalf of all Swissbut-
chersin Australiaareworking in Victoria! In Hobart, Tasmaniaa
high proportionof chefshasenteredinto teachingof their craft.

Conclusiveevidenceon thecharacteristicsof a community
isalsoreachedby theabsenceof certainoccupations. Apart from
asmallnumberof farmersandminers, religiouswelfareis under
representeddespitelarge numbersof Swiss settlersin Mel-
bourneand Sydney, which would justify a more pronounced
presenceof clergymen. It may be explainedby a professional
differencebetweenthecountries. Unlike in Australialay preach-
ersrarely exist in Switzerland, wherethe majority of ministers
and priestshold a master’s degreein theology. Furthermore
Swisschurchesrely on the financialsupportof thegovernment
which is providedby a specialchurchtax. Swisscongregations
are not dependenton donationsand voluntary work although
they areboth muchappreciated.

Switzerland's populationof 1980consistedof 44% Roman-
Catholics, 50% Protestantsand6% of noor otherdenominations,

such as Jewsand Old-Catholics. Among ProtestantsGerman-
Swissfollow the principlesof the reformerfrom Zurich, Zwingli ,

while French-Swissfollow thoseof Calvin from Geneva. Calvin
correspondedextensivelywith theScottishreformerKnox, who
was the founder of the PresbyterianChurch. As the religious
views of the three reformersaresimilar in content, Protestant
Swiss migrantsin Australia affiliate particularly with the local
ContinuingPresbyterianChurch. InfluentialSwisssettlersof the
earlydays, suchasHenrySpondly, becamelay preachersof the
original PresbyterianChurch. Incidentally Spondly was a de-
scendantof Zwingli and he was born in the famousparsonage
besidethe Grossmünster in Zurich. Today's Uniting Churchat-
tractsin turnasimilarnumberof followersamongtheSwissasthe
PresbyterianChurchbut theLutheranChurch, whichconductsits
servicesin German draws only small numbersof followers
amongtheSwiss.

In the 1980s only onethird of all Swisssettlersin Australia
wereCatholics, well below the Swissaverage. This indicatesa
higherreadinessamongtheProtestantsto emigratein thesedays
andit certainlycontrastswith thelastcentury'sexodusof Catholic
gold-minersfrom theCantonsTicino andGrisons. Today'sSwiss
ProtestantsandCatholicsin Australiaalikeareconfrontedwith a
high varietyof churchesto choosefrom to becomea member. A
strongcommitmentexpectedin financial mattersandvoluntary
work keepstheir membershipnumbersbelow 50%. For most
interestedSwissthechoiceof asuitablechurchis primarily based
on convenience. They attend the church of their Australian
spouses, perhapstheparticularchurchoffersgoodschoolingfor
their children, or the church's location is simply nearby.

Only one in four of marriedSwiss migrantshas a Swiss
partner. ThesameproportionappliestoSwisswomenmarriedto
non-Swissand the remaininghalf accountsfor Swiss men with
wivesof differentorigin. Thissmallshareof Swisscouplesunder-
lines thediversity of the community, but it is alsothe resultof a
higherrepatriationratethanamongcoupleswith non-Swisspart-
ners. In mostcasesthereturntoSwitzerlandiscausedbya feeling
of isolationandlonelinessin Australiansuburbsandparticularly
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by homesicknessof women. Two thirds of Swiss ladiesques-
tioned are prone to homesicknessat least occasionally, which
compareswith less than one fourth of their male compatriots.
Unfortunatelythesituationdoesn't leaveany realalternativesfor
Swisswomenmarriedto non-Swiss, asjob opportunitiesfor their
husbandsm Switzerlandarevery limited thusexplainingtheir
low repatriationrate. Among themalerepatriatestwo thirdsare
bachelorswhile gettingmarriedin Australiaalmostseemsto go
handin handwith their decisionto settlepermanently.

In the 1980s Australia’sSwisscommunitywascomposedof
onefourthof settlerswhohadresidedherefor lessthanfive years
thusalsoincludingtemporaryresidents, from whomonein three
will haverepatriatedaftera stayof oneto two years. Temporary
residenceof Swissis mostpronouncedin WesternAustraliaand
Queenslandreflectingthe attractionof youngsinglemen in re-

centyearsto thosestates.
Contraryto thepasttheGerman-Swissnowclearlydominate

theirotherlanguagespeakingcountrymen. In the1980sonly 12%
of theSwissmigrantsin AustraliawereFrench-Swissandlessthan
half of onepercentwereItalian-Swiss, which compareswith the
figures of 20% and 4.5% in Switzerland. This lack of higher
representationmay be causedpartly by a somewhatdubious
reputationAustralia still holds in the Neuchâtel areaand par-
ticularly in the CantonTicino. Nevertheless, the high German-
Swiss proportionseemsto be a generalSwiss trend, as even
Canadawith its FrenchspeakingprovinceQuébéc didn't attract
a substantialFrench-Swisscontingent. In the CantonsTicino and
Grisonsa long tradition of emigrationcameto an end with the
first World War. It waslaterrepalcedby migratorymovementsto
German-Swiss industrial areasafter the second World War,
whereasdestinationsoverseasincluding Australia werelargely
ignored.

issueand increasinglydiscussedby young parentssince the
Commonwealthgovernmentadoptednewpoliciesregardingthe
ethniccommunitiesin the 1970s. Earlier thedecisionwasmade
relativelyeasy, asall immigrantswereexpectedto adaptto the
Australianlife-styleasquickly aspossibleincludinglearningthe
Englishlanguage. Furthermorechildrentendedto despisetheir
parentsfor not beinglike their Australianplay-matesparentsand
particularlyfor talking «funny» with a heavyaccentor evenin a
different language. Whenimmigrant parentstried to teachtheir
mother tongue the youngstersusually rejected vehemently
speechin anyotherlanguagebutEnglishto avoidexclusionfrom
their peergroup. In families with both parentsspeakingSwiss-
Germanthissituationfrequentlyresultedin thechildren under-
standingbut also in their insistenceof replying in English.
French-Swissmigrantsseemto havebeenlessaffectedbecause
their native tonguehad alwaysbeenacceptedasa taught lan-
guagein Australianschools.

Since the 1970s Australian policies have replaceda strict
integrationwith a recognitionof theethnicheritagethusfostering
bilingual education. Approximatelyhalf of theSwisssettlerswho
arrived after 1970 speaktheir mother tongueat home with a
higherproportionof French-SwissthanGerman-Swiss. This dif -
ferenceis explainedby thefact thatSwiss-Germandialectsdiffer
markedlyfrom theofficial , written Germanandtheyareof little
usefor later applicationin Australia. However, the useof stan-
dard Germanis no real option as German-Swissdon’ t feel at
homewith this language.

Thechoiceof languagesspokenathomeis naturallystrong-
ly influencedby the mothertongueof both parents. In the 1980s
almost half of those families with Swiss parentsspokeSwiss-
Germanor Frenchathome. Nearlyasmanyuseda blendof their
mothertonguewith Englishandonly 12% choseEnglishastheir
dominantcommunicationlanguage. This standsin contrastwith
thosefamilies of Swissmen married to non-Swiss wives. Two
thirdsusedEnglishastheir conversationlanguageat homeand
only 17% activelytried to conservetheir nativelanguage. Swiss
womenmarriedto Australiansor othermigrantstend to prefer

The LanguageDilemma
Which of theselanguages- English, French, Germanor Swiss-
Germandialect-shouldbespokenat home?This is an important
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high education. It takestheaverageSwissmigrantno morethan
ten yearsto integrateentirely linguistically into the Australian

teachingtheir children their own languagerather than English
but not to thesameextentasSwisscouples.

The choiceof selectingthe appropriatelanguageis influ-

encedby the parents' education. Swissmigrantswith a tertiary
backgroundclearly outnumbertheir lessertrainedcompatriots
in creatinga bilingual environmentfor their children. Therefore,
the ideal family groupingto preserveSwissculture for future
generationsis generatedthrough Swiss coupleswith tertiary
educationwhoarrivedin Australiaafter1970. Unfortunately, these
familiesareraresothereis a lack of comprehensionof thenative
languageby the majority of thesecondgeneration. Thoughun-

derstandingsomeSwiss-Germanor French, they are no more
fluent in speakinga foreign languagethan theaverageAustral-
ian. A resolutecommitmentof the parentsis necessaryto over-
comerejectionof theyoungsterswhenenteringschoolandbeing
exposedto peerpressure. Someparents, who don't feel at ease
with their own bilingual situation, may evenbe convincedthat
teachingthe children a secondlanguagecould harm their own
personalities.

In a new trendchildrenof Swissmigrantsincreasinglyre-

gretnot havinglearnttheir parents' languageduringchildhood.
This interestisn' t causedby the liberal federalpolicy but rather
by morefrequentvisits to Europe, wherelanguagedeficiencies
areexperiencedasseverehandicaps. To the joy of their parents
thesechildrenoftentakeuplanguageclassesduringtheirhigher
education.

society.
A linguisticaspectof socialinterestis thewaySwissaddress

eachotherin their nativetonguewhenmeetingfor thefirst time.

Exceptfor a few well definedoccupationalgroups, suchasbuild-
ersor students, peoplein Switzerlandaddresseachother for-
mally andby their family names. Swisssettlersin Australiaare
becomingmuch more informal and quickly adopt the relaxed
local customof usingfirst namesonly. Being familiar with both
ways, meetingsof compatriotsin Australiausuallycausemoments
of uncertaintyand embarassment, as durationof residenceas
well asstatusof theotherpersonhasto beexploredfirst. After a
formal introductionand the recognitionthat thepersonvis-à-vis
may be a long-term residentthe discussionsquickly switch to
informal andChristiannamesareused. Concurrentwith theuse
of theEnglishlanguagethis behaviourindicatesafastintegration
into the local society. However, a moresubtleanalysisreveals
thatSwissmenaremoreinclinedthanwomento becomeinformal
in their way of introductionprobablydueto thecontactsmadeat
their working places. French-Swissaredistinctly moreconser-
vative than their German-Swisscountrymen, andalthoughthey
introducethemselvesby their first namesgenerallythey still
favour formal phrasesevenafter a coupleof decadesof resi-
dencein Australia.

Newly arrivedmigrantsand visitors from Switzerlandare
invariably amusedto hearthespecialmix of Swiss-Germanor
Frenchwith Englishfrom theircompatriotsin Australia. However,
they aresubjectedto adaptationprocessesthemselves, asthey
areeagerto learnthenewlanguagesoonafter their arrival. For
threein four SwisssettlersEnglishbecomesthedominatinglan-
guage, whichinfluencesthenativelanguagetosuchanextentthat
newly arrivedcountrymenat timesfind it difficult to follow con-
versations. French is generally better preservedthan Swiss-
Germanandwomentendto «dilute» theirSwissheritagelessthan
men. Thelatteralsoappliesfor Swisscouplesandfor migrantsof

Perceptionof Australia
The averageSwiss residentin Australia of the 1980s socializes
with friends from a wide ethnic range. Associationswith ex-

clusively Australian friendsaregenerallyrareand found pre-
dominantlyamongnewlyarrivedSwissmigrantswho, however,
tendto limit theirsocialcontactswith compatriots. Friendsmainly
composedfrom Swissareratherfound amongwell established
settlers, which indicatesthat in later life migrantsincreasingly
turn to their roots and to their countrymenwho sharesimilar
problems.
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relationshipsbetweenthe working partiesof their companies.
However, oneresultof the Australian unions- shorterworking
hoursthan in Switzerland- is highly appreciatedand the local
Swissworkforcedefinitely feelsat easewith theseconditions!

Onesubject, which only a small numberof Swissmigrants
would discusswith their Australian friends, is cricket. When
askedin the mid-1980s what they think of thegametheanswers
of 100 familiesquestionedin Melbournerangedfrom «the most
effectivesoporific» to «the most interestingsportin the world»!
However, only one in five would reply in favour of cricket in
contrastwith the majority, who could happily do without. This
ratio reflectstheSwissunfamiliarity with the games' rulesand
tactics. Children rarely manageto converttheir fathersdespite
their involvementaspersonalcricket«coaches», andtheparents
newly gainedknowledgemay eventuallybe just sufficient to
follow theiryoungsters' discussions. Evenmorescarcearefansof
AustralianRulesFootballandrugby, judgedto betoo roughand
inferior to soccer. Otherpopularsports, suchastennisandgolf ,
areenjoyedby the Swissasmuch asby the native population.
Clubsmaybe joined within thefirst few monthsafterarrival and
the resulting social contactsoften lead to lasting friendships.
Beachacitivities appealto Swiss migrantsbut rank secondin
favouritism behind hiking in mountainousareas, a traditional
outdooractivity in Switzerland. It is in theselocalitiesthatSwiss
maymeethigherproportionsof countrymenthanpeopleof other
nationalities.

Swissare generally renownedfor their tendencyto dis-
agreewith eachother leadingeventuallyto compromisesafter
lengthydiscussions. However, thereis little disagreementamong
thoseSwissliving in Australiaaboutthe local handlingof indus-
trial disputes. According to their opinion Australianunions
too powerful and they usually prefer not beingobliged to join
them. Furthermorethey show little understandingin the fre-
quencyandcausesof strikesaswell asthe handlingof the dis-
putes the partiesinvolved.

Swissareusedtosolid industrialpeacein their nativecoun-
try and only retired peoplenow rememberSwitzerland's last
nation-wide strike in 1937. Minor disputesarescarceand re-
solvedeffectivelyat shortnoticeandwithout major disruptions.
Swissenterpreneursand managersin Australia with local em-
ployeesproudlyrefer to similarachievementsof goodindustrial

Conservationof SwissCulture
Apartfrom unionismtheSwissseemto adaptquickly to their new
social environmentwithout hangingon to their former cultural
identity. Nevertheless, guestsof thesemigrantsat their homes
would not bedisappointedwhen looking for itemsrelatedwith
Switzerland, andin only oneoutof five householdswould theyfail
to find anysouvenirson bookshelves, towelsin kitchensor Swiss
calendarshanging in family rooms and toilets! Sometimesa
separateroomis decoratedwith typicalSwissobjectsthuscreat-

ing a retreatof specialatmosphere. This visual impressionis an
obviousindication of a remainingattachmentto Swissculture.

An important aspectof cultural ties is the attachmentto
traditionalfood anddishes. Fourout of five Swissshopregularly
atSwissbutcheriesaswell ascake-shopsif giventheopportunity
andthey visit at leastoccasionallyrestaurantsrun by their coun-
trymen. Some80% of Swissown a specialpot and equipment,
which they usuallybroughtwith themfrom Switzerlandin order
to cook cheese-fondue. Swiss in Australia experimentat great
length to figure out the right cheesemixturesfor that purpose.
Migrantsof the 1950s found Australiancheeseto suit their per-
sonal tastebefore importedSwisscheesebecamefreely avail-
ablein metropolitanareasin the last decade, and usedto their
changedtastethey havestuck to it . Youngersettlersprefer to
follow the original recipeand use mainly Swisscheese. Swiss
migrantcouplesparticularlyenjoy the constantlygrowing food
variety in Australiaduring the last few years, which givesthem
morescopeto prepareSwissdishes. Australianwives of Swiss
menquickly learnto includesometraditionalSwissmealsin their
repertoire. In contrastSwisswives married to Australiansare
thosemost likely to drop their cultural heritageof preparing

dishesof their nativecountrybecausetheir husbandsconserva-
tively preferAustralianfood.

are

129128


	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page1-enhance-2x
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page2-enhance-2x
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page3-enhance-2x
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page4-enhance-2x
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page5-enhance-2x
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page6-enhance-2x
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page7-enhance-2x
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page8-enhance-2x
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page9-enhance-2x
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page10-enhance-2x
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page11-enhance-2x
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page12-enhance-2x
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page13-enhance-2x
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page14-enhance-2x
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page15-enhance-2x-faceai
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page16-enhance-2x
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page17-enhance-2x
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page18-enhance-2x
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page19-enhance-2x
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page20-enhance-2x
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page21-enhance-2x
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page22-enhance-2x
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page23-enhance-2x
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page24-enhance-2x-faceai
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page25-enhance-2x
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page26-enhance-2x
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page27-enhance-2x
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page28-enhance-2x
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page29-enhance-2x-faceai
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page30-enhance-2x
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page31-enhance-2x
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page32-enhance-2x
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page33-enhance-2x
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page34-enhance-2x-faceai
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page35-enhance-2x
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page36-enhance-2x
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page37-enhance-2x
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page38-enhance-2x-faceai
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page39-enhance-2x-faceai
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page40-enhance-2x-faceai
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page41-enhance-2x
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page42-enhance-2x
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page43-enhance-2x
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page44-enhance-2x
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page45-enhance-2x
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page46-enhance-2x
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page47-enhance-2x
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page48-enhance-2x-faceai
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page49-enhance-2x
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page50-enhance-2x
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page51-enhance-2x-faceai
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page52-enhance-2x
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page53-enhance-2x
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page54-enhance-2x
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page55-enhance-2x
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page56-enhance-2x
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page57-enhance-2x
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page58-enhance-2x
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page59-enhance-2x
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page60-enhance-2x
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page61-enhance-2x
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page62-enhance-2x
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page63-enhance-2x
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page64-enhance-2x
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page65-enhance-2x
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page66-enhance-2x
	The Swiss in Australia 2024-02-05 OPTIMIERT_Page67-enhance-2x

